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Dear Friends in Christ,
This is the time of year that many of us are thinking about the ways we
might grow or change in the New Year to come. “New Year’s Resolutions” are what they are often call them, and people are drawn to make
them because they know deep down that something is lacking in their life
or there is something that needs to be given up in order to be a better person. How about reaching out when you resolve to make some changes
this year? I would like to suggest striving to encourage others as often as
you can. We as Christians have the greatest motivator of all to encourage
others; we know Jesus Christ, who has come to offer everyone forgiveness, life, and salvation.
So how do we recognize someone who needs encouragement? Generally
it is anyone who is breathing! We all need encouragement along the way
to live as God calls us. I would like to offer up some scripture passages to
get you thinking about how you can be an encourager. All but one of
these passages comes from St. Paul’s letters.
First, we need to go to the source of our own encouragement, God and
his scriptures:
4

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of
the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness
and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. - Romans 15:4-5
Note that the goal of encouragement is to live in harmony. All of the following passages also emphasize unity and the strengthening of community so that we may witness to the God of love.
2 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation
from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same
love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better
than yourselves. - Philippians 2:1-3
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For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so
that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him.
11
Therefore encourage one another and build up each other,
as indeed you are doing. -1 Thessalonians 5:9 -12
13

Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we urge you, beloved, to admonish the idlers, encourage the fainthearted,
help the weak, be patient with all of them. 15 See that none of
you repays evil for evil, but always seek to do good to one
another and to all. - 1 Thessalonians 5:13-15
24

And let us consider how to provoke one another to love and
good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as
you see the Day approaching. - Hebrews 10:24-26
May we in the coming year resolve to encourage as often as we can
find the opportunity. May we do it all for the sake of loving God and
neighbor, and building up the Kingdom of God.
Peace, Pastor Roux

FAITH PROMISE THANKS

From the staff of Zion Church we
wish all of our faithful members, our
friends, our neighbors, our families a
most joyous and blessed Christmas and a
Happy New Year!
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Thank you to all who responded to our stewardship mailing this year.
Fifty-eight people returned their “Time and Talent” sheets from the
“Affirmation and Response” packet. This represents a great gift of the Holy Spirit to our mission here at Zion. Forty-three persons returned their
“Faith Promise” cards to indicate their giving commitment. A total of
$111,776.00 was pledged to the Current Fund. This is a tremendous response and shows the faith that members of Zion have in the mission we
share. We are grateful to everyone for their financial support and participation in our ministry. Again, thank you for standing with us as we seek to
accomplish all that the Lord has set before us in 2017.
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Christmas Season Worship
at Zion
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship
Holy Communion
Saturday, December 24, 2016
7:00 pm and 11:00 pm
(No 6:00 pm service.)

Christmas Day Worship
Holy Communion
Sunday, December 25, 2016
9:00 am
(No Sunday School.)

1st Sunday after Christmas
Lessons, Carols, and Holy Communion
Saturday, December 31, 2016 - 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 1, 2017 - 8:00 am and 10:30 am
(No Children's Sunday School.)

The following schedule will be observed in
the church office during the holidays:
Friday, December 23 - Office Hours
9:00 am—12:00 noon
Monday, December 26— Office Closed
Monday, January 2—–– Office Closed

The Epiphany of Our Lord
Holy Communion
Saturday, January 7, 2017 - 6:00 pm
Sunday, January 8, 2017 - 8:00 am and 10:30 am
Sunday School for all ages - 9:30 am
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2017 Newsletter Deadline
January 11
February 8
March 8
April 12
May 10
June 7
July 12
August 9
September 13
October 11
November 8
December 13
24

