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The Joe Murray Band  

presents an evening of  

Country Gospel Music. 

Sunday, November 6, 2016 6:30 pm  
 

We extend a warm invitation to all members of our  

congregation and ask that you invite any other family 

members, friends, and acquaintances who might enjoy 

the evening to join us as we continue our mission of 

sharing a “Message in Music”.. 

 

Prior to the Gospel Show on the evening of  Sunday, 

November 6, 2016 at 5:00 pm prior to the Gospel 

Show in the Church Social Hall, members of Zion’s 

sponsored Boy Scout Troops will be serving a Soup 

and Sandwich Meal. Various soups, sandwiches, des-

serts, plus hot and cold beverages will be served.  A 

donation will be taken to cover the costs of the meal. 

No reservations required. Hope to see you all on this 

special evening.  
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Disaster Relief Team 

Last chance until  October 2017! 

Orders for apple dumplings can be given to any Disaster  Relief 

Team member from now until October 23, or signup after 

church. Pick up for individual orders is Friday, November 4 until 

4:00 pm, pick up for business orders is Thursday, November 3.  

Price is $3.00 per dumpling. We  appreciate your helping us to 

serve others 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 

 

 We will soon be celebrating Thanksgiving Eve as a community in 

Turbotville and doubtless we will join in singing the beautiful hymn 

“Now Thank We All Our God.” I have always loved this hymn and have 

often used it on Mother's Day for the line “who from our mother's arms 

has blessed us on our way.” But just a few years ago I looked into the his-

tory of the hymn and was surprised by what I learned. It was written in 

1636 by a German Lutheran minister named Martin Rinckart who lived in 

Eilenburg, Germany. The extraordinary thing about this hymn is that it 

was written during the Thirty Years' War when hunger, disease and death 

were rampant in Germany. Despite the tragedy that daily life brought, 

Pastor Rinckart managed to write a hymn that continues to inspire grati-

tude to this day. 

 

 Martin Rinckart was 31 years old when he was appointed Arch-

deacon of Eilenburg in 1617. In 1618 the Thirty Years' War began which 

swept almost all of the European countries of the time into the conflict. 

Germany was the principle battleground and armies laid waste to peoples 

homes, farms, livestock and crops. The people were starving and disease 

and death soon began taking large numbers of people. By the end of the 

war more than one-third of the population of the German states had per-

ished. 

 

 Martin was one of four pastors in Eilenburg when he began his 

ministry, but as the war went on he buried two of them and the third fled. 

The walled city of Eilenburg was a refuge for many people trying to es-

cape the war, but over 8,000 people died in the city from hunger and dis-

ease. Martin  buried  4,480 people, and at one point was conducting 40 to 

50 funerals a day. He spent much of his time visiting the sick and dying, 

and did what he could to share the little food his family had with those 

who came begging at his home. Sadly, Martin's own wife died of the 

plague that swept through the city and he had to conduct her funeral. Af-

terward Martin wrote “Now Thank We All Our God” for his children to 

sing around the table. He found his inspiration in the book of Sirach , one 

of the books in the Apocrypha of the Bible. Sirach 50:22-24 reads: 

 
 And now bless the God of all, who everywhere works great wonders, 

 who fosters our growth from birth, and deals with us according to his 

 mercy. 
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 May he give us gladness of heart, and may there be peace in our 

 days 

 in Israel, as in the days of old. 

 May he entrust to us his mercy, and may he deliver us in our days! 

 

It is amazing to contemplate that this man, who endured such trage-

dy, would write that God has blessed us, “With countless gifts of 

love, and still is ours today.” He includes no mention of suffering, 

but prays with his lyrics that God will “keep us in his grace, and 

guide us when perplexed, and free us from all harm, in this world and 

the next.” Martin embodied the words of St. Paul when he wrote in 

First Thessalonians that “we do not grieve as those who have no 

hope.” 

