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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS
HELPING NEIGHBORS
VEGETABLES – Let’s turn our thoughts to
vegetables and think “snap beans”. Let us look on the grocer’s shelves for cans of snap beans to bring home for our
neighbors. These may be yellow or green, cut or whole, or
perhaps French-style, in large or small cans. All sizes, all
varieties are appreciated and most welcome.
Donations may be dropped off at the church narthex.

Altar Flowers sponsors are needed
July 19, 26;
August 16, 23, 30
November 29
December 13.
The price per set is $30.00. The
flower chart is located on the
bulletin board in the hallway outside
of the church office. Please check
for availability.
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Dear friends in Christ,
This month I offer you a sermon
written for our Wednesday Service of
Prayer for the Fifth Week of Easter.
It is available to view on our YouTube
Channel, “Zion Turbotville.”
Matthew 10:26-31
“So have no fear of them; for nothing is
covered up that will not be uncovered,
and nothing secret that will not become
known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you
hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not
be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.”
It has been said that one of the deepest motivators of people
in this world is fear. When someone has an issue or problem of
some kind and you dig deep down into why they have a negative
feeling that's bothering them, the feeling that underlies all of their
distress is ultimately fear. People fear for their survival, they fear
that they will not belong, and they fear that their lives do not matter. When fear gets a grip on people they often feel stuck and unable to move in any positive way in their lives.
Is it any wonder that the most often repeated commandment
in the entire Bible is, “Do not fear!” The Bible is full of plenty of
commands that come from God, chief among them are to love God
and to love neighbor. And then there are many other commands to
worship, pray, give offerings, take care of the least of these. But
God knows our hearts. In first Samuel 16:7 we read, “Man looks
on the outward appearance, but God looks at the heart.” God
knows what's going on inside of us and that's why the command
most often given in the Bible is, “Do not fear!” God knows that it
is fear that gets his people stuck and unable to live lives that produce good fruit and good works for the sake of God's world, for the
sake of his kingdom. People need assurance that everything is ulti3

mately guided by the loving hand of God and that they will in the
end be “Okay.” So, prophets and psalmists and Angels and apostles tell the people of God time and again in the Bible, “Do not
fear!” And now, in this reading from St. Matthew, we have Jesus
himself telling his disciples, “Do not be afraid.”
As a matter of fact in just a few short versus Jesus tells his
followers to not be afraid, then to be afraid, then to not be afraid
again. It can all seem a bit confusing, but we can learn much to
lift our fearful souls if we will look closely at what Jesus has to
say. In this chapter from the Gospel of St. Matthew, Jesus is instructing his 12 disciples before he sends them out on a preaching and healing mission. What they have heard him say about
himself and the nature of his kingdom has been kept quiet among
their group. But there will come a time when those secrets of the
kingdom will need to be shouted from the house tops. He is
warning them of the consequences of preaching about him and
the Kingdom of God. Jesus is telling them that in some of the
villages where they go to minister, they will be forced out. In
other places there will be some who will seriously oppose them
and try to arrest them and flog them. At times they may even be
dragged before the high governing authorities for criminal prosecution and their lives will be threatened. But then Jesus tells
them not to be afraid of those who can kill the body but cannot
kill the soul. The human opposition they encounter can kill them,
yes, but cannot ultimately separate them from God. Being separated from God in the destruction of our souls would be the
greatest tragedy. But Jesus assures his disciples and us, that is
not going to happen. Jesus takes hold of them and says, “Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to
the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your
head are all counted.” And for a second time Jesus utters those
words that we all need resonating deeply inside of us, “So do not
be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows." Jesus is
letting them know that while they are being persecuted they may
be doubtful of God's care for them and experience great fear, but
God the Father is there for them beyond all good and evil, beyond living and dying. Everything is ultimately guided by the
loving hand of God and as they go about their business of proclamation and healing, in the end they will be be “Okay.”
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Whether it's commiserating with a caterpillar who eats too much,
considering how a small act of kindness can change the course of
someone's day, or watching what unfolds when someone decides to shake a
snow-topped tree, books invite young readers to explore how actions always
result in a specific outcome and enables them to think more critically about
the world and their place in it. It could also bring you and your child closer,
as they trust you to lead the way but feel confident in offering their own
suggestions.
Exploring causality in books prompts a child to ask bigger and
broader questions: How does the world work? How are events influenced by
one another? How do they explore that themselves? How can they think
outside of the box to problem solve? And mastering a curious nature as a
child may translate to certain mindsets and achievements as an adult.
Excerpted and adapted from “Children Prefer Storybooks That Teach Them
How and Why the World Works” by Kristen Rogers, CNN.com/health, April
16, 2020.

