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Dear friends in Christ,
An old saying among pastors is “As goes the Sunday School, so
goes the church." The saying is meant to describe the experience of
many churches during the last century when Sunday School was very
popular. In other words, Sunday School attendance fed into the worship
and ministry life of the congregation. As parents brought children and
youth to Sunday School they were assuring that another generation of
Christians would take up the tasks of the church.
I'm not sure if that is still the case in our day and age. Many congregations, including Lutherans, can no longer or have chosen not to offer a Sunday School ministry anymore. In fact the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America stopped asking for data on Sunday Schools on annual parochial reports a half dozen years ago.
The good news for Zion is that we still have a strong Sunday
School. I have been truly grateful to God for the start of our new Sunday
School year. We offer classes from preschool through adult, and our attendance and enthusiasm has been good. Several new faces are among
our students both children and adult.
Zion offers two adult Sunday School classes. The Sunshine Class
meets in the gathering area at the rear of the nave and has been doing so
for many years. Their teacher, Clissie Sheatler, uses a traditional and
solid resource from our Lutheran publishing house. This curriculum surveys the Bible over the course of several years. Currently they are working on the book of Genesis, in a course entitled “God’s World and
God’s People .” They always welcome new folks to join. Another adult
class has also begun this year, and it is intended to be an adult conversation class. Led by Beth Roux, the first four sessions take a look into our
prayer life. The curriculum is called “Ask, Seek, Knock: Take it to the
Lord in Prayer.” You are welcome to join in the conversation.
Our preschool class is led by Kim Litchard and new teacher Megan Zettelmoyer. The booklets the students receive each week are fun
and help even our littlest children begin to learn Bible stories. Our kindergarten through second grade class is led by Wendy Wood, and Jen
Fritz has joined her. Amanda Stoudt and Shelley Craig continue to teach
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“Trunk or Treat” at the Zion parking lot.
Wednesday, October 31, 6:00 – 8:00 pm.
Church members are invited to bring their Halloween
treats to the church and hand them out to the children. Youth Group will provide drinks and hospitality. Feel free to dress in costume and decorate the
trunk of your vehicle. Zion was a popular spot for
visitors on Halloween last year. Let's see if we can
grow this fun community activity.
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Celebrate Martha Day
Please join us in a celebration of
Martha Weidner’s 90th birthday.
On October 28, immediately

following the 10:30 am service you
are invited to come downstairs and
enjoy fellowship, refreshments and cake with
Martha and her family. All are invited. Hope
to see you there.
Please no gifts—your presence will be the best
gift ever.
God Bless
Martha Weidner’s Family
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our class of third through sixth graders. Both elementary school classes use an award-winning curriculum called “Growing in Christ.” It
surveys the Bible, both Old and New Testaments, over the course of
three years. This year starts again right at the beginning with the stories of Creation and Adam and Eve.
The Junior and Senior High class is taught by Craig Wood
and myself. We have begun a new curriculum from Group Publishing
entitled “A Year with Jesus.” Students will concentrate on the life of
Jesus to get to know him better. The class is often started with laughter as we participate in a group builder, and always gets into applying
the Bible to real life.
All children and youth classes meet for a closing in the basement social hall each week at 10 AM with either our organist, Mike
Yohn, playing the piano, or myself leading songs with guitar. Everyone gets to know a wide range of songs with older youth encouraging
the children to join in.
I am pleased and so thankful to God that we have a thriving
Sunday School with great students and devoted teachers. May I ask
you to add our Sunday school to your prayer list? I encourage you
and your family to try our classes and to bring friends. May our congregation go as our Sunday school goes.
Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux
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Affirmation of Baptism
Our 10:30 am celebration of Reformation Sunday on October 28th will be an especially joyous occasion this year.
Jacob Craig, Alyssa Nicholas, and Jason Woods will participate in the rite of Affirmation of Baptism on that day.
They have completed a two-year period of instruction and
are ready to make public profession of their faith and assume a greater responsibility in the life of our Christian
community and its mission in the world.
They will promise:

to live among God’s faithful people

to hear His word and share His supper

to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through
word and deed.

to serve all people, following the example of our Lord
Jesus, and

to strive for justice and peace in all the earth.