 

 All of us endure suffering in this world and some seem to en-

dure more than their share, but with Jesus Christ as our Savior, and 

his great promise of forgiveness and life everlasting, we can have our 

joy restored. May we learn to trust in Christ as fully as Martin 

Rinckart did, may we cultivate grateful hearts, and may we join in 

singing: 

 

 Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices, 

 Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices; 

 Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way 

 With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 

 

Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux 
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the people in your life. Your friends come to you for advice because you’re 

levelheaded. You never spit out words you can’t take back; instead, you think 

carefully before you speak. You’ll read anything, but your favorites are the 

classics. 

 

THE AUTHOR ARRANGER -- You’re super organized and tend to buy 

books based on authors, not genres. You love more than just the story, you 

love the words. Great writing leaves you weak. You tend to favor the writing 

style over the actual plot, which says a lot about whom you spend your time 

with. Your friends are people whose best qualities are hidden a bit and require 

some extra work to dig out. You enjoy listening to people and making them 

feel comfortable. Your bonds with people are intimate, just like your bonds 

with your favorite books. 

 

THE INCREDIBLE MESS -- A true artist… a writer, more than likely… the 

kind who has good intentions at the start of the organization process, who dog-

ears the pages, and writes in the margins. You pull out novels to use as refer-

ence, whether it’s for your own writing or just so you can find that one amaz-

ing quote, and then you don’t have the time to put the book back. It doesn’t 

mean you don’t love your books. You love them dearly. But having a messy 

pile of books means they’re better loved—the kind of love that’s intense. 
 

 

Excerpted from “What Does Your Bookshelf Organizational Technique Say About You?” by Christina 

Schillaci, Quirk Books, May 26, 2016 

 

 

October is Church Library Month.  Celebrate by checking 

out a great nonfiction selection, a page-turning Christian 

fiction title, or a Sunday School related kid’s book.  You’ll 

be glad you did! 
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LIBRARY NOTES 

 
“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.” 

   ~~ Martin Luther 
 

 

WHAT DOES YOUR BOOKSHELF ORGANIZATION SAY 

ABOUT YOU?  

 
The internet is full of personality ‘tests’ these days.  But did you know your 

bookshelf speaks volumes about you… not the types of books, but the way 

you stack them? Your organizational technique reveals more than you think 

about your personality. 

 

THE COLOR ORGANIZER -- You appreciate finding beauty in the world 

around you, so much so that you express it with your books. You observe 

everything, daydream, and experiment with presentation. You have cute little 

plants around your workspace. You’re great at coordinating outfits, choosing 

just the right shade when painting a room, and your artistic capabilities are 

spot on.  

 

THE GENRE COORDINATOR -- Fantasy, romance, literary, they all have 

their place—grouped together. You’re a logical, organized thinker. Themati-

cally speaking, you’ve got your things together. Your choices have rational 

decisions behind them, and you’re all about easily accessing what you want. 

When you approach a problem, your initial thought is to examine and absorb 

information, and then solve the issue.  

 

THE HEIGHT CLASSIFIER -- You like smooth transitions on your shelves 

and in your life. You’d probably be great at hiking up mountains and you 

love rollercoasters. Although you may have a bad day, or week, or year, you 

know that things always get better. You know it because it’s happened be-

fore, just like it will happen again in the future. Stress is a factor in every-

one’s life. However, you tend to control it better than most. 

 

THE SIDEWAYS STACKER -- The great thing about you is that you ob-

serve the world from a unique perspective. Why should books be straight up 

and down when it’s easier to read the spines horizontally? Logical and differ-

ent. Plus, it gives your shelves some pizazz. You adapt this attitude to every-

thing you do.  

 

THE ALPHABETICAL ORDERER -- The practical one! You appreciate all 

things traditional and classy. You never dog-ear your pages. You treat books 

with respect, with reverence, with love, and the same goes for how you treat 
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PASTOR AVAILABLE 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any 

time for home or hospital visits, counseling, 

prayer, or conversation. You may reach him at 

the church office 649-5195 or home 437-9058.  

