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Dear friends in Christ, 
 This September marks my 20th year of ministry with you at  
Zion. Among the activities that I lead when I first joined you were  
historical reflection events. Many Zion members came out to reminisce 
about their years in our church. I learned so much about where this 
congregation had walked in faith. Out of this time of sharing came four 
statements that everyone agreed characterized Zion's ministry over the 
years. They were: 
¶ Youth ministries are a crucial aspect of Zion. 
¶ Zion is blessed with talented leadership and an active membership. 
¶ We are supportive of a wide variety of world ministries and local 
needs. 

¶ Our congregation is willing to change for growth. 
As these 20 years have passed, I believe these statements continue to 
be true. 
 I would like to add one more characteristic that has become ap-
parent to me as we have served together. This congregation is a very 
welcoming group of people. Throughout the years as visitors and new 
members have joined us, many have spoken of how they were noticed, 
engaged in conversation, and invited into the activities of the congrega-
tion. They were made to feel that they belong with us. I am very grate-
ful that God has blessed this congregation with such a gift of hospitali-
ty. If I were to describe the congregation of Zion with a Scripture pas-
sage, it would be Romans 12:9-13: 
 ñLet love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is 
good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in 
showing honour. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 
Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute 
to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.ò  
 I want to encourage this congregation to grow in the God-given 
gift of hospitality. Over the next three months, I invite you to partici-
pate in an initiative we are calling ñInvite Your One.ò The ultimate 
goal is to have as many members of the congregation as possible invite 
someone to worship with us on the weekend of  November 23, 2025 
when we celebrate Christ the King Sunday. 
 There are several steps to getting to ñInvite Your Oneò Sunday. 
The first is to form a few small prayer groups. They will meet once a 
week to pray for congregation members to be alert to people within 
their existing relationships that they could invite to worship with us. 
They will also pray for God to lift up people that will be receptive to 
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our invitations. The people of the small group will also pray individu-
ally every day for this gift of hospitality to be extended from our con-
gregation. 
 Everyone will also be given an invitation card. Take your card 
and write on it your own name and the name of the person you have 
invited. We will be posting the cards on a bulletin board in the narthex 
to encourage one another in our invitations. 
 I will also be preaching a sermon series based on Scripture that 
encourages our work of evangelism. The sermons are: 
 October 12: ñA Greater Workò 
 October 19: ñNo Greater Time than Right Nowò 
 November 9: ñA Greater Churchò 
 November 16: ñThe Great Responsibilityò 
We will learn how God gifts a congregation for the work of inviting 
and incorporating new people into the Kingdom of God. 
 On the weekend of November 23rd we will share with the peo-
ple we have invited a wonderful worship service. Christ the King Day 
is always a great day of celebration with beautiful traditional hymns 
and the sharing of the Lord's Supper. We will also be sure to have a 
time of hospitality with something to eat and drink after each liturgy. It 
will be an opportunity to greet one another with the love and peace of 
the Lord. 
 To follow up on our special day we will be contacting those 
who have attended by email. (Those who do not email will receive a 
phone call.) The day after ñInvite Your Oneò we will send an email 
thanking them for attending, noting that someone who obviously cares 
for them invited them to be our guest, and also letting them know we 
will be praying for them. The next week we will send a second email 
asking them to let us know if we can pray for them, or if they would 
like for us to visit with them, or if they have an interest in any of our 
ministries. If there are any requests we will follow up on them. If not, 
we can be glad that seeds of our hospitality and the gospel have been 
planted. We will also be asking each prayer group to pray for all who 
attended for two weeks after ñInvite Your One.ò 
 God has gifted this congregation at Zion in many ways, and 
certainly with the gift of hospitality. May 
we be people who generously give of 
that hospitality to our community, all for 
the glory of God. 
 Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux 
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A Message from Pastor Elkin 
 
When we get together for worship, how many preachers are in the 
room? 
One, two, fiftyé? 
The answer is: ALL of us. 
Everyone in the room properly has some part in the preaching of the 
Good News. 
The Pastor takes the lead in planning the worship and announcing 
the key parts of Good News for the day. The lectors read the Bible 
passages clearly and carefully so that they can be digested and un-
derstood. The organists play hymns in different ways that reflect the 
different content and mood of the texts; sometimes quiet and 
thoughtful, other times lively and celebratory. They also play prel-
udes and music while the table is being set and during the sharing of 
the Meal that will project the mood of the day, interpret a hymn, and 
give us time to digest the Good News. Everyone engages in preach-
ing to one another as we sing the hymns and the liturgy. 
 
