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PUBLICATION OF 
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TURBOTVILLE,  PA 

may 2025 

THE ZION NEWS 

Turbotville Community 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday, June 16th – Friday, June 20th
 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 
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Warrior Run Are Fire Department  
CARNIVAL 

June 9-14, 2025  
Watsontown Memorial Park 

CAKE WHEEL 
 

In need of your help. CAKES WANTED 
The annual Church Challenge will be held the week of June 9-14, 2025. 
A two-hundred-dollar prize will be awarded to the church who donates 
the most cakes for the cake wheel stand. The church will also be given a 
trophy that will be kept at their church for one year until the next carni-
val that will have a plaque with their name on it.  

The assignments for Monday, June 9: 
First Lutheran Church 

Friendship Baptist Church 
Trinity United Church of Christ (Watsontown) 

Zion Lutheran Church  
 

If you need cakes picked up at the church please call Patches Kilgus as  
(570)336-0287 
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“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he had said 
this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were 
gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes 
stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken 
up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you 
saw him go into heaven.’”- Acts 1:8-11 
 
Dear friends in Christ, 
 According to Acts, following the Resurrection, Jesus 
continued over the next 40 days to visit his followers. Ascen-
sion marks the end of that 40 days. Although we make a big 
deal of Easter, Ascension usually slips by without much fan-
fare. That may be because we don’t know quite what to make 
of it.  
 Actually, though, Ascension makes perfect sense. Je-
sus’ post-resurrection appearances were not intended to go on 
forever, so it was important they have a definitive end. If 
they had just gotten further and further apart and then petered 
out, it would have been like a long goodbye that never quite 
allows the parting individuals to get on with their lives. The 
Ascension, however, marks not only the ending of Jesus’ 
time on earth, but also the beginning of the period when peo-
ple would learn to see him with the inner eyes of faith. 
 Consider the scene on Ascension Day. One moment 
Jesus is telling his followers that the power of the Holy Spirit 
will come upon them, and that they are to be his witnesses to 
all the earth. That alone stuns them, but the next moment, Je-
sus is lifted up into the sky, blocked from their sight by a 
cloud, and then seen no more. His followers continued star-
ing skyward, straining to see whatever else might happen. 
 Then “two men in white robes” appear and ask, “Why 
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do you stand looking up toward the sky?” The implication is, 
“Stop standing here staring off into the distance and start look-
ing at life around you. Here is where your witnessing is to 
begin.” 
 Within about seven weeks, the disciples had seen their 
whole world change -- the excitement of Palm Sunday, the ar-
rest of Jesus in the garden, the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, 
all these post-Resurrection appearances, and now Jesus disap-
pearing into the sky right before their eyes. We can excuse 
them for staring skyward, they were in shock and didn’t know 
what to do next. Thus the two angels break the spell and tell 
them to stop gazing upward and start looking outward. The an-
gels were saying that Jesus’ followers were to replace staring at 
the clouds with casting their gaze upon the whole world. 
 Jesus’ last words to his disciples are about their mission. 
Starting in Jerusalem, but moving outward to the very “ends of 
the earth,” they are to teach and preach and testify about Jesus 
and the Gospel. Those first believers did that. They opened 
their eyes to the whole world, and that’s the reason that you 
and I are Christians today. The news of Jesus passed on from 
person to person, generation to generation, because those first 
believers replaced staring into space with a good look at the 
world around them. That change of focus enabled them to envi-
sion a time when the good news of the Gospel would be availa-
ble in every corner of the globe, as well as to their own neigh-
borhoods. 
 How well did they succeed? Remember that the known 
world was much smaller in those days, but those early believ-
ers soon spread out over much of it, and wherever they went, 
they told their neighbors about Jesus. For example, Peter did 
evangelistic work among the Jews, Andrew preached in Scyth-
ia, Greece and Constantinople, Philip proclaimed Christ in 
Phrygia. Each of the other Apostles found their own mission 
field to claim. But even more than the Apostles, there were the 
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Turbotville Community Carnival: June 2nd—7th 

Our church will be serving food under the Pavilion the 

first week in June and we will need a community of 

helpers.  We will need food servers, food preparers, pie 

bakers, and a clean-up crew.   

Signup sheets are posted in the lobby for both volun-

teers and  

donations.  If you would prefer to give a monetary do-

nation, please designate the donation to the “Zion 

Carnival”.   If you have any questions, please contact 

Leslie Hartline 570-716-3850. 