Please leave a message and he will return it as 

soon as possible.   

 

Confirmation Class Underway 

The Confirmation Class for 2016-2017 began meeting in September. 

Confirmation is a two-year program at Zion, with an emphasis on Lu-

ther’s “Small Catechism” one year, and the Holy Bible the next. Both 

first and second year students are studying the Small Catechism together 

this year. The class includes second year student Amber Axtman. First 

year students are Alyssa Nicholas, Jacob Craig, and Jason Wood. We ask 

you to encourage them in their studies and their service as acolytes. 
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All Saints’ Sunday 

 

All Saints Sunday is a special celebration set apart to honor Christian 

friends and family members who, during the past year, have passed from 

this life and sleep in Christ, awaiting the resurrection on the last day. 

During the month of October we invite you to write the names of these 

saints in the “Book of Resurrection and New Life” located by the baptis-

mal font. On All Saints’ Sunday, November 6th, we will remember them 

in prayer and as we receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  

 

 

John Hockenberry 

February 19, 2016 

 

Marlin Aucker 

March 20, 2016 

 

Franklin Bush, Jr. 

March 22, 2016 

 

Calvin Menges 

June 14, 2016 

 

Eleanor Hemrick 

July 7, 2016 

 

Clair Stahl 

July 9, 2016 

 

Isabele “Jean” Fry 

August 17, 2016 
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“Trunk or Treat” at the Zion parking lot.  

Monday, October 31, 6:00 – 8:00 pm. 
 

You can help make Zion’s Trunk or Treat a SPOOKTACULAR EVENT. 

Church members are invited to bring their Halloween treats to the 

church and hand them out to the children. Decorate your car…

spooky, funny, cute, scary, favorite childhood cartoon, make it 

simple or go all out. If you can’t make it for the fun, consider  

donating bags of candy as your contribution to this event.  Come 

help by handing out candy from your trunk 6:00 – 8:00 pm  

Halloween Night. Set up begins at 5:30 pm. Youth Group will  

provide drinks and hospitality. Feel free to dress in costume and 

decorate the trunk of your vehicle. Zion was a popular spot for  

visitors on Halloween last year. Let's see if we can grow this fun 

community activity. 
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Altar Flowers sponsors are needed for 2017.  The 

price per set is $30.00 maybe you would like to 

share a set with someone, splitting the cost. 

Turbotville Community Thanksgiving Dinner 

 Saturday, November 19, 2016 

4:00 to 6:00 p.m.  

to be held at Turbotville Community Hall. 

This dinner is free to  

all attendees 

Community Thanksgiving Eve Service 

At Trinity United Church of Christ, Turbotville 

Wednesday, November 23, 2016 

7:00 pm 
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Affirmation of Baptism 
Our celebration of Reformation Sunday on October 30th will be an 

especially joyous occasion this year.  Youth from our congregation 

will participate in the rite of Affirmation of Baptism.  They are Pete 

Reasner, (Pete Reasner will Affirm his baptism on All Saints’  

Sunday), Alexis Wildt, Sarah Wildt, Cadee Wood, Mercedes Zettel-

moyer. They have completed a two year course of instruction and are 

ready to make public profession of their faith and assume a greater 

responsibility in the life of our Christian community and its mission 

in the world.  

 

They will promise: 

 to live among God’s faithful people 

 to hear His word and share His supper 

 to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through word and 

deed. 

 to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and 

 to strive for justice and peace in all the earth. 

 

Reformation Sunday 
October 30, 2016 

“A Mighty Fortress is our god” 



8 

 

 
Choir Rehearsals  

will held Wednesdays at  

6:00 pm and 7:00 pm. 
 

HANDBELL CHOIR 
The handbells are ready to ring.  All ages might 

ring—it is fun! Please give some thought to join-

ing our handbell program.  Wednesdays 6:00 pm 

 

10:30 AM CHORUS 

The 10:30 Chorus will continue to sing the sec-

ond and fourth Sunday at the 10:30 service. Re-

hearsal is in the choir room at 10:15 am on Sun-

days when we sing.  The music is hymns and 

choruses and easily learned in ten minutes. 