For this communication to be effective there need to be both speak-
ers and listeners. We take turns. We need to be attentive to each 
speaker in order to hear Good News in all its forms. We listen when 
the pastor preaches the sermon and the lectors read the lessons. We 
listen to each other as we sing the hymns, each one encouraging the 
other. We need also to listen as the organists interpret and introduce 
the hymns, and when they offer incidental music as well. Some-
times it will be based on a hymn text that we can read and look for 
the connection with other parts of the service. Other times it will 
reflect the general mood of the lessons and the day. 
 
We understand the church to be a company of preachers, in many 
different ways. When we are together, we practice our speaking and 
listening skills that we will use elsewhere in life. Letôs be kind and 
attentive to each other as we practice! 
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Elkin 
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Friday, October 31, 2025 
6:00ñ8:00 pm 

 
Feel free to dress in costume and decorate the trunk  

of your vehicle and pass out candy. 
 

The Youth of Zion will be providing hospitality  
for the event. Come help us greet the children and  

offer a cup of punch or apple cider.  
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Hope you all have been enjoying some time off 
and fun activities with family and friends. 
 
Project Linus "Blanket Fellowship" will resume its 
get-togethers. The meetings will be from 2:00 ï 
4:00 PM either in the narthex lounge or in the So-
cial Hall (depending on the types of projects) on 
the following dates: 

October 19 
November 16 

December - no meeting 
 
Bring a blanket project to work on or materials for 
a project if you would like some help getting start-
ed. There will be members who will help you. 
ñBlanket Fellowshipò is a come-as-you-are-able 
activity where we can have fun and get to know 
each other better as we help a great cause by 
making and donating blankets for children in need 
in our area.  
For questions, contact Ann Gardner. 
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The History of Reformation Sunday 
 Our story begins in the 16th century ï 
1517, to be exact. Across Europe, the Roman 
Catholic Church was engaged in one of the 
greatest fundraisers in all of history. 
If a person made a financial gift to help with 
the building Saint Peterôs Basilica in Rome, 
then the church would furnish that person 
with a certificate promising that they or their loved ones 
would be freed from purgatory in the afterlife. 
 In short, the church at that time taught that even those 
bound for heaven had to be cleansed of their earthly sins and 
this cleansing in the afterlife took place in a place called Pur-
gatory. The certificates offered by the church (called 
ñIndulgencesò) promised to lessen this time of cleansing for 
oneself or others who have already died. This basically 
amounted to people paying to be forgiven. 
 November 1st, known as All Saints Day on the 
churchôs calendar, was an important day for the selling and 
buying of these indulgences. The day before on October 31st,  
a German Monk named Martin Luther posted a list of 95 
Theses ï 95 reasons that he objected to this practice of sell-
ing indulgences. Along with other writings by Martin Luther, 
those 95 Reasons were widly distributed by the new printing 
press. 
 Luther insisted that we are not forgiven because of an-
ything we do ï including the buying of Indulgences or doing 
enough good work. Instead, we are forgiven because of who 
God is. We are loved and forgiven because God is full of 
grace and mercy. 
His teachings and writings got Martin Luther kicked out of 
the church. But he didnôt go alone. Others agreed with him, 
and after his death those who agreed with Luther became 
known as Lutherans and also as Protestants. 
 We will celebrate Reformation Sunday on October 26th 
this year. 
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Office Scheduling & New Staff Orientation Notice 
 
We will be welcoming to Zion our new Church Secretary.   
She will be working with Cathy Kelley during the months of  
October through December for her orientation.  We are request-
ing that church members pre-schedule any business-related ap-
pointments with our current Church Secretary during the months 
of October and November. This will allow her to dedicate fo-
cused, uninterrupted time to the training and orientation process. 
We know many of you will want to offer a warm welcome, and 
we encourage brief introductions if you happen to stop by. How-
ever, to ensure the orientation remains productive, we kindly ask 
that business matters requiring dedicated time be scheduled in 
advance.  To make such an appointment, please contact the 
church office. 
Thank you for your understanding, patience, and warm support 
during this transition! 
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military: 

  

Birthdays are listed 
At Home 

Barbara Kocheŗ 6/1 
Freda Keefeŗ  10/13 

Elizabeth Sampselļ 11/7 
  

Milton Rehab̧ Milton 
Jeannette Calhoun - 11/1 

 

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg 

William Wesner · 8/8  
 

Watsontown Rehab · Watsontown 
Maxine Reimensnyder · 12/20 

 
Presbyterian Home · Williamsport 

Karl Fausnaught · 9/23 

 
Military Pete Reasneŗ 11/28 
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Lori Dyer, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary 
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

Angela Walburn, Preschool Teacherôs Assistant 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 
Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 

View the Zion News Online 
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it 
goes to press. If you arenôt getting your copy through the 
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our 
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the 
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful 
to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules. 
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We offer using the Sparkhouse curriculum. Teachers will be  
Natalie Hamilton, Alexa Spinella and Mandy Stoudt.  We offer 
classes for children Preschool to 6th Grade.  

