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Dear friends in Christ,
For many years of my ministry I have used a long-range planning system devised by Pastor Kennon Callahan. We have used it
twice here at Zion. One of the first tasks of the planning group coming
together is to answer what Pastor Callahan calls the “Invitational
Question.” The question is in two parts and it is stated this way: “Do
you believe that all of our best days are behind us as a church?” or
“Do you believe that some of our best days are still ahead of us as a
church?” I remember reviewing these questions with my brand-new
Church Council in another congregation 28 years ago. The Church
Council President, an elderly man with a long family history in our
church, exclaimed “What a stupid question! Of course, you have to
say that some of our best years are still ahead of us. Otherwise just
close the doors and shut the church down!” Although I wasn't expecting such a vociferous reaction, that older pillar of the church was absolutely right. Every church has to think that some of its best days are
still ahead of it, otherwise we are truly on death's door.
So what do you think? Zion has enjoyed many, many good
years as a congregation. We have shared the gospel in our own community and even farther. We have supported ministries that actually
reach around the globe. We can say so much about the past history of
Zion, and without a doubt some of our very best days are behind us.
At the same time, there are wonderful days still ahead of us. Some of
our best days, even. Whereas our past was firmly placed in what many
call the Christian culture, or Christendom, today and our future are
placed in a time when we are called to be a mission church. It's true,
we have a very rich mission field before us. That's the attitude we
have to adopt. Instead of saying, “People just don't go to church anymore,” we need to look at our community and rejoice that we have so
many people to teach about the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Think about
that for a moment. That is the very thing we are called to do as a
church. We are called to let people know that Jesus is risen from the
dead, and that makes all the difference in their lives. Jesus has started
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The Ascension of Our Lord
May 30, 2019
7:00 pm
The Ascension of Our Lord
In Luke’s gospel the risen Christ ascends into
heaven and his followers are assured that the
Spirit will empower them to be witnesses
throughout the earth. The disciples were told to
not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus; we find
his presence among us as we proclaim the word
and share the Easter feast. We too long for the
Spirit to enliven our faith and encourage our mission. We will celebrate the Eve of the Ascension
this year on Thursday, May 30th at 7:00 pm.
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Community Carnival: June 3rd – 8th.
Our church will be serving food under the Pavilion the first
week in June and we will need a community of helpers. We
will need food servers, food preparers, pie bakers, and a
clean-up crew. Signup sheets are posted in the lobby for
both volunteers and donations. If you would prefer to
give a monetary donation, please designate the donation
to the “Zion Carnival”. If you have any questions, please
contact Leslie Hartline 570-716-3850.

Reminder – all helpers must wear a hat or hair net.
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a brand-new creation, and he is the first fruits. God's plan is to unite
all things in heaven and on earth, all of creation into Jesus Christ. We
are part of that gathering-in team. With Jesus our best days are always
ahead of us. We are the body of Christ together, the baptized holy
priesthood of Jesus. With so many people to evangelize, many of our
best days are still ahead of us. The question becomes, will you participate in making the years to come some of our best days?
Life is a gift. It's not earned, it is simply given to us by our
Creator. The gift of life is not our own doing; it is the gift of God. We
can be grateful to God for this remarkable gift of life. In our thankfulness and gratitude, we can enjoy the life we've been given. We cannot
spend the time that we've been given complaining or moaning about
the fact that things are not just how we wish they were. Life is short,
we should not waste our lives in such a way. Rather we can live the
spirit of joy, a spirit that comes from being loved by Jesus Christ,
from being granted the wonderful gift of life and salvation in Jesus.
And we can share that life and salvation with people that we know.
My friends, people are drawn to those who are enjoying life. We are a
healthy, capable congregation. We are a congregation that is solid and
strong. Let us enjoy life together and draw as many as we possibly
can into the wonderful love of Jesus Christ. I can guarantee you, some
of our best days are still ahead of us.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Roux
Bible Study on First John
Commenting on the First Letter of John, Martin Luther wrote: “This
is an outstanding epistle. It can buoy up afflicted hearts. Furthermore, it has John's style and manner of expression, so beautifully and
gently does it picture Christ to us." In this one little letter we hear
the central themes of Christianity proclaimed in just a few brief
chapters. A seven session course on the First Letter of John begins
Tuesday, April 23 and will be offered at both 10:30 am and 7:30 pm.
The course is based on a study guide prepared by Pastor Timothy
Keller of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New York City. Please call
the church office (570) 649-5195 if you would like to attend.
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The Scholarship Fund Committee proudly announces that monies will
be available for scholarship applicants for the fall semester 2019. The
scholarship is a one-time gift per applicant to be awarded after the student
completes the second semester of an approved college degree program.

