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Dear friends in Christ, 
 St. John in his first letter writes extensively about the love of 
God. He says, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from 
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. Whoever 
does not love does not know God, for God is love." John lets us know 
that God himself is love and we are born into a new life when we 
share in that love of God. The circle has often been used as a symbol 
of the love of God. The circle is without beginning and without end, 
just like the love of God. The circle encloses whatever comes inside 
of it, just like the love of God. The crown of thorns that Jesus wore 
during his trial and crucifixion were also in the shape of the circle. 
The thorns pointed inward toward Christ's sacred head causing him to 
shed his precious blood for us. But no doubt, there were thorns that 
extended outward from that circle and we may say they represent the 
love of God that is always pointing toward us and flowing out toward 
us. As St. John goes on in his letter, “God's love was revealed among 
us in this way: God sent his only son into the world so that we might 
live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he 
loved us and sent his son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins." St. 
John draws this conclusion: “Beloved, since God loved us so much, 
we also ought to love one another." So the defining characteristic of a 
Christian is being caught up in the circle of God's love, and extending 
that love of God to other people. 
 Over the years I have often used a children's sermon in which 
I have described God's love as being like a circle. I ask the children to 
notice how many circles there are in our worship space. They point to 
the circles around the pictures in the stained-glass windows. They 
point to the round offering plates and I remind them that giving is a 
place that we can show God we love him. They point to the round 
bowl in the baptismal font and we talk about how we are born into 
God's loving family when we are baptized. They point to the round 
plate that holds the communion bread and the round cup that holds 
the communion wine. We talk about Holy Commun-
ion as the place where God shows his love and for-
giveness to us. Then I ask the children to show me if 
they can make a circle with their bodies. They will 
make a circle with their thumb and forefinger togeth-
er, then a circle using both hands. Then a circle using 
arms extended like reaching out to hug someone. We 
talk about how you can't use the outside of that circle 
you created with your arms, but you have to put that 
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PROJECT LINUS 
QUARTERLY REPORT FOR APRIL - JUNE 2021 

 
Another of many stories of children in our area who have bene-
fitted from receiving a Project Linus blanket from our Central 
Susquehanna Valley Chapter…   
“A mother sent a note to thank one of our blanketeers for the 
wonderful fleece blanket her three-month-old son received when 
he was in the hospital with pneumonia.  When she sat in a chair 
holding him, she put the blanket over herself and her son. It was 
so warm and cozy. Just like the Project Linus tag on the blanket 
said, ‘it felt like a hug when she needed it most’”. 
Zion’s blanketeers have been busy during the last several 
months:  15 blankets in April, 21 blankets in May, and 4 blan-
kets in June, bringing the total for the year so far to 76 dona-
tions!  The blankets were of all varieties – quilted, no-sew, knit-
ted, and crocheted.  Heart-felt thanks goes out to all those using 
their wonderful talents to create these beautiful blankets! 
 
If you would like to become a blanketeer for our local chapter, 
please contact Ann Gardner (570-546-5880) for further infor-
mation.  You can also visit the national website at 
www.projectlinus.org. 
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CAMP MOUNT LUTHER DAY CAMP RETURNS! 
 

