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THE ZION NEWS 

PUBLICATION OF 
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TURBOTVILLE,  PA 

June 2021 

Turbotville Community  
Vacation Bible School 

Rocky Railway – Jesus' Power Pulls 
Us Through! 

Sunday, June 27th - Thursday, July 1st 
6:00 – 8:00 pm 

Camp Mt. Luther Day Camp  
“Generation to Generation”  

Monday, July 26th — Friday, July 30th 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
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CAMP MOUNT LUTHER DAY CAMP RETURNS! 
 

 The theme of  our Camp Mt. Luther Day Camp at Zion will be 
“Generation to Generation.” Camp comes the week of July 26-30, Monday 
Through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The camp is for youth who have 
completed Kindergarten through eighth grade. Youth will be divided into 
groups by grade levels Kindergarten through third, fourth through sixth, 
and seventh through eighth. Camp Mt. Luther will be sending four trained 
staff members to lead youth in games, sports, Bible study, singing, crafts, 
and worship. Lunch is included with the camp and the registration fee is 
only $20. There are many ways that you can help this year. 
 You can send us campers. Please invite friends, relatives, and 
neighbors to come to camp. Registration forms will soon be available at 
the church, and you can also have folks call the church office so we can 
send them a form. Who do you know that could benefit from a week of 
camp? 
 Please check out our donation trees appearing in the church narthex 
soon. Cut-outs hanging from the tree can be chosen to guide you in making 
donations of craft items, snacks, and funds. 
 Consider being a host family to one or more of our counselors. 
They are wonderful young men and women and you will be glad you of-
fered them hospitality. 
 We need adults who are willing to help with the craft table,  
registering and dismissing campers each day, and preparing lunches and 
snacks. We need teens who have completed at least 10th grade to assist our 
counselors throughout the day in guiding our campers. 
 We pray that God will raise up youth to attend, strengthen the staff 
and helpers, and that our revival of Day Camp this year will be a success. 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 In the Apostolic and Lutheran tradition we call our worship 
“liturgy,” which is translated “the work of the people.” This is what 
we do whenever we gather to hear the Word of God and share in the 
sacraments of Baptism and Holy Communion. We all have a role to 
play in this work, whether we are listening attentively to Scripture 
reading and preaching, bowing our heads in prayer, singing to the 
glory of God, sharing the peace with our brothers and sisters who  
surround us, or partaking of the precious body and blood of our Jesus 
Christ in the Lord's Supper. 
 There are also many leadership roles that we can take up  
to serve one another and the Lord in our worship. These include  
Acolytes, Ushers, Greeters, Presenters of Holy Communion vessels, 
Holy Communion Servers, and Lectors. We have had a fine tradition 
of filling these many roles regularly in our worship at Zion. Because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, we had to reduce or modify the partici-
pation of many in those tasks. 
 Now that we can fully gather again for worship it is time  
to renew our participation in this work. In addition, because of the 
renewal of our nave, we need to reacquaint ourselves with how we 
utilize our worship space. We will be offering training and renewal 
sessions for all worship assistants this summer. We will begin with 
Holy Communion Assistants and Ushers. Holy Communion  
Assistants may attend their session either Saturday, July 10 at 9:00 
am, or on Sunday, July 18 at 9:15 am. Ushers may attend their  
session either on  Sunday, July 11 at 9:15 am or Saturday, July 17  
at 9:00 am. It is hoped that with two options on different weekends,  
everyone will find a convenient time to attend. We will schedule 
times for Lectors, Greeters, Presenters of Communion Vessels, and 
Acolytes at a later date. 
 If you have served as a worship assistant in the past, I ask  
that you consider serving again. We need your familiarity with and  
devotion to the tasks. If you have not served in the 
past, this would be an excellent time to learn and 
serve a valuable role in our liturgy. We will have  
several opportunities to sign up in the weeks ahead. 
You may also speak to me if you have any questions 
about serving. May we soon have a fully staffed and 
regularly scheduled group of  
worship assistants again at Zion. 
 Peace, Pastor Roux 
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The Octagon in Our Worship Space 
 Symbolic numbers have been used in worship and Christian 
architecture throughout the history of the church. These numbers 
come from images in the Scriptures. For example, the number three, 
in the shape of a triangle, depicts the Holy Trinity: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. The use of the number four brings to mind the four Gos-
pel writers and the spreading of the good news to the four corners of 
the world, and that number is represented by the four corners of the 
altar table. The number six represents the death of Jesus Christ on 
Friday, the sixth day of the week, when he shed his blood for the sal-
vation of the world. The bases of chalices and some baptismal fonts 
may bear the hexagonal shape to remind us of that sacrifice. The 
scriptural story of creation teaches that God created the heavens and 
the earth in six days and rested on the seventh day, which God called 
the Sabbath. Seven, therefore, represents completion or perfection. 
Candelabra often hold seven candles. 
 The number eight is also prominent in the Christian tradition. 
In the Jewish tradition, the week has seven days to reflect the crea-
tion story. The week begins with Sunday, the first working day, and 
ends with the Sabbath, the seventh day, the day of rest. The resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ occurred on the day after the Sabbath and so did 
his appearances to the disciples after the resurrection. That is why the 
early church gathered on Sunday, a working day, to remember these 
events in celebration and to await the time when the Lord would 
come again. Christians saw Sunday, the first day of a new week as 
the eighth day, the first day of a new creation. They symbolically 
represented the new creation in their worship spaces by the use of the 
octagon. 
 The octagon is featured prominently in our renewed nave at 
the baptistery and the place of the Lord's Supper. The new baptismal 
font and baptistery area outlined on the floor are in the shape of an 
octagon. The sacrament of Holy Baptism joins us to the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. St. Paul writes in Colossians, 
 “When you were buried with him in baptism, you were also 
 raised with him through faith in the  power of God, who 
 raised him from the dead.“ (Colossians 2:12)  
Anyone who is joined with Jesus in baptism is joined with his resur-
rection on the eighth day and is now a new creation. As St. Paul 
writes in 2 Corinthians, 
 “From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human 
 point  of view; even though we once knew Christ from a  
 human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. So 
 if anyone is in  Christ, there is a new creation: everything old 
 has passed away; see, everything has become new!”  
 (2 Corinthians 5:16-17) 21 