 
Reminder – all helpers must wear a    

hat or hair net.  
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Support My Eagle Scout Project 
Gaga Ball Pit for Our Community 

 
Dear Zion Assembly, 
I am working on my Eagle Scout project, and I would appreciate 
your support!  I am building a Gaga Ball pit in your pavilion area. 
A Gaga ball pit is an octagonal enclosed area where players com-
pete in a fast-passed dodgeball-like game called Gaga ball. Play-
ers hit a soft ball with their hands to try to strike opponents below 
their knees. If a player is hit, they are out. The objective of the 
game is to be the last person remaining. It requires continuous 
movement, as participants must doge, jump, and deflect the ballot 
remain in play. Our community of all ages will enjoy the fun, ac-
tive, and inclusive game space.  
 
To complete this project, I am raising funds for materials such as 
lumber, hardware, and protective surfacing. Any donation, big or 
small, will help bring this project to life and benefit the church 
and the community for years to come. 
Would you be willing to contribute? Donations can be made by 
cash or check. For questions or other ways to support, call me at 
570-437-2021. 
 
Thank you for considering this opportunity to make a lasting im-
pact! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Regin Hughes 
BSA Troop 622 
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ordinary Christians who, as they moved throughout the Roman 
Empire and beyond, told their friends and neighbors about 
what their faith in Jesus meant to them. The followers of The 
Way looked not into the clouds, but at the lost all around them, 
and the message spread, and it has continued in every genera-
tion since. 
 Not all of us who follow Jesus are called to include the 
whole world in our sharing of the Gospel. Yes, we may support 
the missionary work of our church, like Pastor Brian Palmer, 
whom we at Zion support in his ministry in Liberia. But we all 
have spheres of influence in which we can and should be 
Christ’s witnesses. Our most significant place of witness may 
be in our home, where we help our children know that Jesus 
loves us. Or it may be in a personal friendship or with a 
coworker. The best sharing of the faith occurs naturally, among 
people we associate with  
daily.  
 For us, Ascension Day has had little of our attention. But 
its story is about how the Gospel spreads. It comes to us with 
the message of those two angels: Don’t stand here focused only 
on the mystery of Christ disappearing into the sky. Instead, 
take a good look at the world around you, both the work of 
global outreach and the opportunity to tell your neighbor and 
your household about the love of Jesus. 
 Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux 
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JOIN US FOR ASCENSION DAY  
WORSHIP 

Come join us on Thursday, May 29th at 7:00 
pm for an Ascension Day liturgy. We will 
hear the story of our ascended Lord Jesus 
Christ who is our Prophet, Priest, and King. 
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The Scholarship Fund Committee proudly announces that monies 
will be available for scholarship applicants for the fall semester 2024.  
The scholarship is a one-time gift per applicant to be awarded after the 
student completes the second semester of an approved college degree 

program.  Student must provide: 
 
•                    A fully completed and signed application form to the church 
   office by June 1, 2024 
•                     Copy of first semester transcripts. 
•                     Recent snapshot/school picture. 
  
Payment will go directly to the college address provided on the applica-
tion. 
Application forms are available through the church office. 

College or High School Students – Zion members 

graduating from college or high school are asked 

to let us know at the church office about their 

graduation. Please provide us with address 

changes so we can keep up communication and 

let us know what your future plans are.  

Class of 2025 

Isabella Shupp 
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NO PROJECT LINUS 
 "BLANKET FELLOWSHIP"  

DURING THE SUMMER 
A reminder that the group will not meet in 
June, July, or August. Blankets will still be 
delivered to our chapter in Lewisburg on the 
third Wednesday each month. So, you can 
still work on blankets during your vacation or 
staycation and drop them off at the church. 
See you in September! 
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The Day of Pentecost -  June 8th 

Fifty days after Easter we celebrate the outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit on Pentecost. Just like the Apostles of 

Jesus, we are empowered to proclaim the Good News of 

the Risen Jesus Christ to all nations. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Trinity - June 15th   

When we say that God is Triune, we say that God is 

three persons and one God. The Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit are a relationship of love, and we are invited into 

that love. Empowered by the Trinity, we invite others in-

to that love. 
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Vacation Bible School Helpers  

Needed 

We need helpers to join us to lead 

crafts, games, learning, and snacks.   

All are welcome and needed! Please 

talk to Pastor Roux if you can help in 

any way. 

Zion Invites Children to True North VBS: Trusting  

Jesus in a Wild World 

True North is the ultimate Alaskan adventure. As kids trek the 

tundra they will discover what it means to trust Jesus in a wild 

world! Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing 

catchy songs, play teamwork-building games, make and devour 

yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, and 

test out sciency-fun experiments they’ll never forget. True North 

is for kids from Preschool to 6th Grade. 