 The theme of  our Camp Mt. Luther Day Camp at Zion will be 
“Generation to Generation.” Camp comes the week of July 26-30, Monday 
Through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. The camp is for youth who have 
completed Kindergarten through eighth grade. Youth will be divided into 
groups by grade levels Kindergarten through third, fourth through sixth, 
and seventh through eighth. Camp Mt. Luther will be sending four trained 
staff members to lead youth in games, sports, Bible study, singing, crafts, 
and worship. Lunch is included with the camp and the registration fee is 
only $20. There are many ways that you can help this year. 
 You can send us campers. Please invite friends, relatives, and 
neighbors to come to camp. Registration forms will soon be available at 
the church, and you can also have folks call the church office so we can 
send them a form. Who do you know that could benefit from a week of 
camp? 
 Please check out our donation trees appearing in the church narthex 
soon. Cut-outs hanging from the tree can be chosen to guide you in making 
donations of craft items, snacks, and funds. 
 Consider being a host family to one or more of our counselors. 
They are wonderful young men and women and you will be glad you of-
fered them hospitality. 
 We need adults who are willing to help with the craft table,  
registering and dismissing campers each day, and preparing lunches and 
snacks. We need teens who have completed at least 10th grade to assist our 
counselors throughout the day in guiding our campers. 
 We pray that God will raise up youth to attend, strengthen the staff 
and helpers, and that our revival of Day Camp this year will be a success. 
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circle over top another person, and draw them into a loving hug. We 
show how we can capture people with a loving hug and draw them all 
them together to make a large circle of people holding hands. This is the 
kind of circle that God wants us to make. A group of loving people fac-
ing one another with the love of God at the very center of their lives. 
 This is the picture we get when we gather around the altar in our 
renewed worship space. We invite everyone to walk around and make a 
circle of God's love. There we receive the precious body and blood of 
Jesus Christ in the bread and wine of the Holy Communion meal. As we 
receive we see the face of Jesus is the faces of the people with whom we 
share the sacrament that we are eating and drinking. Jesus is represented 
in the nave by the altar, he is the center of our lives, his love grants us the 
forgiveness of our sins and the power of the Holy Spirit to change our 
lives. What a powerful image of God's loving embrace. We are drawn 
into a circle of God's love. 
 In a story that has been shared for many years in one way or an-
other, the gathering of Christians in a circle around Jesus Christ has been 
compared to a wheel. One version of the story goes this way: 
 The abbot of a large monastery was asked by some visitors how 
so many monks of such different origins and different talents and person-
alities could live and work so harmoniously under one roof. 
 He thought it over for a moment and then explained, “We are like 
a wagon wheel. It has rim, spokes and a hub in the middle. The rim is 
like the monastic wall around us. But that only keeps us together exter-
nally. Now from the rim a whole series of spokes run toward the middle 
of the wheel where the hub is. The hub holds the spokes together. We 
members of the community are those spokes. The hub is Jesus Christ. 
The rim of the wheel is our monastery.” 
 When the visitor nodded his approval, the abbot went on, “You 
will notice on a wagon wheel that the nearer the spokes get to the hub, 
the nearer they come to one another. It is just like that in a community 
which has Christ as its center and hub.” 
 It is the same way in life: the more we make Christ the center of 
our lives, the nearer we grow to one another. May we be people who 
gather weekly around the altar of the Lord Jesus Christ in worship. As we 
make our circle of love to receive the holy meal, may we grow closer to 
Jesus and closer to one another in love. 
 Yours in Christ,  
 Pastor Roux 
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GREETERS AND PRESENTERS OF COMMUNION VESSELS 
 Persons serving as Greeters before worship have long served at 
Zion. It is important for newcomers and longtime members alike to be 
greeted with a smiling face and a friendly word as they come in the 
door for worship. We also wish to reestablish the practice of Presenters 
of Communion Vessels coming forward with the bread and wine for 
Holy Communion during the singing of the Offertory. We will be  
offering training and renewal sessions for both 
Greeters and Presenters of Communion Vessels on 
Sunday, August 15 at 9:15 am, and again on  
Sunday, August 22 at 11:30 am.  
 If you have served in the past, I ask that you 
consider serving again. We need your familiarity 
with and devotion to the tasks. If you have not 
served in the past, this would be an excellent time to 
learn and serve a valuable role in our liturgy.  Please 
speak with Pastor Roux if you have any questions. 
 

AUGUSTFEST COMFORT STATION AT ZION 
 We will be offering a Comfort Station at Zion during the  
Turbotville Augustfest on Saturday, August 21st from 9:00 am – 2:00 
pm. We will be offering water bottles and make our restrooms availa-
ble for visitors. Our nave will also be open for those who wish to see 
our renewal project. We need some volunteers to help at the comfort 
station. Please sig up in the narthex or call the church office if you can 
help. 
 

ASSISTIVE LISTENING RECEIVERS 
 Assistive listening receivers are available for use during  
worship. Feel free to take one of the receivers as you enter worship on 
Sunday. They operate like a portable radio and the earphone hangs 
over the ear. Neckloops that transmit to telecoil equipped hearing aids 
are also available. Ask Pastor Roux if you need help using the receiver. 
 Thanks to two generous donations, we have been able to  

purchase the basic system with 4 receivers, a battery 
charger base that holds the receivers, and 4 extra re-
ceivers. For those who would like to have their own 
receiver marked with your name that can be kept in 
the battery charger base, the cost is $255. 
 You may also download the Williams Sound 
app for your smartphone at no cost, and use your own 
earbuds. The signal from the transmitter will broad-
cast to your phone. Please ask Pastor Roux if you 
need help with signup. 
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ADOPT-A-STAFF PERSON We have adopted a Counselor from the 2021 Camp Mount 

Luther Summer Staff. Eli Adams is a first-year counselor, and the goal of the  

program is to make the staff person feel loved and appreciated for the work they do 

and to show them the same care they 

show the campers. We can show that 

care in the following ways: 

• Pray for Eli by name daily. 