 

Turbotville Community Vacation Bible School 
Rocky Railway – Jesus' Power Pulls Us Through! 

June 27th - July 1st, 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
 A summer kids’ event called Rocky Railway VBS will be  
hosted at Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, 39 Paradise Street,  
Turbotville. Climb aboard for mountains of fun at Rocky Railway!  
On this faith-filled adventure, kids discover that trusting Jesus pulls 
them through life’s ups and downs.  
 Rocky Railway is for kids from Preschool to 6th Grade and 
will run from Sunday, June 27th to Thursday, July 1st, 6:00 pm to  
8:00 pm each day. For more information, call (570) 649-5195, or  
pick up a registration form at church, or register online at  
vbspro.events/p/turbotville. 
 
Rocky Railway VBS Helpers Needed! 
 We need adults and teenage helpers to make our Vacation  
Bible School a success. We need teens to help with leading partici-
pants from station to station. We also need adults to help with the craft 
table, serving snacks, and recreation. If you can help, please contact 
Pastor Roux at (570) 437-9058 or (570) 916-6264 or call the Church 
Office at (570) 649-5195 
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July Money Counters 
4 Ursula Leinbach/Leon Hagenbuch/Jeff Furman 
11 Karrie Ravert/John Myers/Drew Potts 
18 Mark Reasner/ /Marvene Crawford/Dennis Webb 
25 Drew Potts/Leon Hagenbuch/John Myers 

College or High School Students  

Zion members graduating from college or high school are asked 

to let us know at the church office about their graduation.  

Please provide us with address changes so we can keep up  

communication, and let us know what your future plans are. 

Chyanne Hoy 
WARRIOR RUN 

Mikayla Kirkner 
WARRIOR RUN 

Amber Axtman 
WARRIOR RUN 
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When you pass by the baptismal font on Sunday, remember that you are 
a child of the eighth day, the day of resurrection, and as such you are 
new creation in Christ.  
 The place of the Lord's Supper in our nave is also in the shape of 
an octagon. The altar platform, called a “predella,” has eight sides. They 
are a reminder that the meal we share at the table is a foretaste of the 
feast to come, which we will share in the new heaven and new earth. Is 
also a reminder that we share the meal with all the company of heaven, 
including all the baptized who have died and are awaiting the resurrec-
tion on the last day. St. John was given a vision of the Heavenly worship 
we are sharing gathered around the altar table: 
 “Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surround-
 ing the throne and the living  creatures and the elders; they 
 numbered myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,  
 singing with full voice, 
 “Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered to receive power and 
 wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and  
 blessing!” (Revelation 5:11-12) 
When you share the meal of Holy Communion on the Lord's Day, know 
that you are also a citizen of Heaven. As St. Paul writes in Ephesians,
 “So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
 citizens with the saints and also members of the household of 
 God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 
 Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone.” (Ephesians 2:19-20)
There is a message in the architectural details of our renewed worship 
space. May it speak to you of our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ and the 
new creation. 
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Turbotville Carnival Thanks 
We wish to thank everyone who participated in Zion's food stand at 
the Turbotville carnival. Every contribution helped, from those who 
could put in a few hours serving  
customers at the stand, to those who 
baked and donated pies, to those who 
put in full days cooking and cleaning up. 
Our stand was a popular spot and many 
people enjoyed the food and fellowship 
at the pavilion. A total of $8,203.00 was 
raised by your efforts. God bless you 
all! 