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Middle School and High School Youth Groups
Calendar 2016-2017
We invite all youth to join us for these upcoming events. Middle School
Youth Group is for 5th through 8th grades, and High School is for 9th through
12th grades. Events are for both groups unless noted otherwise. Call Pastor
Roux at home 570 437-9058 or church 570 649-5195 with any questions.
The following events have been planned. More planning and events to
come!
Sunday, January 15, 2017
Pre-trip Dinner and Bible study for those who will be attending the
Quake in Pittsburgh. Dinner starts at 5:00 pm at the church. We will be done
by 7:00 pm
Upcoming Quake in Pittsburgh, PA – January 27-29, 2017
All youth currently in 6th through 12th are eligible to attend. Check
out the website at quakeevent.com. Please ask Pastor Roux for a registration form and make a check payable to Zion Lutheran Church for $80. (Zion
Youth Fund pays half of the fee.) A pre-trip Bible Study and dinner will be
held Sunday, January 15 at 5:00 pm.
Sunday, February 5, 2017
Snow Tubing at Ski Sawmill. We will gather at 12:00 noon and leave
by 12:30 pm We'll be back in plenty of time for you to get home for the
Superbowl. The cost is $6.00 an hour and we generally tube for three hours.
This has been a great event in the past so don't miss it!
Sunday, February 19, 2017
BouncePlex! Details to come.
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Annual reports should be submitted by the committee
chairpersons NO LATER than December 30 in order
to allow time to compile the annual report of the congregation.

January Newsletter
January deadline is

January 11, 2017

Are you aware that we have …
… large print Portals of Prayer?
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at
the back of the church?

Large print bulletins are available for all
worship services.

Offering envelopes for 2017 will be on the table in the narthex in
early December. It would be helpful if you would take a neighbor’s
or relative’s who might be unable to pick up his/her own. This will
keep the cost of mailing them to members to a minimum. If you do
not have envelopes, please contact the church office. Please do not
use the 2017 envelopes until January 1st the envelope number may
vary from year to year.
The last date for 2016offerings will be
2017
Tuesday, December 27th. Please have all offerings to the church office by that time in
order for credit to be received on your giving
records for 2016. Contributions received
after the 27th will be posted to the 2016 contribution statement.
Committees are reminded that they should make plans to
reorganize for the new year. Chairpersons of committees need to be
appointed and interested persons invited to join the committees.
We’re grateful to all who have served on council and committees in
2016.

Children’s bulletins are also available
for worship services.
Just ask an usher.

6
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Hoss-pitality to Benefit Reinsburrow / Wagner Families
On Monday, January 9, 2017, Zion will be sponsoring a
“Community Night” at the Hoss’s Steak and Sea House restaurant
on the Golden Strip in Williamsport. Tickets are free and may be
used from 11:00 AM – 9:00 PM the day of the event.
Participation is easy! Just pick up a number of tickets, give them
to family and friends in advance, and encourage them to dine at
Hoss’s on January 9. When they present their guest check for
payment AND the “Community Night” ticket, the fundraiser will
receive 20% of the pre-tax amount of the check total. We must
generate a minimum of $300.00 in sales to qualify for the
20% payout. Each guest check must be accompanied by a ticket to qualify. All proceeds will benefit the Reinsburrow and Wagner families to help defray medical expenses incurred since the
October accident. Henry and Danny are members of Zion’s Cub
Scout troop.
So, treat yourself to a meal out after a busy holiday season. Encourage family and friends to do the same. This is an easy, fun,
and delicious way to raise funds to help these families. We have
printed tickets and e-invites available. If you would like the einvite version, please send your request to
joint.gardner@gmail.com. You can also forward the e-invite to
family and friends. Printed tickets will be available in the narthex
through January 9. So, mark your calendars and get your tickets
early!
PLEASE NOTE!!! DISTRIBUTING INVITATIONS ON
HOSS’S PROPERTY IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED AND WILL
DISQUALIFY OUR ORGANIZATION!
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Church E-Mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
(Turbotville PA)
Check out the pictures on Facebook