• Send notes and cards of encourage-

ment (the camp address is 355 Mt. 

Luther Ln.,  Mifflinburg, PA 17844) 

• Send an occasional care package. 

• Invite Eli to worship with us one week-

end (he already came with a group 

of counselors a couple weeks ago!) 

  

Greetings, I am Eli Adams. I am a first-

year counselor from Lewisburg, PA and 

am a member of Christ Evangelical  

Lutheran Church in Lewisburg. I am going 

to University of Vermont next fall to 

major in Neuroscience. For as long as I can remember I have gone to camp every 

summer to grow in my faith. Camp has really become a home away from home for me 

through the years. It’s like magic to me, once I come down Mount Luther Lane, I feel 

transported and stresses of the outer world fade. It is the most welcoming and 

loving community I have ever been a part of. Now that I am of age to be a counselor, I 

was thrilled to apply for staff this year. It is now my responsibility to teach God’s 

word and really just make camp an enjoyable place for all who visit. Thank you for 

adopting me into your church it means the world! 

Grace Roux on Camp Mount Luther Staff! 

Camp Mt Luther is pleased to announce that Grace Roux 

is part of our Summer Ministry Team this year. We invite 

members of Zion, to keep our ministry in your prayers, 

especially the work of Grace. You can send mail to Grace 

Roux at Camp Mt Luther, 355 Mt. Luther  Lane, Mif-

flinburg, PA 17844 until August 6. Each year, Camp 

Mount Luther calls about 20 high school and college-

aged young adults to serve on our Summer Ministry 

Team. They are trained to deliver the camp program. 

Members of this team need not be Lutheran in faith, but 

must possess a personal commitment to Jesus Christ,  

a desire to work in the outdoors and a sound sense of  

responsibility. 

 



20 

 

 

MONEY COUNTERS: August 
1 John Myers/Dennis Webb/Drew Potts 
 
8 Jeff Furman/Karrie Ravert/Ursula Leinbach 
 
15 Courtney Hamm/Mark Reasner/Leon Hagenbuch 
 
22 Marvene Crawford/Ursula Leinbach/Drew Potts 
 
29 John Myers/Leon Hagenbuch/Mark Reasner 
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Contact Cathy in the office if 

you have any questions.  

A special thank you for  
everyone who helped 
“behind the scenes”  

preparing the church for 
worship.  

Tasks are getting done  
without me seeing who is 
doing them. Please know 
that you are very much  

appreciated and a heartfelt 

Thank you for  
All you Do!  

Cathy 
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To the Disaster Relief Team, thank 
you very much for the work you re-
cently did for us.  
  The Moldovanyi’s 

 

Masks Optional 
At their June meeting, Zion Church Council 
voted to make masks optional at church events 
and worship. Please continue to use your best 
judgement and be respectful of one another as 
we mitigate the spread of COVID-19. 

We would like to extend our thankfulness to Pastor and our Zion 
family for all your prayers, care and support during this most  
difficult time.  Thank you Pastor for bringing Mom communion to 
her home and coming quickly in times of very difficult decisions 
to offer prayer and scripture. Mom really missed her church  
family and had high hopes of returning faithfully to worship  
service and the Wednesday prayer group. She tried to make  
weekly calls to a group of Zion members during the Pandemic to 
offer support and to keep in touch. Our family gathered together 
on Sundays to participate and watch the recorded services. We are 
so grateful to the team that will provide the funeral luncheon. This 
will give an opportunity to Mom’s loved ones to share comfort 
and love to one another. Mom loved and cared about all of you. 
God Bless. 
   The Family of Martha Weidner  
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I came to know Martha through other church activities as well such 
as Social Ministry and Bible studies, but the most special to me were 
the times when we shared our common love… knowledge and 
literature and making them accessible to others.  Martha was my 
mentor and my friend.  I will always remember my time with her, and 
I will miss her.  May her example of love, service, and faith be an 
inspiration to us all. 
 