Student must provide:
•
•
•

A fully completed and signed application form to the church
office by June 1,2019
Copy of first semester transcripts.
Recent snapshot/school picture.

Payment will go directly to the college address provided on the application.
Application forms are to be available through the church office.

The Paschal Triduum
The Passover Three Days
April 18th Maundy Thursday
7:00 pm The Holy Eucharist
April 19th Good Friday
7:00 pm Veneration of the Cross
April 20th Holy Saturday
7:00 pm The Great Vigil of Easter

April 21st Easter Sunday, The Queen of Feasts
6:30 am Easter Sunrise Eucharist
8:00 am Breakfast
9:15 am Sunday Church School
9:15 am Easter Egg Hunt for Pre-K to Sixth Grade
10:30 am The Holy Eucharist

Preschool registration are
being accepted for 2019/2020
school year. If you know of
children who wish to apply or
have questions contact the
church office.
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED IN THE
CHURCH OFFICE
Office coverage is needed to
cover Cathy’s vacation time
between the hours of 9:00
am—12:00 noon. Call Cathy
in the office if you can help or
have any questions.
Duties include answering the
telephone, taking messages,
fold and stuff the bulletins for
Sunday.
Coverage is needed in the church
office for the following days:
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Friday—May 24, 31
Fridays—June 7, 14, 28 25

Upcoming Fundraising Events
Mark Your Calendars
Details will be announced
Watch the Sunday Bulletins
April 21th

from 8:00 – 10:00 Easter Breakfast

April 28th Paint Party - What’s more fun than creating your own
painting? Doing it with your friends! Join us Sunday, April 28,
2:00-5:00 pm for fun, refreshments, and the chance to create
your own masterpiece. Step by step instructions and no skill
required. Cost is $35. Call Jeannette Calhoun to register
(570) 238-1555.
May 5th

6:00 – 8:00 PM Mother’s Appreciation Dinner

May 30th 5:00 – 9:00 PM Use of kitchen for Carnival
June 3rd – 8th 1:00 – 9:00 PM use of kitchen for Carnival
July 15th – Wendy’s Dining out (no church use needed)
Aug 16th/17th All day kitchen to cook for August Fest
Set 14th

All Day Craft Fair

Oct 19th

4:00 – 7:00 Chicken and/or Ham Pot Pie Dinner

Nov 16th

4:00 – 7:00 Roast Beef or Baked Steak Dinner

Dec 21st

4:00 – 7:00 Fish Dinner
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Holy Week at Zion
Holy Week begins with our celebration of The Sunday of the Passion,
also known as Palm Sunday. We receive palms to raise up
in worship, remembering Jesus’ triumphant entrance
through the Golden Gate in Jerusalem to begin the events of
his suffering, death, and resurrection. We hear the story of
the passionate love of Jesus from the Gospel of St. Luke.
Maundy Thursday begins with confession and absolution, then recalls
the events of that final night for Jesus. The pastor and assistant will wash the feet of all who come forward, recalling the mandate (“Maundy”) of Jesus to “Love one
another as I have loved you.” We then share the Lord’s
Supper at Jesus’ command to “Do this, as often as you do
it, in remembrance of me.” After the meal, the altar is stripped in preparation for Good Friday.
Good Friday’s liturgy is called “The Veneration of the
Cross.” We will hear the reading of the Passion according
to St. John for the emphasis on the victory of Christ our
King. Bidding Prayers are then prayed, followed by the
procession with a rough hewn cross and the opportunity to
pray at the foot of the cross.
Holy Saturday worship is known as “The Great Vigil of
Easter.” We begin as the day turns to evening, marking
the beginning of the third day – the day of resurrection.
We will gather outside for the lighting of the New Fire
and the procession with the Paschal Candle. The candle represents
Christ risen from the tomb. Once settled inside again, we will listen to
the history of salvation through a series of Old Testament readings. We
then move to the baptismal font for the baptism. Then we share the
first Eucharist of Easter.
The days of Holy Week are the most important days of the year for a
true believer. In the ritual drama of our worship we are drawn closer to
Jesus Christ our Lord. You are greatly encouraged to be present with
your family and enter fully into the mystery of salvation with the
whole body of Christ
5

