JULY 2025

TURBOTVILLE, P&

THE ZION NEWS

PUBLICATION OF
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

AAVSYHAAINNY ,,691

AALSTN0TY ADINYAS SSTIAAVY

v #nusd
VINVATASNN3d
2dNasIMmIl
aivd 3I9v1sod sn
NOILVZINVOYO

1110¥d-NON

L230-3LLLT ¥d "FTIALOGYNL

L23 X040 'd

1AFYLS FSIAY ¥Yd 68

HOSNHD NYSFHLOT TY¥IITADNY AR NOIZ

EQWAN



weom Che

PASTOR

Dear friends in Christ,

There is a prayer that we use during the Liturgy of Resurrection
and New Life celebrated for one of our dear friends who has died.
Whenever I pray this prayer with the congregation it touches my heart.
The prayer goes like this, “Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage,
and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit may lead us in holi-
ness and righteousness all our days.”

The prayer touches me because I have heard a detailed account
of a life well-lived from the family of the one who is now in the arms
of the Good Shepherd. I realize that their life has been a pilgrimage and
they have come to their rest. We too are pilgrims on this earth, making
a journey toward an eternity with God.

Pilgrims are different than tourists. Tourists are out for enter-
tainment. They cram every possible activity they can into their agenda.
They buy souvenirs and overeat. They go sightseeing and are willing to
push through the crowds to get where they want to go. They get upset
when things don't go as planned. Some folks live their lives as if they
were tourists on this earth.

Pilgrims live life differently. They realize that their lives are a
mission from God, and they work to discern God's will for them. Pil-
grims are not worried about seeing and doing everything for their own
pleasure, but rather pursuing faithfully the work that God sets before
them. They are not obsessed with the things of this world or earthly
pleasures. They are aware of the needs of others. Pilgrims count their
blessings, not their troubles.

The truth is that we are all pilgrims. We are traveling through
this life toward a heavenly destination. Jesus told his disciples that he
prepares a place for us in his Father's house and that there will be a new
heaven and new earth. Often we build homes and establish lives here
on earth in a way that ignores that we are really just here for a short
time. The joy that God wants for us is very different from the fleeting
happiness and momentary pleasures of this world.

I

NO PROJECT LINUS
"BLANKET FELLOWSHIP"
DURING THE SUMMER

A reminder that the group will not meet in
August. Blankets will still be delivered to our
chapter in Lewisburg on the third Wednes-
day each month. So, you can still work on
blankets during your vacation or staycation
and drop them off at the church. See you in
September!

Project ¥ Linus
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound,
in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military:

Birthdays are listed
At Home
Barbara Kocher—6/1
Freda Keeter— 10/13
Elizabeth Sampsell—11/7

Milton Rehab—Milton
_Jeannette Calhoun - 11/1

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg
William Wesner — 8/8

Watsontown Rehab — Watsontown
Maxine Reimensnyder — 12/20

Presbyterian Home — Williamsport
Karl Fausnaught — 9/23

Military Pete Reasner—11/28
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Do you ever think about what is beyond the days that are allotted
for us on this earth? Do you desire what God has in store for us? We may
not be aware of it, but we all desire God. Behind every desire for the
things of this world, the pleasures, and the comfort, is our desire for God.
We are always hungry for something more complete, and God is that
completeness for which we yearn.

We are pilgrims just passing through, and it is helpful to remind
ourselves of that from time to time. In the context of eternal life, we are
only here for a brief time. Realizing this changes our priorities. We are
here for a reason. God has a mission for us. Each person has their own
mission. The mission may involve our family, our community, our voca-
tion, and probably all three together. When we walk as pilgrims together
through our worship and prayer life and service, we encourage one anoth-
er to become the best that we can be for the Kingdom of God. Let us pray
for the grace to be pilgrims and not just tourists. Let us pray for the grace
to be the kind of friend who helps others in the great pilgrimage of life.