      Ann Gardner 

   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

BOOKS ARE BACK!   
The bookshelves have returned to the narthex 
lounge area.  Sign-out period is two weeks for 

children, teen, and adult non-fiction.  Please use the 
cards included in each item.  The adult Christian 

Fiction books do not need to be signed out.  Browse 
the shelves to find great reads to take on your 

vacation or to just relax in your own backyard. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 

 
“There have never been, nor are there now, too many good books.” 

   ~ Martin Luther 
 
 

Missing Martha 
 

When I first joined Zion’s congregation, Martha Weidner became 
one of my first church friends when we discovered we had 
something in common… books.  At the time, she was the church 
librarian, and I was following my career path working in libraries 
and for a library vendor.  We talked about good reads, Dewey 
Decimal classification, and reliable review sources. 
 
As I came to know her better, I was amazed to learn how Zion’s 
library came to be.  In the 1990’s many print and non-print items 
had been donated for a library, but they just sat in boxes for quite 
some time.  Although she was already busy with gardening, 
winemaking, dog shows, Sunday School, and other activities, 
Martha was convinced by her husband that she could take on 
this task and organize a library.  
 
Having no previous experience, she consulted with the pastor, 
and then headed for the local public library.  She explained her 
plight to the staff.  They gave her manuals, which explained how 
to catalog materials and set up a library.  For many weeks she 
read and studied, then enlisted the help of her sister-in-law, who 
oversaw her own church’s library in State College.  Together with 
her husband and her sister-in-law, they cataloged and shelved 
items, and typed hundreds of catalog cards and spine labels.  In 
six months, they brought order to the chaos and arranged those 
disorganized piles into a beautiful library for the church.  
 
For a few years I served as Martha’s library assistant.  We had in
-depth discussions about book and A/V purchases and which 
Dewey number to assign to a particular work.  She also taught 
me her way of typing catalog cards, which I hadn’t done since 
college in the mid-70’s.  In 2009 Martha turned over the reins of 
the library to me.  The children and teen bookshelf in the narthex 
stands in tribute to her years of service in her capacity as church 
librarian. 
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Summer Office Hours 
 

Our church office will be 
closed on Fridays,  

continuing  
through October 29   

except for the newsletter 
Fridays.  

 

Pastor Roux will be on Vacation   
July 21st through July 26th  

August 2nd through  August 13th 
August  30th through September 6th 
September 27th through October 4th 

 
 Mark Giesen will be our supply minister   

during the worship services while Pastor Roux is on vacation 
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Entrance Doors in Need of Repair 
 
The entrance doors that open into our parking lot that are framed by  
beautiful stained glass need repair. The door jambs and hinges are no 
longer secure and need replacement. Replacement of these parts would  
be a temporary fix. The Church Council has voted to receive bids on  
replacing the entire door system and replacing it with handicapped  
accessible doors. These would include panic bars for safety and a remote 
button operated opening system. This project will help to make our 
church truly handicapped accessible. Donations to this project would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living,  and the military: 
 

Birthdays are listed 
 

At Home 
Freda Keefer- 10/13 
Dulcinea Eck—11/1 

Elizabeth Sampsell 11/7 
 

Watsontown Rehab—Watsontown 
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20 

 

Riverwoods – Lewisburg 
Gladys Durlin – 2/26 

Nottingham Village - Northumberland 

Joyce Osman – 2/27 
Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village—Lewisburg 

William Wesner—8/8 
 

Military - 
 R. Scott Keister-3/12               John Rump-3/26            
Christopher Keister-4/2           Keenan Young—6/27  
Pete Reasner—11/28   Alisha Cox Welch - 12/16 

PASTOR AVAILABLE 
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any 
time for telephone conversations. You may reach 
him at his home at 570-437-9058.  
If he is not available, please leave a message and 
he will return it as soon as possible.   
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Karrie Ravert, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Rev. Steven Middernacht, Minister of Music 
 

Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary 
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

 Rebecca Hendershot, Preschool Helper 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 

Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 
 

Prayer Chain Anchors: 
Call before 9:00 pm 

Team 1 Barbara Zettlemoyer 570-649-5358/570-850-3304 
Team 2 Pat Sheatler 570-742-7550 

Team 3 Barbara Hartline 570-538-2672  
Team 4  

Team 5 Brenda Reasner 570-847-8329 
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Wednesday Prayer 
Service 

Our Wednesday Prayer 
services are held at 9:00 am.  
For those looking for an 
additional opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion, the 
Prayer Group celebrates the 
sacrament at its service on the 
fourth Wednesday of every 
month.  Join us for prayer on 
Wednesdays. 
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JOLLY BUNCH 
 
I am thinking about ideas for a meeting when we can indeed 
get back together.  Till then, know that I miss all of you very 
much.    
HUGS to all.   
Marie 

 

Altar Flowers sponsors are needed 

August 29; October 17; November 14, 28.   