Please join us.  

 

 8:00 AM CHANCEL CHOIR 

The choir sings on the first and third Sundays at 

8:00 only. The rehearsals are from 7:00—8:00 

pm on Wednesdays in the Choir room. How 

about YOU?  

 

Would you like to sing or ring? 

 

   Pastor Steve 

   Minister of Music 
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Electronic Giving Option 

The Simply Giving Program  

Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union 

 

Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic 

option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now 

be debited automatically from your checking or savings ac-

count.  Our new electronic giving program offers 

convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency 

for our congregation.  

 

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no 

longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 enve-

lopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances pre-

vent you from attending services, this program will allow 

your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.  

 

An authorization form is available from the church office.  

 

Youth Group News 

The Youth Group will go bowling on Sunday, November 6th. 

Meet at the church at 2:00 pm to head to the lanes in Danville.  
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Anyone interested in purchasing a  

poinsettia in memory or honor of loved ones 

can sign up on Sundays, November 6, 13 and 

20 in the narthex. We can not take any orders 

after November 20  Payment is due when 

placing your order.   It’s early but  we need to 

have our order in early.  The cost for a 6 inch 

red poinsettia is $3.65. 

 

Mitten/Hat Tree  
…..will be in place on November 13th awaiting all those colorful 

decorations of mittens, hats and scarves for the children. Our tree 

will stand for those much needed items until the end of Decem-

ber.  Cold winds will be blowing, let’s keep the little ones warm. 

Anyone interested in purchasing a wreath for the 

Advent/Christmas season beginning November 27th 

in memory or honor of loved ones should contact 

Cathy in the Church office.  The cost of the wreath is 

$14.00. Payment is due when placing your order. 
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November Newsletter  
November deadline is  

November 9 2016 
 

          Are you aware that we have … 
… large print Portals of Prayer? 

...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 

the back of the church?   

             

Large print bulletins are available for all  

worship services.  
 

Children’s bulletins are also available  

for worship services. 
Just ask an usher. 
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Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 

Website: zionturbotville.com 

Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(Turbotville PA)  
  

Check out the pictures on Facebook 

 

Do You “Facebook”? 
 

Dictionaries list it as a noun or a verb.  A 2015 study of demographics of 
American social media users found that 72% of adult internet users (ages 
18 – 65+) use it.  It is, by far, the most used social media in the country.  
With it we can connect to our friends and family both near and far.  What is 
‘it’?  Facebook, of course! 
 

There is another family with whom you can keep in touch through Facebook 
– our Zion Church family.  If you already have a Facebook account, you can 
simply key “zion turbotville pa” in the “Search Facebook” field in the upper 
left corner of the screen to find our page.  Under the page’s banner picture, 
you can click “Like” to follow us.  It’s easy to set up an account, if you don’t 
already have Facebook.  Go to www.facebook.com, then click the “Sign Up” 
box.  When you have set up your account, just follow the instructions above 
to find Zion’s page.  Once you have “liked” us, any news, announcements, 
or pictures that are posted on the page will display in your personal page’s 
newsfeed, or you can just visit our page anytime.  It’s that simple! 
 

Don’t miss out on any news about our church and its activities and minis-
tries.  Start following us on Facebook today! 
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To Zion Members, 

Thank you for all your prayers and concerns during 

my previous hospital stays. Thank you to Pastor 

Steve and Pastor roux for the visits and prayers.. 

In Christian Love,  

Bob Sheatler 

Dear Pastor Roux and Congregation,  

Just a note of appreciation for the fellowship of Zion Lutheran Church. 

Through the friends of Zion, to the membership of Zion, and to the ladies of Zion. 

Thank you for the cards, support and the visits and the delicious vegetable soup 

and muffins you gave to me during the time of my surgery and recovery. 