Confirmation Class begins on Sunday,
September 30th at 7:00 pm.

4

25

The Joe Murray Band
presents an evening of
Country Gospel Music
Sunday, October 21, 2018 6:30 pm
We extend a warm invitation to all members of
our congregation and ask that you invite any other family members, friends, and acquaintances
who might enjoy the evening to join us as we
continue our mission of sharing a “Message in
Music”..
Prior to the Gospel Show on the evening of Sunday, October 21, 2018 at 5:00 pm prior to the
Gospel Show in the Church Social Hall, members of Zion’s sponsored Boy Scout Troops will
be serving a Soup and Sandwich Meal. Various
soups, sandwiches, desserts, plus hot and cold
beverages will be served.
A donation will be taken to cover the costs of the
meal. No reservations required.
Hope to see you all on this evening.
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ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Middle School and High School Youth Groups
October 2018
We invite all youth to join us Middle School Youth Group is for
5th through 8th grades, and High School is for 9th through 12th
grades. Amanda Stoudt is serving as our Middle School advisor,
and Lydia Eoute as our Senior High advisor. Call Pastor Roux at
home 570 437-9058 or church
570 649-5195 with any questions.
Youth Group meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month
from 5:00—7:00 pm. Group builders, devotions, games, projects,
and food are part of every meeting. Other events will be announced.
Meetings for October include:
Sunday, October 14 at the Church—5 -7 pm
Sunday, October 28 at the Church—5 -7 pm
Wednesday, October 31
“Trunk or Treat” at the Zion parking lot. Church members
are invited to bring their Halloween treats to the church
and hand them out to the children. Youth Group will
provide drinks and hospitality. Dress in costume.
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ALL ABOUT THE LIGHT
Give a Light ~ Change a Life
Social Ministry is initiating a new
project this fall to help energy impoverished people around the
world. We are working with a nonprofit corporation called All About
the Light. The foundation provides
small but powerful inflatable solarpowered lights. The solar lanterns
are personally delivered to people
lacking electricity. Social Ministry
will be taking a collection the end
of September and beginning of October. We hope you will join us to
give a light and change a life.

“YOU HOLD IN YOUR HANDS THE POWER TO NOT ONLY GIVE LIGHT
TO A DARK ROOM BUT ALSO TO GIVE HOPE TO A STRUGGLING
STUDENT, HEALTH TO A NEW BABY, OPPORTUNITY TO A BUSINESSMAN AND PROMISE TO AN OVERWHELMED PARENT. GIVE A LIGHT –

CHANGE A LIFE. IT’S THAT SIMPLE. IT’S THAT PROFOUND.”
~ DAVID MIDDLETON FOUNDER/DIRECTOR AATL

www.allaboutthelight.org
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To our Zion Family,
We would like to thank everyone for their
prayers, cards and many hugs. As wel as
the wonderful luncheon provided by Zion
Church members. A special thank you to
Pastor Roux for all his visits and prayers
during Ray’s illness.
We are very grateful for you ALL.
God Bless
The Family of Ray Mertz

To Pastor Roux, Friends, Members, Pastor Steve, Pastor Ken,
and Soup Makers
A great big thank you for all your kindness, concern and love.
I was scheduled for spine surgery September 21st but due to
pneumonia I was disappointed to be told it was cancelled. This
pain is awful but they are set to go October 10th. May God be
with me for that date.
He’s been a great heavenly Father and I’m counting on him.
Thanks to everyone for your prayers. We need them.
God’s Peace
Mary Lou and Joe Murray