This is “A Pilgrim's Prayer,” by Thomas Merton:

“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the
road ahead of me. I cannot know for certain where it will end. Nor do |
really know myself, and the fact that I think I am following your will does
not mean that [ am actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to
please you, does in fact, please you. And I hope I have that desire in all
that I am doing. I hope that I will never do anything apart from that de-
sire. And I know that if I do this, you will lead me by the right road,
though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always
though I may seem lost and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you
are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.
Amen.”

Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux



Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058)
Lori Dyer, Council President
Michael Yohn, Organist
Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist
Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary
Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher
Angela Walburn, Preschool Teacher’s Assistant

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm - 570-649-5195
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Church website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zionturbotville pa
You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville

Pastor Roux will be on vacation
July 28th — August 11*".

If you have a pastoral emergency call Pastor

Kenneth Elkin at his home 570-323-7367 or his

cell 570-419-3293. Or call Pastor Curt Wingert

814-876-0974.

Pastor Wingert is the minister from Christ

United in Millmont and First Lutheran in

Mifflinburg

Zion News Online

View the Zion News Online
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it
goes to press. If you aren’t getting your copy through the
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful

to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules.
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DEADLINE FOR
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

August Newslotter

“deadline is

August 18, 2025

Are you aware that we have ...

... large print Portals of Prayer?
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at
the back of the church?

Large print bulletins are available for all
worship services.

Children’s bulletins are also available
for worship services.
Just ask an usher.

Church E-Mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zion turbotville pa

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville
Check out the pictures on Facebook
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
August 16 & 17, 2025

Here at Zion on Saturday, August 16™ and Sunday, Au-
gust 17™, we want to celebrate and bless the beginning of
another school year. All students are invited to bring
your backpacks to worship at 6:00 pm Saturday, 8:00 or
10:30 am Sunday. Together we will bless the backpacks
with prayer and lift up students of all ages, dedicating
them to God’s glory as we begin a new school year.

We will also be giving each student a gift to keep with
them, a constant reminder that our Lord Jesus goes with

them every day.




ATTENTION COMMITTEES

2026 Proposed Budgets

are due in the office by We thank you for your offerings!
Sunday, August 3. Make your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of the

following ways:

e Offerings will be received at our regular worship times.
e By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,
P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA17772;
e Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com.
Just click on the yellow button "Donate online to support Zion
Evangelical”
Scroll down on the "Support Zion Evangelical” web page until
you see the "Dontate” button under "General Operating” or
"Nave Improvement”
Click on "Donate” under the fund you wish to contribute to.
Click "Recurring” and follow prompts. You can select to auto-
matically contribute every week, every two weeks, or monthly.
You can also set up a recurring donation using the "Simply Giving
Program.”
Go to the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com.

Click on the yellow button "Donate online to support Zion
Evangelical”
Scroll to the bottom of the "Support Zion Evangelical” web

Contact Cathy in the office if

R - page
you have any questions. A Print the "Simply Giving Authorization Form,” complete it,

and submit it to the church office.


http://www.zionturbotville.com

Going on Vacation this summer? Don't forget your church offerings.

You may drop off your offering at the church
Monday—Thursday, 8:30 am—4:30 pm.

You can make a one-time donation to support
our ministry through the mobile phone app:
GivePlus via the Zion website,
www.zionturbotville.com. Click on the yellow

button, "Donate online to support Zion Evan-
gelical.” Scroll down until you see the "Donate”

button under "General Operating” or "Nave
Improvement.” Click on "Donate” under the
option you wish to donate to. Click "One-time"
and follow prompts.

14

———— — i — . — — — — — — —— — — — — — — — — — — ——— — ———— ——

Summer Office Hours

|
!
|
i
Our church office will be |
closed on Fridays, l
through October 3Ft |
except for the newsletter|
!

|

!