Preschool registrations are
being accepted for 2020/2021
school year. If you know of
children who wish to apply or
have questions contact the
church office.
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LIBRARY NOTES
“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.”
~~ Martin Luther
Cause and Effect
So many parents can get fed up with the never-ending series
of "Why? Why? Why?" questions from their children, never more so
than during a pandemic lockdown. It turns out, it is developmentally
appropriate for children to ask questions, according to a new study. As
they develop, children have a natural curiosity in the causal structure of
the world around them.
The study finds that children prefer storybooks that explain the
functions of the world around them. When read similar types of books
geared to the same audience, children preferred the book with the
more explanatory information. "If they're more interested or excited
about reading, they're going to ask the parent to read more with them
or be more cooperative reading together with their parent or other
adults in their life," said the study author, Margaret Shavlik. "If we find
books that are more interesting to children, they'll maybe have an
increase in motivation to read and also may get more out of it."
"If children do prefer storybooks with causal explanations,
adults might seek out more causally rich books to read with children -which might in turn increase the child's motivation to read together,
making it easier to foster early literacy," Shavlik said. Early
engagement in reading can also improve literacy and language skills
and give children a head start once they enter school.
As parents try to cope with educating their kids at home during
the COVID-19 pandemic, know that the hallmarks of a book with
causal information include explanations as to why an event happens,
how something works, or why a character chooses a specific course.
For example, if a character is sad that his dog died and his sadness
manifests as anger and irritability, some books might just describe his
feelings. But a good expository text would explain why the boy is sad,
and how feelings can appear differently on the outside. And there are
benefits to talking through themes other than sadness.
Exploring causality by having a dialogue with your child as you
read through a book could make them more interested in reading.
Rather than simply reading the book to your child and letting them sit
quietly, encourage them to discuss the book as you go along. Ask
them to help you find an object on the page, the color of a building, or
how a character might be feeling according to his facial expression.
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We need to hear these words today just as surely as the disciples did. These have been difficult times for us as we cope with the
many changes that have come upon our lives because of the COVID
-19 pandemic. We hear many things that cause us first to be afraid.
Then we get news that we should not be afraid. Then fearful news
comes upon us again. We move on with a brave face doing what
needs to be accomplished, but for many people there is a distress
deep inside them that causes fear. We want to be seen and noticed
and accounted for by God our Father as much as any little sparrow is
noticed. We need God to say to us very clearly, “Do not be afraid!”
The truth is, though, that sometimes our fears get the better of
us. As I said before, fears are strong when we perceive a threat to
our survival, our deep-seated need to belong, and our desire to have
our lives matter and make a difference. Author Mark Reed, in an article in the journal “Leadership,” tells this story of a little sparrow
whose very fears threaten him. He writes, “Eating lunch at a small
cafe, I saw a sparrow hop through the open door and peck at the
crumbs near my table. When the crumbs were gone, the sparrow
hopped to the window ledge, spread its wings, and took flight. Brief
flight. It crashed against the window pane and fell to the floor. The
bird quickly recovered and tried again. Crash. And again. Crash.
I got up and attempted to shoo the sparrow out the door, but
the closer I got the harder it threw itself against the pane. I nudged it
with my hand. That sent the sparrow fluttering along the ledge, hammering its beak at the glass. Finally, I reached out and gently caught
the bird, folding my fingers around its wings and body. It weighed
almost nothing. I thought of how powerless and vulnerable the sparrow must have felt. At the door I released it, and the sparrow sailed
away. As I did with the sparrow, God takes us captive only to set us
free.”
The little sparrow in the story feared for its very life. It was
confused and frantic in its attempts to be free. What it needed was
the loving hands of someone who cared to wrap it up and free it. As
Mark Reed says, God can do that for us. What I make of this story is
that we need Jesus Christ to embrace us with his words of promise
that the Father watches over us. The word of God is always external
to us. That's why we need to embrace the Word of God right now, so
that it can embrace us. We need to read Scripture by ourselves and
5