Purchase
your
tickets now
Plan to join us for a
Mother’s Appreciation
Dinner to be held on May 5
The Christian Education Committee will be sponsoring an
Easter Egg Hunt during the Sunday Church School on Easter Sunday. Donations of filled eggs would be greatly appreciated. Suggestions for filling the eggs include: Candy, coins,
stickers, rub on tattoos, etc. Donations should be turned
into the Church office by Friday, April 19th.

at 6PM. We are inviting
ALL family members to come together and celebrate
mothers with us!

The cost will be $10 for adults, $5 for children 5-12
years old, and children four and under are free.
The menu includes rotisserie pork, scalloped potatoes,

Reserve your place for Easter
Breakfast !
Easter Breakfast will be held Easter morning, April 21, at 8:00 am.
Everyone is invited to attend. Come and enjoy the fellowship. Reservation
slips will be located on the table in the narthex. If you would like to help with
the breakfast in any way, contact Larry Kocher.

almond green beans, corn, coleslaw and cake.
Entertainment will be provided.

We are also looking for a few volunteers to serve at this
family meal; please contact Larry Kocher.

Sunday, May 5, 2019
Tickets will be available Sundays between services
or call the church office, 570-649-5195.
6
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the simple truth behind reading a lot of books: It’s not that hard. We have all
the time we need. The scary part—the part we all ignore—is that we are too
addicted and too distracted to do what we all know is important. All it takes
to start reading a lot more is to take “empty time” spent Twitter-stalking
celebrities or watching “Desperate Housewives” and convert some of it to
reading time. The theory is simple. It’s the execution that’s hard.
4. Execute
We all know reading is important. We all know we should do more of it, but
we don’t. The main reason this happens is a failure to execute. Here are
some tactics that may help get results.
a. Use environmental design
Media is designed to be addictive. Moving away from media
addiction can be as difficult as quitting drugs. The biggest bang-forbuck changes here are environmental. If you want to read, make sure
(1) you remove all distractions from your environment and (2) you
make books as easy to access as possible. Try to keep books
everywhere so you can just pick one up and start reading.
b. Upload habits
Willpower is not a good tool for lifestyle change. It always fails you
when you need it most. Instead of relying on strength of mind, build
a fortress of habits—these are what will keep you resilient in tough
times.
c. Go multi-medium
When it comes to reading, be a jack of all trades, not a specialist. If
your goal is to read more, you can’t be picky about where you read
or what mediums you use. Read paper books. Read on your phone
or tablet. Listen to audiobooks. Do these things everywhere—on
park benches, in buses, on vacation… wherever you can.
Make your reading opportunistic. If you have a chance, take it. If you don’t
have a chance, find one. If you’re looking for answers, give reading a try.
You may find much, much more than what you were looking for.
Great reads are available on the bookshelves in the narthex. Check out time
is two weeks.

Excerpted and adapted from “In the
time you spend on social media each
year, you could read 200 books” by
Charles Chu, Quartz, January 29, 2017.