Do You “Facebook”?
Dictionaries list it as a noun or a verb. A 2015 study of demographics of
American social media users found that 72% of adult internet users (ages
18 – 65+) use it. It is, by far, the most used social media in the country.
With it we can connect to our friends and family both near and far. What is
‘it’? Facebook, of course!
There is another family with whom you can keep in touch through Facebook
– our Zion Church family. If you already have a Facebook account, you can
simply key “zion turbotville pa” in the “Search Facebook” field in the upper
left corner of the screen to find our page. Under the page’s banner picture,
you can click “Like” to follow us. It’s easy to set up an account, if you don’t
already have Facebook. Go to www.facebook.com, then click the “Sign Up”
box. When you have set up your account, just follow the instructions above
to find Zion’s page. Once you have “liked” us, any news, announcements,
or pictures that are posted on the page will display in your personal page’s
newsfeed, or you can just visit our page anytime. It’s that simple!
Don’t miss out on any news about our church and its activities and ministries. Start following us on Facebook today!
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Make Butterbeer or other literary-themed beverages - You start
looking up recipes for hot Butterbeer (Harry Potter’s favorite drink) and
other literary-themed beverages, and you plan holiday parties so you
can serve them to all your book-obsessed friends. Hot chocolate is
great, but your Butterbeer is even better.
Disaster Relief Team Thanks
Dear Zion Family,
Can you imagine that in June, 2017, our Disaster Relief Team will be
making its 20th trip to a troubled area? It is remarkable that we have
been blessed to be a blessing for all of these years, but it really
doesn’t come as a surprise.
Our Zion family has always been a source of encouragement, whether
it was by praying for us, supporting our many fundraisers, or through
the generous donations we have received throughout the years. Our
mission could not have succeeded without your continued support and
encouragement.
In recent years, many of you have become active workers in the
“Apple Dumpling Gang”, and we are most thankful for each one of
you who joins us in that project. It is wonderful to walk into the
kitchen and hear the sounds of voices and laughter around that big
“workbench” and to see the fellowship that grows.
Our team would like to once again sincerely thank each and every one
of you who in any way has supported us through the years. We’re
looking forward to going where God leads us this next year, and to
share with others the love and hope that you give us through your
continued and generous support. May God bless you and keep you in
His care.
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Talk about how much you’ll read over your break - As Christmas
vacation approaches, you start anticipating how much reading you can
finally do. You have a stack of books on your shelf, and it's calling your
name.
Collect literature inspired candles - From candles that smell like Narnia to candles scented like the Hogwarts Great Hall, there are so many
options for literature-inspired candles to add some holiday cheer to your
reading nook.
Look up book quotes about winter - No one appreciates winter like
authors, and you look up quotes to start off each winter day with a dose
of literary love. As Ben Aaronovitch says in Broken Homes, "In the
winter she curls up around a good book and dreams away the cold."
And so you do.
Excerpted from “8 Things Every Book-Lover Does in the Winter, Because It’s the
Perfect Season for Reading” by Julia Seales, Bustle, November, 2016

You can pass away the cold winter season with great reads from the
bookshelves in the narthex or from the library on the second floor. Except for Christian fiction, all books must be checked out using the signout cards. Check-out period is two weeks.
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LIBRARY NOTES
“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.”
~~ Martin Luther

WINTER TIPS FOR BOOK-LOVERS
Winter is a wonderful time for reading, and there are certain things
every book-lover does in the winter to make it as cozy as possible.
When it’s snowing outside, you can bundle up under a knit blanket and
read a book as you sip a mug of hot cocoa. Everything about the season lends itself to books — from the weather to the beverage selections
to the settings of many classics. After all, many authors have been inspired by icy weather and have crafted books that fit perfectly with the
season. Plus, you will often have time off during the holidays, giving
you time to read late into the snowy night. Book-lovers know that winter is a perfect season for reading, and that's why we all do the same
following things every year.
Make a reading nook - Pile pillows and knit blankets to create your
reading nook. This is preferably next to a window so you can read as
the snow falls outside, creating a perfect tableau for every winterobsessed book-lover.
Write a holiday book wish list - Since the holidays are approaching,
take it upon yourself to write a list of all the books you'd love to receive as gifts. You also do your holiday shopping, which consists of
finding the perfect book for all your loved ones.
Read winter-themed books - Since it's cold outside, it's the perfect
time to read every book set in winter and Christmastime. From A
Christmas Carol to Harry Potter, the selection is plentiful. Forget movie marathons: it's book marathon time.
Buy book-themed clothing - There are so many amazing literaturethemed clothing items to cozy up in this winter — from sweaters to
socks to hats, and you want to wear it all.
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Please remember in your prayers our members who
are homebound, in nursing homes and the military:
Birthdays are listed
At Home
Alice Durlin – 6/9
Emily Gottschall - 10/10
Joyce McCollum—12/2
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20
Donald Fry
Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown
Lena Sechler - 5/13
Eleanor Trefsger –9/21
Finley Stahl
Rockwell- Milton
Janice Metzger 4/15
Elmcroft—Montoursville
Phil Bower 12/30
Riverwoods – Lewisburg
Gladys Durlin
Nancy DeHart
Military R. Scott Keister-3/12
John Rump-3/26
Christopher Keister-4/2
Michael Frey-5/20
Wayne Meckley-8/16
Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16