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Exchange Relief .
Fund. $526.00 was received and will be added to the fund at the
Turbotville National Bank. This fund will be distributed equally to
all the residents of Exchange whose homes were significantly
damaged in the recent flooding
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Nave Renewal Update
On Sunday, September 16th, a series of meetings were held with
those who volunteered to serve on a focused committee. There was
a turnout of about thirty people along with Rolf Rohn (Architect)
and Kathy Maglicco (Interior Color Consultant).
There were five committees present, Demolition, Color Selection,
Appointments, Fundraising and Campaign Funding. We decided,
for the near future, to combine Color and Appointments into one
committee. We also combined Fundraising and Campaign Funding
into one committee. These committees may be separated later.
Rolf reviewed the anticipated schedule of contract documents. We
will have 80% of all contract documents by mid-October. A
review period will follow and then we will solicit bids. We anticipate beginning the project after Christmas with removal of pews
and the beginning of demolition.
Kathy had many material and color samples. It was noted that everything will be selected to be in harmony with the windows, Gethsemane painting and mahogany pew color. Much discussion occurred regarding the current color scheme and effect of the new
lighting. Kathy will provide two or three proposals at the next
meeting.
The Fundraising and Campaign Funding committees discussed
options to raise money, and to have opportunity for member giving.
The Fundraising and Campaign Funding committees will meet
next on September 30th at 7 P.M. The next meetings with the architect and color consultant are anticipated to be held on October 14th
starting at 2 P.M. All are welcome to participate on these committees.
Please feel free to contact either Leslie Hartline, Pastor Roux or
Drew Potts if you have questions or concerns.
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Adorbs (adj.) – extremely charming or appealing; adorable.
Guac (n.) – guacamole.
Gochujang (n.) - a spicy paste used in Korean cuisine that is made from
red chili peppers, glutinous rice, and fermented soybeans.
Mise en place (n.) - a culinary process in which ingredients are prepared
and organized (as in a restaurant kitchen) before cooking.

PASTOR AVAILABLE
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any
time for home or hospital visits, counseling,
prayer, or conversation. You may reach him at
the church office 649-5195 or home 437-9058.
Please leave a message and he will return it as
soon as possible.

Zoodle (n.) - a long, thin strip of zucchini that resembles a string or
narrow ribbon of pasta.
Hangry (adj.) – irritable or angry because of hunger (in use since 1956).
Mocktail (n.) - a usually iced drink made with any of various ingredients
(such as juice, herbs, and soda water) but without alcohol: a
nonalcoholic cocktail.
Self-care (n.) – care for oneself; health care provided by oneself often
without the consultation of a medical professional (such as over-thecounter medications).

SATURDAY 6:00 PM WORSHIP
Join us for Saturday Evening 6:00 pm Worship. Our Saturday worship is meant to be helpful to those who find an
evening worship time more convenient. It is a simple but
inspiring service of Word and Holy Communion that includes organ music and traditional hymns. We are also recruiting to form a Praise Group that will lead worship from
time to time. If you play an instrument or sing, please contact Pastor Roux at the church (570) 649-5195.

Life hack (n.) - a usually simple and clever tip or technique for
accomplishing some familiar task more easily and efficiently.
Mansplain (v.) - of a man : to explain something to a woman in a
condescending way that assumes she has no knowledge about the
topic.
Glamping (n.) – outdoor camping with amenities and comforts (e.g.,
beds, electricity, and access to indoor plumbing) not usually used when
camping.

Silver Alert (n.) – a widely publicized bulletin that alerts the public when
an elderly person or a person with a cognitive disability goes missing
(modeled on the Amber Alert system).
Ribbie (n.) – informal for the baseball term RBI, a run that is driven in by
a batter (first used in 1956).
And my top entry… because my grand-dog is one…
Chiweenie (n.) - a dog that is a cross between a Chihuahua and a
dachshund.
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Loosely excerpted and adapted from “25 of the new words Merriam-Webster is adding to the
21
dictionary in 2018” by Michele Debczak, Mental Floss, September 5, 2018

LIBRARY NOTES
“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.”
~~ Martin Luther