 

Masks Optional 
At their June meeting, Zion Church Council 
voted to make masks optional at church events 
and worship. Please continue to use your best 
judgement and be respectful of one another as 
we mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 
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And sometimes, it’s the reader. 
A lot of so-called “reluctant readers” simply haven’t found the right book. 
So, if you have options for summer reading, it can help to be flexible when 
it comes to genre or title. If you can’t change the book, again, 
you can change the experience. As opposed to saying, ‘Go in your room, 
do it, and get it done,’ you want to make it a different experience. Talk 
about it. Why do you like it? Why do you not like it? Let’s make a reading 
tent in the living room or find another cozy spot to read. If they don’t love 
the book, make the experience as fun as it can be. 
 
Bribing is okay. 
Think about it. What do most library summer reading programs do? They 
have built-in incentives — points or prizes. That extra motivation is 
sometimes all a kid needs to get through even the least compelling book.  
 
Why does required summer reading exist? Because we need it. 
Research shows the more kids read over the summer, the better they 
combat the summer slide and build academic skills rather than losing 
them. 
 
Don’t forget the basics. 
It goes without saying that a few simple strategies help set everyone up for 
success — parents and kids alike. 
• Start early. Twenty minutes per day for 25 days sure beats 500 minutes 
in three days. 
• Schedule it. If you make time for reading, you’ll have time for reading. 
• Read together. Everything’s better together, including reading. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Excerpted and adapted from “Rated ‘R’ for Required: How 
to Help Your Kids Tackle Their Required Summer Reading” 
by Laura Lambert, Brightly, 2021.  
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LIBRARY NOTES 

 
“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.” 

   ~ Martin Luther 
 
 

Helping Your Kids Tackle Their Required Summer 
Reading 

 
Facing a fat book with slim interest is something every kid wants 
to avoid.  Weeks of incessant nagging is something every parent 
wants to avoid as well.  Here are some tips to use to help your 
kids with their required summer reading. 
 
Required doesn’t have to be a bad word. 
“Required” doesn’t necessarily mean the book will be a long bore 
— even if kids assume it does. “Required” makes people think, 
this isn’t something I want to do but that I must do. However, a 
list curated and developed by the teacher usually includes some 
great books. 
 
It’s not just about the book, it’s about the experience of 
reading. 
If the title isn’t a fit, but it’s a must-read, then your best bet is to 
create an environment around reading that’s fun. Connect the 
characters or storyline to the real world — and talk about them. 
Other suggestions include cooking a dish inspired by the book, 
going to a museum, taking a road trip relevant to a character, or 
tackling a relevant science or a design project. Yes, this is a lot 
more work for you as a parent; but yes, it works. 
 
But, sometimes the problem is the book. 
And that’s fine. A child doesn’t have to love every book he or she 
picks up — just like you don’t have to love every title you start. 
It’s okay to read a book and not like it. You can talk to other 
people about it or write a review — those are good skills for a 
child to have. 
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Summer Office Hours 
 

Our church office will be 
closed on Fridays,  

continuing  
through October 29   

except for the newsletter 
Fridays.  

 

Pastor Roux will be on Vacation   
July 19th through July 26th, 2021.   

 Mark Giesen will be our supply minister July 24 and 25.  
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Entrance Doors in Need of Repair 
 
The entrance doors that open into our parking lot that are framed by  
beautiful stained glass need repair. The door jambs and hinges are no 
longer secure and need replacement. Replacement of these parts would  
be a temporary fix. The Church Council has voted to receive bids on  
replacing the entire door system and replacing it with handicapped  
accessible doors. These would include panic bars for safety and a remote 
button operated opening system. This project will help to make our 
church truly handicapped accessible. Donations to this project would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living,  and the military: 
 

Birthdays are listed 
 

At Home 
Freda Keefer- 10/13 

Martha Weidner - 10/21 
Dulcinea Eck—11/1 

Elizabeth Sampsell 11/7 
 

Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown 
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20 

 

Riverwoods – Lewisburg 
Gladys Durlin – 2/26 

Nottingham Village - Northumberland 

Joyce Osman – 2/27 
Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village—Lewisburg 

William Wesner—8/8 
 

Military - 
 R. Scott Keister-3/12               John Rump-3/26            
Christopher Keister-4/2           Keenan Young—6/27  
Pete Reasner—11/28   Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16 