with one another. We need to pray by ourselves and with one another. We need to sing psalms and hymns of praise to God. Through
those means of grace the loving hands of God's Word will embrace
us and free us from our fears and assure us that ultimately everything
will be “Okay.”
Jesus said to his disciples, “What you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops." I'm sure that many of you have seen the
videos of people during this pandemic, who have shouted words of
encouragement to one another from balconies, sung national anthems, Opera, and pop songs that lifted their spirits. One of the best
videos I saw was of a group of Nuns in Italy singing from the house
top of their residence. The nation of Italy was perhaps the hardest hit
by the coronavirus in Europe. Partly because of the early travel of
tourists to their nation, and also the large number of elderly in the
population, the virus spread quickly, many were infected. Hospitals
were overwhelmed and the death rates were great. But here were
these nuns, certainly at their age among the most vulnerable of their
population, singing praises to God on the rooftops. They sang out in
their tradition, “We ask heavenly mother to keep all coronavirus sufferers and all carers safe.”
Because of their lives of prayer, scripture reading, and praise,
they knew what it was like to be embraced by the Word of God and
freed. In their freedom, despite the threat surrounding them, they
were able to proclaim a God who loves and cares for them and for all
the people. Can we do the same? On whatever rooftop you find yourself, on a phone call, writing a letter, online with someone, allow the
good news that God watches over us embrace you and move you to
proclaim to other people a God who will get us through this difficult
time. Despite our fears, the Father is at work, he sees you, little sparrow that you are, and everything will be “Okay.” Amen.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Roux
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The Scholarship Fund Committee proudly announces that monies
will be available for scholarship applicants for the fall semester 2020.
The scholarship is a one-time gift per applicant to be awarded after the
student completes the second semester of an approved college degree
program. Student must provide:
•
•
•

A fully completed and signed application
form to the church office by
June 1,2020
Copy of first semester transcripts.
Recent snapshot/school picture.

Payment will go directly to the college address
provided on the application.
Application forms are available through the church office.

College or High School Students
Zion members graduating from college or high school are asked
to let us know at the church office about their graduation.
Please provide us with address changes so we can keep up
communication, and let us know what your future plans are.

Noah Roux is graduating from
Bloomsburg University with a BA
in Political Science with a focus
on Legal Studies. He will be
attending law school in the Fall.
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All church activities scheduled within this newsletter
are subject to change depending upon the guidance of
our civic leaders.

Noah Roux

Pete Reasner

BLOOMSBURG UNIV.

WARRIOR RUN

WELCOME TO DRIVE-IN WORSHIP

Samantha Snyder

Sundays at 10:30 am
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
39 Paradise Street, Turbotville

Alexis Wildt

MILTON

DANVILLE

Warrior Run High School

Sunday, May 31st
7:30 pm
at Zion
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•

People attending our service can stay safely separated
while we worship together.
Please park at the direction of the ushers. Small cars in
front, SUVs and trucks in back.
We ask that everyone stay in their cars.
Listen to the service over your car radio on 106.9 FM.
The church building will not be open, so plan accordingly.
The service will last approximately 45 minutes.
Please leave the parking lot when you are dismissed by the
ushers.

YouTube worship postings will continue
on Wednesdays and Sundays
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058)
THE DAY OF PENTECOST
May 31st
An ancient Hebrew harvest festival that
came to be associated with the giving of
God's law at Mount Sinai, Pentecost became for Christians the occasion for the
gift of the Holy Spirit to the church. The
Spirit is the power of the resurrected Jesus in our midst, claiming us in baptism,
and sending us into the world to be bearers of that divine word that can bring new
life and salvation. Celebrate Pentecost
with us May 31st.

Mary Kauffman, Council President
Michael Yohn, Organist
Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist

Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music
Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary
Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher
Wendy Wood, Preschool Helper
Rick Rovenolt, Custodian
Office Hours: M-TH 8:30 am to 4:30 pm - 570-649-5195
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Church website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zionturbotville pa
You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville

THE HOLY TRINITY – June 7th
The Trinity describes a marvelous relationship. The Son loves the
Father so much he is obedient even to going to the cross for the sake
of saving the world. The Father loves the Son so much he raises him
from death saying “yes” to the way of grace and new life. The Holy
Spirit is the power of love shared between Son and Father. This love
relationship shapes the way we live as Christians. Be a part of God’s
love on The Holy Trinity at worship on June 7th.