It’s Not What You Say, But How You Say It
This month I’d like to digress from sharing library and book-related
topics, but still keep it literary. I recently read an article that
Merriam-Webster has added more than 840 entries to their
dictionary this year! Language is fascinating, and a dictionary
reflects life… it describes everything around you.
Words are added only when they have already been used by many
people. There is no average speed for a word’s acceptance into
the language, the culture, and the dictionary. The dictionary’s job is
to report that usage as it enters the general vocabulary.
Many of the new entries are technology related (surprise!). Some
are abbreviated word forms which have found acceptance in casual
speech. Food-related words continue to be the primary source of
foreign terms accepted into English. As a tech user, a movie lover,
and an occasional watcher of Food Network, these are some of my
favorites with a few others thrown in for good measure. I guess
that makes me a “wordie” (n. – lover of words). :)
Bingeable (adj.) – having multiple episodes or parts that can be
watched in rapid succession.
Force quit (v.) - to force (an unresponsive computer program) to
shut down (as by using a series of preset keystrokes).
Instagram (v.) - to post (a picture) to the Instagram photo-sharing
service.
Airplane mode (n.) - an operating mode for an electronic device
(such as a mobile phone) in which the device does not connect to
wireless networks and cannot send or receive communications
(such as calls or text messages) or access the Internet but remains
usable for other functions.
Fave (n.) – favorite (usage actually dates back to 1938).
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Electronic Giving Option
The Simply Giving Program
Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union
Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now
be debited automatically from your checking or savings account. Our new electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency
for our congregation.

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52 envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances prevent you from attending services, this program will allow
your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.
An authorization form is available from the church office.

TREASURER WANTED
The Church Council of Zion is seeking a
person to fill the position of Treasurer
beginning January 2019. The position
requires a basic understanding of
accounting principles. Bookkeeping is
done by our Church Secretary using
computer software. The annual stipend
for the Treasurer is $400. If you are
interested, please inquire with Cathy in
the Church Office.
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JOLLY BUNCH
Jolly Bunch will meet October 10, 2018.
You are reminded to wear your church clothes of yesteryear, i.e.
hat, gloves, scarves, ties, etc. Bring along baby or younger year
pictures and also be prepared to talk about childhood memories.
We will go to Cracker Barrel in Muncy for lunch.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED IN THE
CHURCH OFFICE
Office coverage is needed to
cover Cathy’s vacation time
between the hours of 9:00
am—12:00 noon. Call Cathy
in the office if you can help or
have any questions.
Duties include answering the
telephone, taking messages,
fold and stuff the bulletins for
Sunday.
Coverage is needed in the church
office for the following days:
Fridays - October 12, 26
Friday—November 23

We meet the second Wednesday of the month.
Mark your calendars!
Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in October
Leroy Cotner—4th
Martha Weidner—21st
Pastor Steve Middernacht—23rd
Shut-in members with Birthdays in October
Emily Gottschall—10th
Disaster Relief Team
Orders for apple dumplings can be given to any Disaster Relief
Team member from now until September 30, or signup after
church. Pick up apple dumplings October 11 and 12..
Price is $3.00 per dumpling.
We appreciate your helping us to serve others.
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October Newsletter
deadline is

October 10, 2018
Are you aware that we have …
Wednesday Prayer Service
Our Wednesday Prayer services continue at 9:00 am. For those looking
for an additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, the Prayer
Group celebrates the sacrament at its service on the fourth Wednesday of
every month. Be with us for prayers and the Sacrament on Wednesdays.

IS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGING ?
We need your help to maintain our church
records and to keep in touch with you. If
your address has changed please notify the
church office. You can call 570-649-5195 or
email us your new address
zionlc39@windstream.net
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… large print Portals of Prayer?
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at
the back of the church?

Large print bulletins are available for all
worship services.
Children’s bulletins are also available
for worship services.
Just ask an usher.

Church E-Mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zion turbotville pa
Check out the pictures on Facebook
Synod USS Ark Want to keep up with the Upper
Susquehanna Synod news? Here is the link
http://www.uss-elca.org/uss-ark/
11

Please remember in your prayers our members who
are homebound, in nursing homes and the military:
Birthdays are listed
At Home
Janet Reasner—1/5
Earle Jarrett—2/28
Hannah Jarrett—4/15
Alice Durlin – 6/9
Emily Gottschall - 10/10
Freda Keefer - 10/13
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20
Elizabeth Sampsell
Wolf Run – Hughesville
Joyce Snyder – 6/17
Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown
Eleanor Trefsger –9/21
Finley Stahl
Rockwell—Milton
Dodie Day 6/23

Current Fund
Daily Expenses
Balance brought forward (7/31/18)