PASTOR AVAILABLE 
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any 
time for telephone conversations. You may reach 
him at his home at 570-437-9058.  
If he is not available, please leave a message and 
he will return it as soon as possible.   
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Karrie Ravert, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music 
 

Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary 
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

 Rebecca Hendershot, Preschool Helper 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 

Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 
 

Prayer Chain Anchors: 
Call before 9:00 pm 

Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 570-649-5358/570-850-3304 
Team 2 Pat Sheatler 570-742-7550 

Team 3 Barbara Hartline 570-538-2672  
Team 4  

Team 5 Brenda Reasner 570-847-8329 
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Wednesday Prayer 
Service 

Our Wednesday Prayer 
services are held at 9:00 am.  
For those looking for an 
additional opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion, the 
Prayer Group celebrates the 
sacrament at its service on the 
fourth Wednesday of every 
month.  Join us for prayer on 
Wednesdays. 
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JOLLY BUNCH 
 
I am thinking about ideas for a meeting when we can indeed 
get back together.  Till then, know that I miss all of you very 
much.    
HUGS to all.   
Marie 

 

Altar Flowers sponsors are needed   

August 29 

October 17, 31 

November 14, 28 

The price per set is $30.00 (2 altar 

vases).  The flower chart is located 

on the bulletin board in the narthex.  

Please check for availability. 

TOMATOES – It’s tomato time, but have you seen any ripe 
ones in your garden as yet? In the mean-
time, let’s shop for the non-perishable 
kind, those in cans. There are so many uses 
for canned tomatoes such as in soups,  
casseroles, sauces or just served as a tasty 

side dish. So, when you are shopping in July, 
think “tomatoes” and purchase some cans 
for our friends. Bring whole tomatoes, 
crushed tomatoes or any tomato product 
such as tomato juice, tomato paste, or per-
haps tomato sauce. July is tomato time for 
us; let us bring tomatoes. 
 

Donations may be dropped off at the church narthex.  

 

WARRIOR RUN 
NEIGHBORS 
HELPING 

NEIGHBORS 
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Current Fund   
Daily Expenses 

         

Balance brought forward (4/30/21)     21,825.65  25,547.82 
                

           May                 YTD 
Monthly Contributions       16,462.68  99,324.22 
Monthly Disbursements            18,079.31  102,854.33 
Balance (5/31/21)        20,017.02  20,017.02
   

Building Fund—$10,867.79 
Nave Improvement—$24,876.45 

 

Liturgies of Resurrection and New Life were held for these members 
in June. May God grant peace to their families in their sorrow. 

Fred Steck—5/26/2021 
Phillip Bower—6/1/2021 
Joan Webb—6/2/2021 
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July Newsletter   
deadline is   
July 7, 2021 

 
          Are you aware that we have … 
… large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Children’s bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 

Just ask an usher. 
 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 
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I am the vine, you are the branches    
    John15:5 

Ways to Be the Church during this Challenging Time 
  
Ways to Care 

Pray for our world, our leaders, and our medical caregivers. 
Follow the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and 

our civic leaders. 
Check on family, friends, the elderly, and those most vulnerable 

in our community. 
Let the Zion community know where we can help with needs. 

  
Ways to Worship 

Read your Bible, sing favorite hymns, and pray. 
Watch for worship posts Sundays on our YouTube Channel: Zion 

Turbotville  
 ~Watch our 10:30 am worship service live streamed on our 

Facebook page.  
Also look for posts on our Facebook page and website. 

~Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville 
PA)  
~Website: zionturbotville.com 
~ YouTube Channel: Zion Turbotville 
 

Ways to Give to Zion 
Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 
By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772  
Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm for days to drop off offering 

envelopes in the narthex.  
Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button that reads  
 “Donate online to support Zion Evangelical”  

Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 

http://www.zionturbotville.com


12 

 

Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join us for prerecorded worship on Sundays by accessing our 
Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

Worship videos are available by 8:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are unable to join us in person or online please request  
worship bulletins, sermons, and CD’s of recorded  

worship services from Pastor Roux (570) 437-9058.  
We will be glad to provide them weekly.  
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Electronic Giving Option 
The Simply Giving Program  

Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union 
 

Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic 
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now 
be debited automatically from your checking or savings  
account.  Our new electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency 
for our congregation.  
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no 
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52  
envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, this program will allow 
your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.  
 
An authorization form is available from the church office.  

Your offerings are needed now more than ever 
You may continue to send your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of 

the following ways:  

• Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 

• By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;  

• Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button that reads  

 “Donate online to support Zion Evangelical”  

• By dropping off your offering at the church   

 Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm 

• Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 


