
28 

 

A
D

D
R

E
S

S
  
S

E
R

V
IC

E
 R

E
Q

U
E

S
T

E
D

 

Z
IO

N
 E

V
A

N
G

E
LI

C
A

L 
LU

T
H

E
R

A
N

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 
3

9
 P

A
R

A
D

IS
E

 S
T

R
E

E
T

   
P

. O
. B

O
X

 2
7

7
  

T
U

R
B

O
T

V
IL

LE
, P

A
   

1
7

7
7

2
-0

2
7

7
 

  

N
O

N
-P

R
O

FI
T 

O
R

G
A

N
IZ

A
TI

O
N

 
U

S 
P

O
ST

A
G

E 
P

A
ID

 
LE

W
IS

B
U

R
G

 
P

EN
N

SY
LV

A
N

IA
 

P
e

rm
it

 #
 4

 

1
6
9

th
 A

N
N

IV
E

R
S

A
R

Y
 

 
1 

 

 

PUBLICATION OF 
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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November 2025 

THE ZION NEWS 

The Peaceable Kingdom 
          Isaiah 11: 1-11 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 Question: What specific animals were present when Jesus 
was born? You may have immediately thought of the Nativity 
scenes that are displayed every Christmas. Almost without excep-
tion, these depictions include a few animals, usually a donkey and 
cow, a lamb or two, and, when the Wise Men are included, often 
camels as well. 
 But now another question: Which animals does the Bible 
tell us were present? Actually, the Bible mentions none at all. 
Neither of the biblical Christmas accounts we have, those from 
Matthew and Luke, refers to any animals, except for sheep in 
Luke, and those apparently are left in the field when the shep-
herds set off to find Jesus. Even the traditional picture of Mary 
riding a donkey to Bethlehem with Joseph walking beside her is 
our imaginative filling in of the details. 
 The one thing the scripture does tell us, however, is that 
when Jesus was born, Mary laid him in a manger because there 
was no room in the inn. A manger is a feeding trough for animals, 
so it must have been in some sort of structure where animals were 
housed, like a stable or barn or even a cave. So it’s likely that 
some animals were there, and that they were witnesses to the birth 
of Christ. 
 As best we know, however, it was Saint Francis of Assisi, 
that great lover of animals, who added the ox, donkey and sheep 
to the manger scene when, back in 1224, he created the first liv-
ing Nativity. 
 All of our Old Testament readings for worship this Advent 
season will be taken from the prophet Isaiah. In one of those pas-
sages we do find animals in a central role. Speaking during a dark 
time when the people of Judah were being oppressed by Babylon, 
the prophet envisioned a new day when peace would be so wide-
spread that even animals that are normally predators and prey 
would coexist without threat. 
 That peace would come when a Messiah, a new king 
would begin his reign. The king would be a descendant of King 
David, whose father was Jesse. Even though the dynasty prom-
ised to David of a king who would rule forever was cut off by the 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
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Upcoming  Fundraisers  
Soup Sale  

39 Paradise Street Turbotville PA 
Drive-through pickup from  

12:30 – 2:00 pm each Saturday  
(Note the time change) 

Jan 3rd   Beef Vegetable / Ham & Bean 
Jan 17th  Stuffed Pepper / Broccoli Cheese 
  / Turkey Noodle   
Jan 31st Clam Chowder / Chicken & Wild  Rice  
  / Chili  
Feb 3rd Oyster Supper (4:00—8:00 pm)  
Feb 14th  Chicken Corn / Tuscan Zuppa  
Feb 28th  Loaded Potato / Pasta Fagioli 
Mar 14th Fish Dinner 
May 2nd Roast Beef Dinner 

Pre-orders are accepted by  
Email:  zionsoupsales@gmail.com   

OR  Call:(570) 649-5195  
Zion EV Lutheran Church office – Monday-Friday 

mailto:zionsoupsales@gmail.com
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military: 

  

Birthdays are listed 
At Home 

Barbara Kocher—6/1 
Freda Keefer— 10/13 

Elizabeth Sampsell—11/7 
  

Milton Rehab—Milton 
Jeannette Calhoun - 11/1 

 

Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg 

William Wesner – 8/8  
 

Watsontown Rehab – Watsontown 
Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20 

 
Presbyterian Home – Williamsport 

Karl Fausnaught – 9/23 

 
Military Pete Reasner—11/28 
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Babylonian exile, Isaiah is given the vision of the Messiah filled 
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit: 
 

ñA shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, 

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.ò 

(Isaiah 11:1-3) 
 

The future king will judge the world with such righteousness and 
faithfulness that peace will result among the people creating a 
paradise that spreads even to the animal kingdom: 
 

ñThe wolf shall live with the lamb,  
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
 and a little child shall lead them. 
The cow and the bear shall graze,  
their young shall lie down together; 
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adderôs den. 
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the wa-
ters cover the sea.ò (Isaiah 11:6-9) 