Beginning August 2021 the price per set  

of Altar Vases will be $35.00 for 2 altar 

vases.  The flower chart is located on the 

bulletin board in the narthex.   

AUGUST 
As we just noted, summertime is the ideal 
time for picnics; perhaps you have already 
attended a few. Chances are, at each of 
those picnics, someone brought a tasty 
dish of baked beans. It’s still time for 
many more picnics and what’s a picnic without baked beans? 
This month, let us help our neighbors prepare for their picnics 
by bringing cans of baked beans. Check your grocer’s shelves –
notice the wide variety of baked beans available. Choose one 
(or perhaps several) and bring them for all those happy picnic 
times in August. Let’s ensure that all our neighbor’s picnics 
have the traditional dish of baked beans. Donations may be 
dropped off at the church narthex.  

 

WARRIOR RUN 
NEIGHBORS 
HELPING 

NEIGHBORS 
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Current Fund   
Daily Expenses 

         

Balance brought forward (5/31/21)     20,017.02  25,547.82 
                

           June                 YTD 
Monthly Contributions       23,388.92  122,713.14 
Monthly Disbursements            20,916.97  123,771.30 
Balance (6/30/21)        22,296.97  22,296.97
   

Building Fund—$11,044.80 
Nave Improvement—$28,643.99 

 

Liturgies of Resurrection and New Life were held for these members 
in June. May God grant peace to their families in their sorrow. 

Terry Fry—6/22/21 
Martha Weidner— 6/24/21 

Karen Collins—7/2/21 
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August Newsletter   
deadline is   

August 11, 2021 
 

          Are you aware that we have … 
… large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Children’s bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 

Just ask an usher. 
 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 
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I am the vine, you are the branches    
    John15:5 

Ways to Be the Church during this Challenging Time 
  
Ways to Care 

Pray for our world, our leaders, and our medical caregivers. 
Follow the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and 

our civic leaders. 
Check on family, friends, the elderly, and those most vulnerable 

in our community. 
Let the Zion community know where we can help with needs. 

  
Ways to Worship 

Read your Bible, sing favorite hymns, and pray. 
Watch for worship posts Sundays on our YouTube Channel: Zion 

Turbotville  
 ~Watch our 10:30 am worship service live streamed on our 

Facebook page.  
Also look for posts on our Facebook page and website. 

~Facebook: Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville 
PA)  
~Website: zionturbotville.com 
~ YouTube Channel: Zion Turbotville 
 

Ways to Give to Zion 
Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 
By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772  
Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm for days to drop off offering 

envelopes in the narthex.  
Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button that reads  
 “Donate online to support Zion Evangelical”  

Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 

http://www.zionturbotville.com
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Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Join us for prerecorded worship on Sundays by accessing our 
Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

Worship videos are available by 8:00 am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are unable to join us in person or online please request  
worship bulletins, sermons, and CD’s of recorded  

worship services from Pastor Roux (570) 437-9058.  
We will be glad to provide them weekly.  
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Electronic Giving Option 
The Simply Giving Program  

Endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit Union 
 

Zion is pleased to announce the introduction of an electronic 
option for making regular offerings. Contributions can now 
be debited automatically from your checking or savings  
account.  Our new electronic giving program offers 
convenience for you and much-needed donation consistency 
for our congregation.  
 
If you are currently giving on a weekly basis, you will no 
longer need to write out 52 checks a year or prepare 52  
envelopes. And, when travel, illness or other circumstances 
prevent you from attending services, this program will allow 
your weekly offerings to continue on an uninterrupted basis.  
 
An authorization form is available from the church office.  

Your offerings are needed now more than ever 
You may continue to send your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of 

the following ways:  

• Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 

• By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;  

• Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button that reads  

 “Donate online to support Zion Evangelical”  

• By dropping off your offering at the church   

 Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm 

• Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 