22

Extending the Meal
Each time that we gather for the Holy Communion, it is an anticipation of
that time when Christians of every century and place will be together at the
heavenly banquet table. Some of the imperfections are unavoidable because
most of the generations of the church are not visible to us right now! But
there are some things that we can do to include at the Lord's Table each Sunday as many of our members currently living as we can. Illnesses, infirmities, and other problems get in the way of meeting this goal. So if folks cannot get to Zion, perhaps Zion can get to them! Just think of it as the communion queue being extended through time and space to the sickbed of a
member who wishes that he or she could share with us in receiving the gifts
of grace from the Lord Jesus.
How could we accomplish this?
1. We begin by identifying those who are unable to be present and who
would like to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion at home.
2. We invite, recruit, and train a group of members of the parish to serve as
Communion Visitors. These might be some of those who already are assisting at the services at Zion, but include others who would like to share in this
particular ministry.
3. We appoint one person to serve as the organizer, who schedules a visitor
and a person to be visited each Sunday, and provides the two names to the
Presiding Pastor. The schedule will be regularly changing so that many visitors and persons-visited become acquainted.
4. We provide a printed order for each Visitor to use, as part of the training.
5. As the last person is communed each Sunday at whichever service the
Visitor attends, the Assisting Minister places a small amount of the Body and
Blood of Christ into the containers enclosed in the small Communion box.
6. The concluding prayer of the service then is also a public commissioning
of the Visitor and a remembrance of the person to be visited.
7. As the Assisting Minister prays, the Presiding Pastor hands the Communion box to the Visitor, who is encouraged to make the visit as soon as it
is practical.
8. Sometime during the week, the Visitor returns the box to the church,
cleaned and ready for its next use, and informs the organizer of any details
that need to be passed on to future visitors, as well as sharing appropriate
information with the Pastor.
Contact Clissie Sheatler if you are interested 570-437-2215
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LIBRARY NOTES

Holy Humor Sunday - Zion Youth will
be leading worship on Sunday, April 28
at both 8:00 and 10:30 am . It is an old
tradition of the church to celebrate the
Second Sunday after Easter with fun
because God played a great joke on
the devil by raising Jesus from the
dead. We will have skits, jokes, and
great music, all celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Social Media… or Books
Did you know that in the time you spend on social media each
year, you could read 200 books? Somebody once asked Warren
Buffett about his secret to success. Buffett pointed to a stack of books
and said, “Read 500 pages like this every day. That’s how knowledge
works. It builds up, like compound interest. All of you can do it, but I
guarantee not many of you will…”
1. Do not quit before you start
When average person hears the advice “Read 500 pages like this every
day,” his snap reaction is to say, “No way! That’s impossible!” and
will then go on to make up reasons to justify his belief without doing
any deep thinking at all. These might include “I’m too busy,” “I’m not
smart enough,” or “Books just aren’t for me.” It’s just like Buffett
says… anyone can do it, but most people won’t.

Pastor Roux will be on Vacation
Monday, May 13, 2019 through
Monday, May 20, 2019. If you have
a pastoral emergency please contact
the church office 570-649-5195.
Authorized Lay Worship Leader,
Mindy Bartholomew, will preach
and preside that weekend.
May 13-20, 2019

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
The Joe Murray Band
Country Gospel Music
Sunday, May 19, 2019
6:30 pm
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“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.”
~~ Martin Luther

2. Do the simple math
How much time does it take to read 200 books a year?
First, let’s look at two quick statistics:
 The average American reads 200–400 words per minute
 Typical non-fiction books have about 50,000 words
Now, all we need are some quick calculations…
 200 books at 50,000 words/book = 10 million words
 10 million words/400 wpm = 25,000 minutes
 25,000 minutes/60 = 417 hours
That’s all there is to it. To read 200 books, simply spend 417 hours a
year reading.
3. Find the time
Wow, 417 hours! That sure feels like a lot. But what does 417 hours
really mean? Let’s try to get some perspective.
Here’s how much time a single American spends on social media and
TV in a year:
 608 hours on social media
 1642 hours on TV
That’s 2250 hours a year spent on JUNK! If those hours were spent
reading instead, you could be reading over 1,000 books a year! Here’s
21

I would like to Thank everyone you sent cards,
phone calls and inquiries on my health. Thank
you to Pastor Roux for his hospital and home
visits.
Bessie Bush

ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Middle School and High School Youth
Groups
Youth Sunday Rehearsal
Sunday, April 14, 5:00 – 7:00 pm
Sunday, April 27, 10am -12 noon
Youth Sunday will be held April 28 at both 8:00 and 10:30 am.
We need every youth to make this a great event. We are in need
of readers, actors, singers, and worship leaders.