Thank you Pastor for your visits, help and spiritual guidance during this time. 

Thank you for thinking of me. Your support really did help and encourage me. 

Prayers always help. 

Always,  

Tresha Sudol 

Thanks is really not enough for the fellowship of Zion 

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Meeting 

November 13, 2016 
11:45 am – 12:30 pm Covered Dish Meal 

12:30 pm Meeting 

 

Call to Order – Clissie Sheatler 

Verify Quorum – Carolyn Bieber and Carla Mahaffey 

Devotions – Lisa Hartman 

Approval of Minutes – February 14, 2016  

Election of Council Members  

Proposed Budget for 2017 

Old Business: 

Nave Improvement Project 

New Business: 

Set date for Congregational Meeting – February 12, 2017  

Adjourn 

Benediction  

 

All voting members are encouraged to attend the Congregational Meeting.   

The Constitution of Zion Lutheran Church, Chapter 8 states Membership 

*C8.02.c. “Voting members are confirmed members.  Such confirmed members 

shall have communed and made a contribution of record during 

the current or preceding year.”  

http://www.facebook.com
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Wednesday Prayer Service 

Our Wednesday Prayer services continue at 9:00 am.  For those looking for an 

additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, the Prayer Group celebrates 

the sacrament at its service on the fourth Wednesday of every month.  Be with us 

for prayers and the Sacrament on Wednesdays. 

 

 

Are you getting your mail from the church?  If not, the church office may not 

have your new or a correct address.  If your address has changed please notify the 

church office. Check the membership directory (three ring binder) located on the 

table in the narthex and let the office know of any changes. We must pay for all 

mail returned, every time it is returned,  because of an incorrect address  Please 

take the time to check your address Thank you Cathy. 

Zion Coffee Break 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need Coffee Break Hosts  
after 8 am service for Sundays. 

Sign up sheet in the narthex in the  
kitchen area 
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View the Zion News Online 

Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it goes to press.  

If you aren’t getting your copy through the mail in a timely manner, 

we encourage you to go to www.zion-ev-lutheran.org    

(news and events—view the current parish calendar) This can be 

especially helpful to check the calendar and worship assistant 

schedules.  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED IN THE  

CHURCH OFFICE 
Office coverage is needed  to cover Cathy’s personal time 

between the hours of 9:00—12:00  Call Cathy in the of-

fice if you can help or have any questions. Duties include 

answering the telephone, taking messages, fold and stuff 

the bulletins for Sunday. 

 

Coverage is needed in the church office for the following 

days: Fridays - November 25; Monday—December 5; 

Thursday—December 23.  
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes and the military: 

Birthdays are listed 

 
At Home 

Alice Durlin – 6/9                 

Emily Gottschall - 10/10               

Joyce McCollum—12/2 

Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20     

Donald Fry  

  

Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown 

Lena Sechler - 5/13                  

Eleanor Trefsger –9/21      

Deborah Laidacker    

Finley Stahl 

 

Rockwell- Milton 

Janice Metzger 4/15 

  

Elmcroft—Montoursville 

Phil Bower 12/30 

 

Riverwoods – Lewisburg 

Gladys Durlin 

Nancy DeHart 

 

Military - 

             R. Scott Keister-3/12              John Rump-3/26 

            Christopher Keister-4/2         Michael Frey-5/20 

            Wayne Meckley-8/16             Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16 
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Current Fund   

Daily Expenses 
            

Balance brought forward (7/31/16)       17,287.00    17,287.00 

            September       YTD 

Monthly Contributions                              19,406.33  189,023.53 

Monthly Disbursements                            18,932.27  185,755.78  

Balance (8/31/16)          17,865.06    17,865.06 

Building Fund—$13,811.91 

Organ Fund—$32,537.00 

Nave Improvement—$21,635.03 

 

September Attendance 

Total Congregational attendance at services:   

8:00 am - 291 

10:30 am - 200 

Saturday 6:00 pm - 76 

Wednesday Prayer - 32 

 

Grant Received by Zion 

As you know, we engaged in a 12 week promotion of Zion this past summer. 