You may register online at vbspro.events/p/ziontruenorth. 

You may also call Zion's Church Office at (570) 649-5195. 

Turbotville Community 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday, June 16th – Friday, June 20th 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military: 

  

Birthdays are listed 
At Home 

Barbara Kocher—6/1 
Freda Keefer— 10/13 

Elizabeth Sampsell—11/7 
  

Milton Rehab—Milton 
Jeannette Calhoun - 11/1 

 

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg 

William Wesner – 8/8  
 

Watsontown Rehab – Watsontown 
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20 

 
Presbyterian Home – Williamsport 

Karl Fausnaught – 9/23 

 
Military Pete Reasner—11/28 
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Lori Dyer, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary 
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

Angela Walburn, Preschool Teacher’s Assistant 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 

Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 

View the Zion News Online 
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it 
goes to press. If you aren’t getting your copy through the 
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our 
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the 
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful 
to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules. 
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July 21-25, 2025 

 

9:00 am – 3:00 pm 
at the church 

39 Paradise Street,  
Turbotville, PA 

 
Come experience outdoor ministries close to home!  Staff 
from Camp Mount Luther and volunteers from this congrega-
tion will be on hand to bring fun, fellowship, and the love of 
God through our day camp program.  Day Camp includes 
games, sports, Bible study, singing, crafts, special events 
and worship. It's designed for kids and youth who've com-
pleted Kindergarten through 8th grade. Included in the week 
is a whole day at Montour Preserve. Lunch and snacks are 
included with the camp and the registration fee is only $20 
for the whole week.  
 
Call the Zion Church Office at (570) 649-5195 to register! 

 
and 

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH 

present 
Summer Day Camp  

For kids and youth who have completed 
Kindergarten through 8th grade. Only $20 for the week! 
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SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION  

We have Camp Mt Luther brochures  on this 

year’s summer camp programs, along with a 

schedule.  Check out the  summer camp online 

at www.campmountluther.org for information 

and to register.  

Any questions contact the church office at  

570-649-5195 or call Camp Mt Luther at  

570-922-1587. 
 

Zion will pay for 50% of camp cost of the  

lowest Tier pricing. Please bring your registra-

tion with your half of the payment to the  

church office.  

CAMP MT LUTHER SUMMER STAFF 
Every summer, Camp Mount Luther depends on re-
sponsible young people to serve as role models for our 
campers. Whether serving as a counselor, lifeguard, or 
kitchen personnel, a job at camp can be an amazing 
and rewarding work experience. Please spread the 
word and help us find quality candidates for Summer 
2025. If you know someone who would be a good fit, 
direct them to chad@campmountluther.org. 
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June Newsletter   
deadline is   

June 11, 2025 
 

          Are you aware that we have … 
… large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Children’s bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 

Just ask an usher. 
 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 
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We thank you for your offerings!   
Make your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of the  

following ways:  

• Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 

• By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;  

• Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

 Evangelical”  

Scroll down on the “Support  Zion Evangelical” web page until 

you see the “Dontate” button under “General Operating” or 

“Nave Improvement” 

Click on “Donate” under the fund you wish to contribute to. 

Click “Recurring” and follow prompts. You can select to auto-

matically contribute every week, every two weeks, or monthly. 

You can also set up a recurring donation using the “Simply Giving 

Program.” 

Go to the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

Evangelical” 

Scroll to the bottom of the “Support Zion Evangelical” web 

page 

Print the “Simply Giving Authorization Form,” complete it, 

and submit it to the church office. 
 

You can make a one-time donation to support our ministry. 
• By dropping off your offering at the church   

 Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm 

• Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 

Via the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

Evangelical” 

Scroll down until you see the “Dontate” button under 

“General Operating” or “Nave Improvement” 

Click on “Donate” under the option you wish to donate to. 

                Click “One-time” and follow prompts. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

IT’S BEEN A GREAT YEAR OF SUNDAY SCHOOL  

We thank Amanda Stoudt, Meghan Zettelmoyer and Natalie 

Hamilton for their faithful teaching this school year. Sunday 

School  begins again on Loyalty Sunday, September 7, 2025 

  

Summer Office Hours 
 

Our church office will be closed on Fridays,  
beginning May 23rd through October 31st 

except for the newsletter Fridays.  
 