Sunday, April 28
Holy Humor Sunday - Zion Youth will be leading worship on
Sunday, April 28 at both 8:00 and 10:30 am. It is an old tradition
of the church to celebrate the Second Sunday after Easter with
fun because God played a great joke on the devil by raising
Jesus from the dead. We will have skits, jokes, and great music,
all celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Altar Flowers sponsors are
needed for …
July 28
August 18
The price per set is $30.00. The
flower chart is located on the
bulletin board in the hallway outside of the church office. Please
call the office to check for
availability.

We invite all youth to join us Middle School Youth Group is for 5th
through 8th grades, and High School is for 9th through 12th grades.
Amanda Stoudt is serving as our Middle School advisor, and Lydia
Nugent as our Senior High advisor. Call Pastor Roux at home
570 437-9058 or church 570 649-5195 with any questions. Youth
Group usually meets on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from
5:00—7:00 pm. Group builders, devotions, games, projects, and food
are part of every meeting. Other events and schedule changes will be
announced.
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PASTOR AVAILABLE
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any
time for home or hospital visits, counseling,
prayer, or conversation. You may reach him at
the church office 649-5195 or home 437-9058.
Please leave a message and he will return it as
soon as possible.

Current Fund
Daily Expenses
Balance brought forward (2/28/19)

8,233.10
March
19,639.19
20,495.03
7,185.26

Monthly Contributions
Monthly Disbursements
Balance (3/31/19)

12,999.05
YTD
59,868.76
65,106.55
7,185.26

Building Fund—$12,029.44
Nave Improvement—$65,756.08
Organ Fund—$29,545.00

March Attendance
SATURDAY 6:00 PM WORSHIP
Join us for Saturday Evening 6:00 pm Worship. Our Saturday
worship is meant to be helpful to those who find an evening
worship time more convenient. It is a simple but inspiring service of Word and Holy Communion that includes organ music
and traditional hymns. Our worship on Saturday, May 4th
will include “The Laying on of Hands and Anointing with Oil”
for those who wish to receive this healing ministry. We are
also recruiting to form a Praise Group that will lead worship
from time to time. If you play an instrument or sing, please
contact Pastor Roux at the church (570) 649-5195.
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Total Congregational attendance at services:
8:00 am - 338
10:30 am - 241
Saturday Evening - 67
Wednesday Prayer - 59
Ash Wednesday - 81
Wednesday Lenten Evening Prayer—116
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Wednesday Prayer
Service
Our Wednesday Prayer
services are held at 9:00 am.
For those looking for an
additional opportunity to
receive Holy Communion, the
Prayer Group celebrates the
sacrament at its service on the
fourth Wednesday of every
month. Join us for prayer on
Wednesdays.

Electronic Giving Option
The Simply Giving Program
Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union
Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now
be debited automatically from your checking or savings
account. Our new electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency
for our congregation.

IS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGING ?
We need your help to maintain our church
records and to keep in touch with you. If your
address has changed please notify the church
office. You can call 570-649-5195 or email us
your new address
zionlc39@windstream.net

If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52
envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from attending services, this program will allow
your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.
An authorization form is available from the church office.

We are being charged for every item that is
returned to us due to an incorrect address,
even 911 changes.

18

11

JOLLY BUNCH
Jolly Bunch will meet May 8, 2019 at 10:30 am.
Our program will be “Sister Act” Sue Wajda and Cindy
Tarr. We will go to Bonanza for lunch.
Our next gathering will be June 12, 2019.
Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in May
Phyllis Chaapel—19th
Howard Soffel—21st

We meet the second Wednesday of the month.