9

JOLLY BUNCH
Jolly Bunch will no meet in January. Our next meeting will be February 8, 2017 at 10:30 am weather permitting.
Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in January
Ross McCollum—1st
Shirley McCollum—17th
Terry Anspach—19th

View the Zion News Online
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it goes to
press. If you aren’t getting your copy through the mail in a timely
manner, we encourage you to go to www.zion-ev-lutheran.org
(news and events—view the current parish calendar) This can be
especially helpful to check the calendar and worship assistant
schedules.
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Christmas Day
Worship
9:00 am
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Electronic Giving Option
The Simply Giving Program
Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union
Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now
be debited automatically from your checking or savings account. Our new electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency
for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will allow
your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.
An authorization form is available from the church office.
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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS
HELPING NEIGHBORS
What do you have in the trunk of your car? Don’t
remember – take a peek. My trunk was recently filled with boxes
of pumpkin, yams, sweet potatoes and bags of children’s hats and
mittens that you had donated to WRNHN. These have all been
delivered. So, now let’s take an imaginary peek at our neighbor’s
holiday table and see the many pies, cookies, cupcakes, and
perhaps a dish of mashed yams with a gooey marshmallow
topping. You made this possible with your generosity. Thank you
so much.
DECEMBER – “For everything there is a season and a time for
every matter under heaven” Ecc. 3.1. It is the Christmas season
and times are certainly changing. Recently we changed our clocks;
seems we now walk in darkness more than light; we even changed
our president. Yes, things have changed but one thing has not
changed – the need for our donations to WRNHN. It will soon be
the time many of us make New Year resolutions. Let us this year
resolve to remember those in need each month and bring a much
needed donation for those at WRNHN. This month, we are
looking for cranberry sauce. It’s still time to find some cans for
our neighbors. Let’s go shopping!
JANUARY
There is a line in that wonderful children’s classic, “Alice in
Wonderland”, that goes something like this, “Soup, soup, beautiful
soup”- loved that book. This month, let’s focus on soup –
“beautiful soup”, just what is needed for those cold wintry days
that are certain to visit us in the near future. So – bring soup this
month. Bring large cans, small cans, any variety. Some cans serve
only one, some two, for some we must add water, some are
creamed, some chunky. Bring them all. It’s going to get cold
outside, let’s warm our friends with soup.
Thank you so much for your faithful support of this ministry.
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058)
Clissie Sheatler, Council President (570-437-2215)
Michael Yohn, Organist
Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music
Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary

Altar Flowers sponsors are needed for 2017. The
price per set (a set is 2 altar vases) is $30.00. We ask
there be no more than one set per Sunday. Dates available to sponsor: January 1 and 8; April 16, 23, 30;
May 7, 14, 21, 28; June 4, 25; July 2, 9 16, 23, 30: August 20, 27; October 22, 29; November 12; 19; December 17, 31. The flower chart is located on the bulletin board in the hallway outside of the church office.
Please return the flower containers to the church.