 

Pastor Roux will be on Vacation   
Monday, May 19th through Tuesday, May 27th, 2025  

 Mark Giesen will be our supply minister  
May 24th and 25th 

If you have a pastoral emergency call Pastor Justin Lingenfelter 
at 610-973-4052 between May 19th – 23rd. Pastor Kenneth Elkin 

at his home 570-323-7367 or his cell 570-419-3293 between  
May 24th – 27th.  

http://www.zionturbotville.com
http://www.zionturbotville.com
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Wednesday Prayer Service 
Our Wednesday Prayer services are held at 9:00 am.  For those 
looking for an additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, 
the Prayer Group celebrates the sacrament at its service on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month.  Join us for prayer on Wednesdays. 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO LEARN GUITAR? 
Pastor Roux will be offering beginner guitar  
lessons soon. No experience necessary, and we 
will provide a practice guitar if you need to  
borrow one. This will be a group class, so speak 
to Pastor Roux and we can schedule our time  
together. 

FOLK WORSHIP 
 

On the first and third Saturdays of 
each month, we sing Christian Folk 
music and hymns at our Saturday 
evening worship. We invite you to 
join us for a different worship  
experience. 
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We need your help to maintain our church 

records  

and to keep in touch with you.   

1. If your address has changed please notify 

the church office. You can call 570-649-

5195 or email us your new address  -   

zionlc39@windstream.net 

2.   Do you now have a cell phone number and 

no longer a land line?  Please let the church 

know of your new telephone number. 

Do you now have a cell phone 
number and no longer a land 

line?  Please let the church  
office know of your new  

telephone number,  
for our records. 

Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 

The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted  
on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

immediately following the service. 

mailto:zionlc39@windstream.net
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Current Fund  - Daily Expenses 
         

Balance brought forward (3/31/25)   18,117.14    4,704.44 

             

    APRIL                   YTD 

Monthly Contributions 23,367.50  99,962.53 

Monthly Disbursements      21,812.25  90,904.16 

Balance (4/30/25)     19,416.82    19,416.82 

Building Fund—$9,727.49 

Nave Improvement—$13,034.00 

Current Loan Balance as of 4/30/25 was $72,714.74 

Our Mission Goal for April was $26,405.00 

Your contributions for April were $28,252.30 
Nave donations for April were $9,630.00 

Thank you for your giving.  
 

Our Mission Goal for May is $21,929.00 

Your contributions as of May 13th are 12,331.00 

Nave donations as of May 13th are $1,605.00 

Our mortgage balance is $67,473.67 as of 5/13/25 

The original loan amount was $260,344.84  

when we began to make payments starting 1/5/22 

 

APRIL  ATTENDANCE  
 Saturday Evening Worship Service—23 

8:00  am Worship Service– 102 

10:30 am Worship Service—183 

Wednesday Prayer —26 

Lenten Matins—32 

Lenten Vespers—40 

Maundy Thursday—78 

Good Friday—81 

Easter Vigil—88 

6:30 am Easter Sunday—96 
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Want to say “hello”, “missed you on   

Sunday” or just to catch up with a fellow 

member of Zion and need a phone number 

or address.  There are updated telephone 

directories on the table in the narthex. 

Help yourself! 

A big thank you to the Boy Scouts and their leaders along with 

church members for helping with our spring clean up on May 

3rd.  Everyone did a fantastic job weeding, mulching, and power 

washing the pavilion. 

 

             Property Committee 
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JOLLY BUNCH 

June 11, 2025  

10:30 am 

 
Hope you are all enjoying the spring weather.  I certainly do like 
spring with the wonderful  colors  of the flowers and the greening 
of our local area.  In June we will meet on Wednesday, June 11th, 
2025, at 10:30 a.m.   Mr. Reaser from Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors will present a program concerning this important mission in 
our area.  Zion helps with support for this and it will be very inter-
esting to hear how this really does help our neighbors.  
 
After the meeting we will go for lunch at Good Will’s.  See you 
there.  Hugs    Marie   

 

 

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in June 
Walter Crawford—2nd  

Kate Fisher—18th 
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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS 

 

JUNE 

VEGETABLES – Let’s turn our thoughts to vegeta-

bles and think “snap beans”. Let us look on the  

grocer’s shelves for cans of snap beans to bring 

home for our neighbors. These may be yellow or green, 

cut or whole, or perhaps French-style, in large or 

small cans. All  sizes, all varieties are appreciated 

and most welcome. 

You can make a one-time donation to 

support our ministry. 
• By dropping off your offering at the church   

 Monday—Friday 8:30 am—4:30 pm 

• Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 

Via the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button “Donate 

online to support Zion Evangelical” 

Scroll down until you see the 

“Dontate” button under “General 

Operating” or “Nave Improvement” 

Click on “Donate” under the option 

you wish to donate to. 

                Click “One-time” and follow prompts 

Going on Vacation this summer? Don’t forget your church offerings.  

http://www.zionturbotville.com