!

|

!

|

|

Fridays.
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PASTOR AVAILABLE
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any time for
telephone conversations or to schedule a visit. You
may reach him at his home at 570-437-9058. If he is
not available, please leave a message and he will return
it as soon as possible.



http://www.zionturbotville.com

We need your help to maintain our church
records
and to keep in touch with you.
1. If your address has changed please notify
the church office. You can call 570-649-

ADDRESS 5195 or email us your new address -
CHANGE zionlc39@windstream.net

2. Do you now have a cell phone number and

EE ) FOLK WORSHIP
no longer a land line? Please let the church

On August 16™ & 30th, we will sing know of your new telephone number.
Christian Folk music and hymns at
our Saturday evening worship. We
invite you to join us for a different

’ | worship experience.
/

Do you now have a cell phone
number and no longer a land
line? Please let the church
office know of your new
telephone number,

e for our records.
Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am
worship on our Facebook Page:
Wednesday Prayer Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)
Service
Our Wednesday Prayer services are
held at 9:00 am. For those looking for an additional opportunity to The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted
receive Holy Communion, the Prayer Group celebrates the on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville
sacrament at its service on the fourth Wednesday of every month. immediately following the service.

Join us for prayer on Wednesdays.

(11| Tube

8 13
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Balance brought forward (5/31/25)  20,182.86 4704 .44

June YTD
Monthly Contributions 20,385.87 140,088.97
Monthly Disbursements 24,067.59 133,690.71
Balance (5/31/25) 17,777.59 17,777.59

Building Fund—$10,073.23
Nave Improvement—$12,830.00

Current Loan Balance as of 6/30/25 was $65,042.13

Our Mission Goal for June is $22,500.00
Your contributions for June were $20,154.00
Nave donations for June were $3,455.00

Thank you for your giving.

Our Mission Goal for July is $21,771.00
Your contributions as of July 15 are $13,442.50
Nave donations as of July 15* are $1,790.00
Our mortgage balance is $62,210.94 as of 7/15/25
The original loan amount was $260,344.84
when we began to make payments starting 1/5/22

I JUNE ATTENDANCE
Saturday Evening Worship Service—37
8:00 am Worship Service-198
I 10:30 am Worship Service—176
. Wednesday Prayer —62

Dear Zion,
Thank you for the beautiful 50th anniversary
bouquet. It was a lovely gesture! We had a very
small wedding at Bethany Lutheran in Montoursville
in '75. How quickly times passes. Again thank you
so much.

Love,

Pat and Chuck Miller

Thank You Al
So grateful there are amazing people in this
world people like all of you.

| just wanted to say thank you to the Pastor
and congregation for all the prayers. | came
thru my procedure fine and I'm doing well.
Thank you and God Bless Zion Lutheran
Church

Arla Appleman

We would like to thank everyone involved in Shirley's memorial
service and luncheon. The service was a wonderful tribute to
Shirley. The luncheon was great and it gave us opportunity to
visit. Shirley always appreciated the support and friendliness
of our church members.

The Family of Shirley Menges



JOLLY BUNCH
AUgUSE13, 2025 | ———— .

10:30 am WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
: AUGUST

: As we just noted, summertime is the ideal time for picnics; perhaps you

The Jolly Bunch certainly had a good time playing "Stump the
Organist”, but, of course, we were unable to do that. Organists
Michael Yohn and Garry Ritter made the day very special for all
of us. A special thank you to each of them.

have already attended a few. Chances are, at each of those picnics,
ésomeone brought a tasty dish of baked beans. It's still time for many :
more picnics and what's a picnic without baked beans? This month, let us
help our neighbors prepare for their picnics by bringing cans of baked

Please join us at The Montour Preserve for our August 13, : beans. Check your grocer's shelves —notice the wide variety of baked
2025 meeting. Ms. Marissa Cromes of
Vernal School will present a program on
Birds. Last year she gave us information
on mammals in the area. This will be
another special program for us. We will go
to D & D's in Watsontown for lunch. See
you there. HUGs to all. Marie

: beans available. Choose one (or perhaps several) and bring them for all

i those happy picnic times in August. Let's ensure that all our neighbor's

gpicnics have the traditional dish of baked beans.

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in August
Barb Zettlemoyer—1°*
Bill Wesner—8*"
Steve Fisher—20"
Nancy Mingle—26*"

We meet the second Wednesday
of the month.
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