Prayer Chain Anchors:
Call before 9:00 pm
Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 649-5358
Team 2 Clissie Sheatler 437-2215
Team 3 Martha and Lauren Weidner 649-5438
Team 4 Brenda Reasner 649-5749
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Current Fund
Daily Expenses
Balance brought forward (3/31/20)

1,596.60

Monthly Contributions
Monthly Disbursements
Balance (4/30/20)

April
26,524.63
7,010.55
20,918.68

7,971.00
YTD
81,959.27
68,743.59
20,918.68

BISHOP VISITING
Bishop Barbara J. Collins of the Upper
Susquehanna Synod will Preside at our
Drive-in Worship Service on Sunday,
June 7 at 10:30 am

Building Fund—$13,317.59
Nave Improvement—$105,204.07

Summer Office Hours
Our church office will be
closed on Fridays,
beginning May 29
through August 28
except for the newsletter
Fridays.
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Our You Tube worship posting
on Sunday, June 7 will include
a sermon recorded by Presiding
Bishop Elizabeth Eaton of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
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Ways to Be the Church during this Challenging Time

Ways to Care
Pray for our world, our leaders, and our medical caregivers.
Follow the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and
our civic leaders.
Check on family, friends, the elderly, and those most vulnerable
in our community.
Let the Zion community know where we can help with needs.
Ways to Worship
Read your Bible, sing favorite hymns, and pray.
Watch for worship posts Wednesdays and Sunday on our
YouTube Channel: Zion Turbotville
Also look for posts on our Facebook page and website.
~Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville
PA)
~Website: zionturbotville.com
~ YouTube Channel: Zion Turbotville
~ DRIVE-IN WORSHIP Sundays 10:30 am

Ways to Give to Zion
Offerings will be received by the ushers as you depart drive-in
worship today.
By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,
P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772
By dropping off your offering in the church narthex
Monday—Thursday 8:30 am—4:30 pm
Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com.
Just click on the yellow button that reads
“Donate online to support Zion Evangelical”
Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus

I am the vine, you are the branches
John15:5
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound,
in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military:

Birthdays are listed
At Home
Janet Reasner – 1/5
Freda Keefer- 10/13
Dulcinea Eck—11/1
Elizabeth Sampsell 11/7
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20
Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown
Eleanor Trefsger –9/21
Wolf Run – Hughesville
Joyce Snyder – 6/17
Rockwell- Milton
Dodie Day – 6/23
Manor Care North – Williamsport
Janice Metzger 4/15
Elmcroft—Montoursville
Phil Bower 12/30
Elmcroft—Lewisburg
Alice Durlin – 6/9
Riverwoods – Lewisburg
Gladys Durlin – 2/26
Joan Webb – 10/10

Nottingham Village - Northumberland

Joyce Osman – 2/27
Joyce McCollum - 12/2

Military R. Scott Keister-3/12
Christopher Keister-4/2
Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16
15

John Rump-3/26
Keenan Young—6/27

Do you need facemasks? Facemasks are
available free in our church narthex.
Please feel free to take what you need.
(One note, please do not try them on!)

June Newsletter
deadline is

June 10, 2020
Are you aware that we have …

… large print Portals of Prayer?
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at
the back of the church?

Large print bulletins are available for all
worship services.

JOLLY BUNCH
Jolly Bunch cancelled until further notice
Shut-in members with Birthdays in June
Alice Durlin—9th
Joyce Snyder—17th
Dodie Day—23rd

We meet the second Wednesday of the month.

Children’s bulletins are also available
for worship services.
Just ask an usher.
Church E-Mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zion turbotville pa
YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville
Check out the pictures on Facebook

Synod USS Ark Want to keep up with the Upper
Susquehanna Synod news? Here is the link
http://www.uss-elca.org/uss-ark/
14

IS YOUR ADDRESS CHANGING ?
We need your help to maintain our
church records and to keep in touch
with you. If your address has
changed please notify the church
office. You can call 570-649-5195
or email us your new address zionlc39@windstream.net
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PASTOR AVAILABLE
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any
time for telephone conversations. You may
reach him at his home at 570-437-9058. If he is
not available, please leave a message and he
will return it as soon as possible.

Electronic Giving Option
The Simply Giving Program
Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union
Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now
be debited automatically from your checking or savings
account. Our new electronic giving program offers
convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency
for our congregation.
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52
envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances
prevent you from attending services, this program will allow
your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.
An authorization form is available from the church office.

Pastor Roux will be on Vacation
Monday, June 1st through Sunday,
June 7th, 2020. If you have a
pastoral emergency please contact
the church office 570-649-5195.

June 1—7, 2020

Your offerings are needed now more than ever

Thank you …

...to all who have helped
with the technical aspects
of our Drive In Worship,
You Tube Channel,
Website and Facebook
postings.
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You may continue to send your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of
the following ways:
• By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,
P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;
• Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com.
Just click on the yellow button that reads
“Donate online to support Zion Evangelical”
• By dropping off your offering at the church
Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm
• Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus
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