Facebook Livestream Attendants Needed - If you are interested in 

helping with the weekly worship live stream. Please use the signup 

sheet posted on the bulletin board outside of the office.  Training 

and documented how-to³s will be provided and you will be shadowed 

by Macoy Auman.  The live stream does not have to occur during 

10:30 worship so if you would like to stream 8:00 am or the Sat-

urday 6:00 pm service, please indicate the desired time on the 

signup sheet.  

Contact Macoy Auman at 570-692-1154. 
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October Newsletter   
deadline is   

October 8, 2025 
 

          Are you aware that we have é 
é large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Childrenôs bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 
Just ask an usher. 

 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 
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We thank you for your offerings!   
Make your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of the  

following ways:  

¶ Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 

¶ By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;  

¶ Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button ´Donate online to support Zion 

 Evangelicalµ  

Scroll down on the ´Support  Zion Evangelicalµ web page until 

you see the ´Dontateµ button under ´General Operatingµ or 

´Nave Improvementµ 

Click on ´Donateµ under the fund you wish to contribute to. 

Click ´Recurringµ and follow prompts. You can select to auto-

matically contribute every week, every two weeks, or monthly. 

You can also set up a recurring donation using the ´Simply Giving 

Program.µ 

Go to the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button ´Donate online to support Zion 

Evangelicalµ 

Scroll to the bottom of the ´Support Zion Evangelicalµ web 

page 

Print the ´Simply Giving Authorization Form,µ complete it, 

and submit it to the church office. 
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ATTENTION COLLEGE 
STUDENTS!!!! 

Or the Parents of College Students  
Please update your college address.  
 

GOODIES WANTED FOR COFFEE HOUR - Do you like to bake or would 

like to provide goodies (cookies, brownies or any other baked goods) 

for coffee hour? Homemade or purchased, fancy or packaged all would 

be welcomed.  

Contact Helen Mathias or see the sign up sheet in the narthex.  Helen 

will still set up the coffee, we just need some help with the ´goodieµ 

part of the coffee hour.  

http://www.zionturbotville.com
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PASTOR AVAILABLE 
Please feel free to contact Pastor Roux at any time for  
telephone conversations or to schedule a visit. You 
may reach him at his home at 570-437-9058. If he is 
not available, please leave a message and he will return 
it as soon as possible.   

  

Office Hours 
 

Our church office will be 
closed on Fridays,  

through October 31st  

except for the newsletter 
Fridays.  
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We need your help to maintain our church 

records  

and to keep in touch with you.   

1. If your address has changed please notify 

the church office. You can call 570-649 -

5195 or email us your new address  -   

zionlc39@windstream.net 

2.   Do you now have a cell phone number and 

no longer a land line?  Please let the church 

know of your new telephone number. 

Do you now have a cell phone 
number and no longer a land 
line?  Please let the church  
office know of your new  
telephone number,  
for our records. 

Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 

The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted  
on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

immediately following the service. 

mailto:zionlc39@windstream.net
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Current Fund  - Daily Expenses 
         

Balance brought forward (7/31/25)   15,912.40    4,704.44 

             

    August                YTD 

Monthly Contributions 18,202.62  178,434.09 

Monthly Disbursements      24,296.51  179698.01 

Balance (8/31/25)    10,398.14    10,398.14 

Building Funḑ $10,335.42 

Nave Improvemenţ$10,255.00 

Current Loan Balance as of 8/31/25 was $48,905.87 

Our Mission Goal for August was  $24,310.00 

Your contributions for August were $18,202.62 
Nave donations for August were $2,060.00 

Thank you for your giving.  
 

Our Mission Goal for September is  $20,897.00 

Your contributions as of September  17th are $15,898.50 

Nave donations as of September  17th are $1,870.00 

Our mortgage balance is $47,676.48 as of 9/2/25 

The original loan amount was $260,344.84  

when we began to make payments starting 1/5/22 

 

AUGUST ATTENDANCE  

 Saturday Evening Worship Service¸59 

8:00  am Worship Service· 183 

10:30 am Worship Servicȩ155 

Wednesday Prayer ̧57 
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Wednesday Prayer 
Service 

Our Wednesday Prayer services are 
held at 9:00 am.  For those looking for an additional opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion, the Prayer Group celebrates the 
sacrament at its service on the fourth Wednesday of every month.  
Join us for prayer on Wednesdays. 

FOLK WORSHIP 
 
During the month of October, we will 
sing Christian Folk music and hymns at 
all of our Saturday, 6:00 p.m., worship 
services. We invite you to join us for a 
different worship experience. 

 

The Saturday, October 25th, 6:00 p.m.  
worship service is cancelled due to a  
wedding on that afternoon.  