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher
Wendy Wood, Preschool Helper
Dennis Sheatler, Custodian
Telephone: 570-649-5195
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Church website: www.zion-ev-lutheran.org
Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville, PA)

Prayer Chain Anchors:
Call before 9:00 pm

Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 649-5358
Team 2 Joe and Mary Lou Murray 437-2478
Team 3 Martha and Lauren Weidner 649-5438

We are still in need of
Two council members,
please prayerfully consider
Serving in this way.

Team 4 Ashley and Janet Reasner 649-5658
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Thank You! Thank You!
The Community Thanksgiving Dinner
committee would like to thank you all for
your donations of food, donations of time,
and donations of money. The dinner was
very successful in serving 377 meals and
160 take-out meals. The social gathering was enjoyable in a holiday
surrounding at the community hall. The donations collected from
local churches, businesses, clubs, and individuals totaled
$3050. After expenses for the meal were paid monetary donations
were given to the following: $100 to Montgomery House Library;
$100 to Turbotville Community Hall; $2,614.17 to Neighbors
Helping Neighbors. All the leftover food was delivered to Haven
Ministries in Sunbury. It was truly a wonderful time for the
community to come together to celebrate the Thanksgiving holiday.
Again Thank You for your generosity.
Linda Shupp, Linda Hopewell, Glenda Yost
THANKS FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIVING
For quite a few years now, the Senior High Youth Group has
shopped for local children at Christmas. Turbotville Elementary
school knows the families in our area with the greatest needs and
provides area organizations with wish lists for them. Our youth
group receives index cards listing a child’s age along with clothing
and shoe sizes. This year we received cards for nine children. The
congregation generously gave over $900. to the Christmas shopping
project this year. We want to say a big thank you for your help year
after year with this project. We hope that all of the children we
shopped for have a good Christmas from what we were able to give
them.
Sincerely,
Zion's High School Youth Group

COMMITTEES AT A GLANCE
MONDAY
Disaster Relief Team 1st Monday at 7:00 pm
Barbara Kilgus—Chairperson
Carla Mahaffey—Council Rep.
TUESDAY
Outreach 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 pm
Pastor Roux-Chairperson
John Myers—Council Rep
Stewardship 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Barry Durlin-Chairperson
Bob DeHart—Council Rep
Property 4th Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Lynn Watson and Lee Bieber– Co-Chairs
John Kauffman—Council Rep
Social Ministry 4th Tuesday at 6:30 pm
Valli Rovenolt-Chairperson
Garry Ritter—Council Rep
THURSDAY
Executive Committee 1st Thursday at 7:00 pm
Church Council 2nd Thursday at 7:00 pm
Worship and Music 3rd Thursday at 7:00 pm
John Craven -Chairperson
Carolyn Bieber—Council Rep
Staff Support 4th Thursday at 7:00 pm
Melissa Kilgus -Chairperson
Deb Webb—Council Rep
SUNDAY
Christian Education meets quarterly at 6:30 pm
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Current Fund
Daily Expenses
Balance brought forward (10/31/16)

17,865.06
November
Monthly Contributions
21,567.00
Monthly Disbursements
22,745.24
Balance (11/30/16)
13,213.86
Building Fund—$14,380.82
Organ Fund—$33,037.00
Nave Improvement—$21,635.03

16,920.10
YTD
234,529.00
228,826.52
13,213.86

Wednesday Prayer Service
Our Wednesday Prayer services continue at 9:00 am. For those looking for an
additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, the Prayer Group celebrates
the sacrament at its service on the fourth Wednesday of every month. Be with us
for prayers and the Sacrament on Wednesdays.
Are you getting your mail from the church? If not, the church office may not
have your new or a correct address. If your address has changed please notify the
church office. Check the membership directory (three ring binder) located on the
table in the narthex and let the office know of any changes. We must pay for all
mail returned, every time it is returned, because of an incorrect address Please
take the time to check your address Thank you Cathy.

November Attendance
Total Congregational attendance at services:
8:00 am - 341
10:30 am - 212
Saturday 6:00 pm - 59
Wednesday Prayer - 42

Zion Coffee Break
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We need Coffee Break Hosts
after 8 am service for Sundays.
Sign up sheet in the narthex in the
kitchen area
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