To help offset the cost of this endeavor, a grant was applied for from our Up-

per Susquehanna Synod. We are glad to announce that the grant was approved, 

and Zion has received the first payment of $1,000. of a total of $3,000. The 

remaining payment will be received in 2017.   
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COMMITTEES AT A GLANCE 
 

MONDAY 

 Disaster Relief Team 1st Monday at 7:00 pm 

Barbara Kilgus—Chairperson 

Carla Mahaffey—Council Rep. 

 

TUESDAY 

Outreach 2nd Tuesday at  6:30 pm  

Pastor Roux-Chairperson 

John Myers—Council Rep 

Stewardship  3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm  

Barry Durlin-Chairperson 

Bob DeHart—Council Rep 

 Property  4th Tuesday at 7:00 pm 

Lynn Watson and Lee Bieber– Co-Chairs 

John Kauffman—Council Rep 

 Social Ministry  4th Tuesday at 6:30 pm 

Valli Rovenolt-Chairperson 

Garry Ritter—Council Rep 

 

 

THURSDAY 

Executive Committee 1st Thursday at 7:00 pm 

Church Council  2nd Thursday at 7:00 pm 

 Worship and Music 3rd Thursday at 7:00 pm 

John Craven -Chairperson 

Carolyn Bieber—Council Rep 

 Staff Support  4th Thursday at 7:00 pm 

Melissa Kilgus -Chairperson 

Deb Webb—Council Rep 

 
SUNDAY 

Christian Education meets quarterly at 6:30 pm 
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JOLLY BUNCH 
 

Jolly Bunch will meet Wednesday, November 9th. We will have a 

memorial service for our program.  Please call Joyce Osman, Marie 

Gardner or the church office with the names of your loved ones to be 

remembered.  

Lunch we be the annual Thanksgiving Dinner. The clipboard is locat-

ed in the narthex for members to sign up for the dinner. The cost is  

$10.00. The Disaster Relief Team will be cooking and preparing the 

meal this year. Let’s have a good turn out.  

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in November 

Helen Neyhart—4th 

Barbara Hartline—8th 

Lois Sommers—10th 

 

 

 Thanksgiving Dinner Menu 

Winter Salad 

Turkey, Filling Gravy 

Mashed Potatoes 

Sweet Potatoes 

Succotash 

Cranberry Sauce 

Coffee/Tea 

Dessert 
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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS 

HELPING NEIGHBORS 
 

September - Luscious, juicy apples, they do make such nutritious 

and tasty applesauce! You provided many jars or lunch box size 

containers for our neighbors during this month. All were gratefully 

received. Thank you. 

October - We still have a few weeks remaining this month, please 

continue to bring cans of sweet potatoes and yams. Let’s color this 

month “orange”. 

NOVEMBER 

PUMPKIN – Are you thinking of the approaching holidays and 

all those wonderful traditional desserts you might make with 

pumpkin? Think of the pies, the cookies, and the pumpkin breads; 

all so very yummy and they all require cans of pumpkin. Let us 

think of our neighbor’s holiday meal and bring cans and cans of 

pumpkin to make these wonderful desserts during November. 

Bring any size can or any brand of pumpkin – all are needed and 

appreciated.  
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 

Clissie Sheatler, Council President (570-437-2215) 

 

Michael Yohn, Organist 

 

 Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music 

 

Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary 

 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 

 

 Wendy Wood, Preschool Helper 

 

Dennis Sheatler, Custodian 

 

Telephone:  570-649-5195 
 

Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 

Church website:  www.zion-ev-lutheran.org 
Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville, PA) 

 

Prayer Chain Anchors: 
Call before 9:00 pm 

Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 649-5358 

 

Team 2 Joe and Mary Lou Murray 437-2478 

 

Team 3 Martha and Lauren Weidner 649-5438  

 

Team 4 Ashley and Janet Reasner 649-5658 

 