COOKIES for College Students
Social Ministry and our supportive congregation will once
again be providing cookies and snacks for our college students. This year we have at least 16 students who will receive
their box of goodies. Of those 16 there are 7 that are living
at home in the Turbotville/Watsontown area. Due to the rising costs of postage we will no longer be mailing the cookie
boxes to those students. We are asking that the parents or
students please pick up their box at the church. We will have
them available after April 23rd. We will still be mailing to
those that are residing at college
Thank you for your continued support and please help to
make this outreach successful.
Thank you Social Ministry Committee

The Cookies/Snack sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the narthex.
12

Team 4 Brenda Reasner 649-5749
COMMITTEES AT A GLANCE
MONDAY
Disaster Relief Team 1st Monday at 6:30 pm
Jeff Furman—Chairperson
TUESDAY
Outreach 2nd T uesday at 7:00 pm
Pastor Roux-Chairperson
Brenda Reasner—Council Rep
Stewardship 3rd Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Barry Durlin-Chairperson
Lisa Wehr—Council Rep
Property 4th Tuesday at 7:00 pm
Lynn Watson and Lee Bieber– Co-Chairs
Dave Hartman—Council Rep
Social Ministry 4th T uesday at 6:30 pm
Rick Rovenolt-Chairperson
Dennis Webb—Council Rep
THURSDAY
Executive Committee 1st T hursday at 7:00 pm
Church Council 2nd T hursday at 7:00 pm
Worship and Music 3rd T hursday at 7:00 pm
John Craven -Chairperson
Leon Hagenbuch—Council Rep
Staff Support M eets went needed
Melissa Kilgus -Chairperson
John Myers—Council Rep
SUNDAY
Christian Education meets quarterly
Jeff Furman—Council Rep
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058)
Leslie Hartline, Council President (570-716-3850)
Michael Yohn, Organist
Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist
Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music
Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary
Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher
Wendy Wood, Preschool Helper

Dennis Sheatler, Custodian
Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm - 570-649-5195
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Church website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zionturbotville pa
Prayer Chain Anchors:
Call before 9:00 pm
Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 649-5358
Team 2 Clissie Sheatler 437-2215
Team 3 Martha and Lauren Weidner 649-5438

16

May Newsletter
deadline is

May 8, 2019
Are you aware that we have …
… large print Portals of Prayer?
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at
the back of the church?

Large print bulletins are available for all
worship services.
Children’s bulletins are also available
for worship services.
Just ask an usher.

Church E-Mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zion turbotville pa
Check out the pictures on Facebook
Synod USS Ark Want to keep up with the Upper
Susquehanna Synod news? Here is the link
http://www.uss-elca.org/uss-ark/
13

Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound,
in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military:

Birthdays are listed
At Home
Janet Reasner – 1/5
Earle Jarrett – 2/28
Alice Durlin – 6/9
Emily Gottschall - 10/10
Freda Keefer- 10/13
Elizabeth Sampsell 11/7
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20
Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown
Finley Stahl – 5/1
Eleanor Trefsger –9/21
Wolf Run – Hughesville
Joyce Snyder – 6/17
Rockwell- Milton
Dodie Day – 6/23
Manor Care North – Williamsport
Janice Metzger 4/15
Elmcroft—Montoursville
Phil Bower 12/30
Riverwoods – Lewisburg
Gladys Durlin – 2/26
Joan Webb – 10/10
Nancy DeHart – 12/26
Nottingham Village - Northumberland
Joyce Osman – 2/27
Joyce McCollum

WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS
HELPING NEIGHBORS
MAY
Sweet, succulent pineapple is what we shall bring for our
neighbors in May. Bring pineapple in large or small cans,
crushed, chunked, sweetened or unsweetened. Can’t beat
the taste! Let’s fill our shopping carts with pineapple for
our neighbors this month. Many, many thanks for your
generosity

Military R. Scott Keister-3/12
John Rump-3/26
Christopher Keister-4/2
Keenan Young—6/27
Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16
14
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