6,498.00
August
15,937.82
21,966.55
178.27

Monthly Contributions
Monthly Disbursements
Balance (8/31/18)

18,595.63
YTD
159,772.28
175,877.17
178.27

Building Fund—$12,745.39
Nave Improvement—$58,270.07
Organ Fund—$27,895.00

Manor Care North—Williamsport
Janice Metzger 4/15
Elmcroft—Montoursville
Phil Bower 12/30
Riverwoods—Lewisburg
Gladys Durlin—2/26
Joan Webb—10/10
Nancy DeHart—12/26
Military R. Scott Keister-3/12
John Rump-3/26
Christopher Keister-4/2
Keenan Young—6/27
Wayne Meckley-8/16
Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16
12

August Attendance
Total Congregational attendance at services:
8:00 am - 237
10:30 am - 179
Saturday Evening - 51
Wednesday Prayer - 55
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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS
HELPING NEIGHBORS
Dear friends in Christ,
During the summer months Zion experiences a slump in both
attendance and giving that is typical of most congregations.
This past summer has left our current fund very low. As you
can see from the financial page we were left with less than $200
in our Current Fund by the end of August. Although attendance
and giving has picked back up in September, we are still left in
a difficult situation. Our financial obligations remain the same.
We are asking that you help us to get on solid financial ground
again. If you were unable to contribute regularly during the
summer because of vacations or time away we respectfully ask
that you make up those offerings. We also ask everyone to consider making an additional contribution to our current fund.
This will assure that we continue our fruitful ministry for the
Kingdom of God.

September – Days have become noticeably shorter and
cooler and “horrors”, a few leaves have begun to fall;
harbingers of what is come. All are just little nudges to
tell us that the season is once again changing and its apple
picking time. So, this month we chose to bring applesauce
for our neighbors. Please continue to check those grocery
shelves for applesauce and bring as many cans or jars for
our neighbors as possible.

We give remembering the teaching of St . Paul in 2 Corinthians
9:6-8:
“The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bounty
fully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must
give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
And God is able to provide you with every blessing
in abundance, so that by always having enough of
everything, you may share abundantly in every good
work.”

current TV show so aptly puts it, “Take time to enjoy the

OCTOBER
God has his paint brush in hand and is painting us a
beautiful picture, all the reds, yellows and greens. As a
view”! This month, let us think “orange” and bring cans of
sweet potatoes and yams for our friends. We will find
them in small cans and large cans. Bring any size or any
brand – all our welcome. These will be delivered by
November in time for
the planning of our
friend’s Thanksgiving
meals.
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058)
Leslie Hartline, Council President (570-716-3850)
Michael Yohn, Organist
Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist

Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music
Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary
Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher
Wendy Wood, Preschool Helper

Dennis Sheatler, Custodian
Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm - 570-649-5195
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Church website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zionturbotville pa
Prayer Chain Anchors:
Call before 9:00 pm
Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 649-5358

COMMITTEES AT A GLANCE
MONDAY
Disaster Relief Team 1st Monday at 7:00 pm
Barbara Kilgus—Chairperson
TUESDAY
Outreach 2nd T uesday at 7:00 pm
Pastor Roux-Chairperson
Brenda Reasner—Council Rep
Stewardship 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Barry Durlin-Chairperson
Lisa Wehr—Council Rep
Property 4th Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Lynn Watson and Lee Bieber– Co-Chairs
Dave Hartman—Council Rep
Social Ministry 4th T uesday at 6:30 pm
Valli Rovenolt-Chairperson
Garry Ritter—Council Rep
THURSDAY
Executive Committee 1st T hursday at 7:00 pm
Church Council 2nd T hursday at 7:00 pm
Worship and Music 3rd T hursday at 7:00 pm
John Craven -Chairperson
Carolyn Bieber—Council Rep
Staff Support 4th T hursday at 7:00 pm
Melissa Kilgus -Chairperson
Deb Webb—Council Rep

Team 2 Joe and Mary Lou Murray 437-2478
Team 3 Martha and Lauren Weidner 649-5438

SUNDAY
Christian Education meets quarterly at 6:30 pm
Ann Gardner—Council Rep

Team 4 Ashley and Janet Reasner 649-5658
14
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