 
 In the early 1800s, this passage of scripture inspired the 
American painter Edward Hicks to illustrate the imagery of Isai-
ah’s words in a series of paintings collectively called the 
“Peaceable Kingdom.” In the most well known of these paintings, 
the foreground shows wild animals and children at peace togeth-
er, while the background portrays a meeting between some Indi-
ans and colonists. That’s a representation of William Penn’s trea-
ty with the Indians in Pennsylvania, a peaceful agreement that 
was kept by both parties. The animals that are normally natural 
enemies come together with children to symbolize the kingdom 
of God.  
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One thing we can learn from the vision of Isaiah, is that the  
prophet was talking about a future time when peace would be so 
prevalent that it would extend even into the animal world, where a 
wolf and a lamb could lie side by side, with no threat coming from 
the wolf and no anxiety coming from the lamb. In that vision of 
things, animals become representative of the peacefulness of 
God’s kingdom. That’s the same message the angels brought to 
the shepherds in the field on Christmas night: “Glory to God in  
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he  
favors!” 
 In our day, anything like peace on earth seems pretty far 
removed. Yet Isaiah's prophecy points forward to the time when 
the Messiah's kingdom will come in fullness.  That kingdom  
began with the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, the city of David. 
Throughout his ministry Jesus demonstrated his righteousness  
and faithfulness that result in peace. His brutal crucifixion and 
glorious resurrection and ascension tell us that a new age has  
begun. Defeating death, Jesus the King will reign forever. His 
kingdom is already here, but not yet in its fullness.  
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Lori Dyer, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Cathy J. Kelley, Secretary 
 

Tammy George, Secretary  
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

Angela Walburn, Preschool Teacherôs Assistant 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am to 4:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 
Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 

View the Zion News Online 
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it 
goes to press. If you arenôt getting your copy through the 
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our 
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the 
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful 
to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules. 
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December Newsletter   
deadline is   

December 10, 2025 
 

          Are you aware that we have é 
é large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Childrenôs bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 

Just ask an usher. 
 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 
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 That is why we observe Advent with patience. From Isaiah's 
prophecy we know that a real, lasting, peace is coming. A peace 
that is so widespread it includes even the animal kingdom. It is the 
promise of God and is the thing that we should be working toward 
in our attitudes and behaviors right now. Most of us who have pets 
or domestic animals treat them pretty well. The challenge is to treat 
our fellow human beings as well. 
 The prophecy of Isaiah should carry us forward every day. 
Part of why we celebrate Christmas year after year is to remind 
ourselves that the peaceable kingdom is the destination. Let us 
teach each other to pray, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
 Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux 

The cover illustration is by Pastor Daniel Erlander. Under the 
picture is the Greek word "ANAKEPHALAIOSOSTHAI." 
The word comes from ancient mathematics and is translated 
"gather up" in English. The total of many separate numbers 
was called the "ANAKEPHALAIOSOSTHAI." This number 
gathered all of the other numbers into itself. St. Paul uses it in his 
letter to the Ephesians: "God has made known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in 
Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in 
Christ, things in heaven and things on earth." This is the work of 
Jesus Christ, to gather together every part of the universe, to bring 
everything together in one harmonious household. 
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Thanksgiving Eve  
Worship 

at Zion Turbotville 
Wednesday,  

November 26, 2025 
9:00 AM & 7:00 PM 
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We thank you for your offerings!   
Make your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of the  

following ways:  

¶ Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 

¶ By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;  

¶ Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

 Evangelical”  

Scroll down on the “Support  Zion Evangelical” web page until 

you see the “Dontate” button under “General Operating” or 

“Nave Improvement” 

Click on “Donate” under the fund you wish to contribute to. 

Click “Recurring” and follow prompts. You can select to auto-

matically contribute every week, every two weeks, or monthly. 

You can also set up a recurring donation using the “Simply Giving 

Program.” 

Go to the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

Evangelical” 

Scroll to the bottom of the “Support Zion Evangelical” web 

page 

Print the “Simply Giving Authorization Form,” complete it, 

and submit it to the church office. 

http://www.zionturbotville.com
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We need your help to maintain our church 

records  

and to keep in touch with you.   

1. If your address has changed please notify 

the church office. You can call 570-649-

5195 or email us your new address  -   

zionlc39@windstream.net 

2.   Do you now have a cell phone number and 

no longer a land line?  Please let the church 

know of your new telephone number. 

Do you now have a cell phone 
number and no longer a land 
line?  Please let the church  
office know of your new  
telephone number,  
for our records. 

Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 

The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted  
on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

immediately following the service. 
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Advent: Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
 The new Church year begins on November 30th with the 
season of Advent. Developed in the western Church in the fifth 
century, Advent is a season of preparation that looks toward both 
Bethlehem and the second coming of Jesus Christ.  We at Zion 
will make careful use of Advent to prepare our hearts and minds 
for Christmas and the second coming through our worship.  
     The Christmas season in the Church lasts from the  
evening of December 24th through January 5th. It is a full twelve 
days of celebrating the Nativity of Our Lord. The color of the 
Christmas season is white, the color of all the festivals of Christ, 
traditionally suggesting gladness, light, and joy. We will begin 
this season of celebrating with candlelight liturgies of carols and 
Holy Communion on Christmas Eve at 7:00 and 11:00 p.m.   
 Come, join us for worship in December. We pray that all 
members of Zion, and all Christians everywhere, will enjoy a 
blessed Advent and Christmas. 

mailto:zionlc39@windstream.net
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Sunday School Christmas Program 
Sunday, December 21st 

9:30 am in the Social Hall 
All are invited! 

Sunday School Program Rehearsal 
Saturday, December 20th at 9:00 am 
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Current Fund  - Daily Expenses 
         

Balance brought forward (9/30/25)   14,516.52    4,704.44 

             

    October              YTD 

Monthly Contributions 21,872.00  226,223.71 

Monthly Disbursements      22,312.56  223,512.91 

Balance (10/31/25)    13,779.06    13,779.06 

Building Fund—$10,058.44 

Nave Improvement—$13,437.51 

Current Loan Balance as of 10/31/25 was $47,619.37 

Our Mission Goal for October was  $22,934.00 

Your contributions for October were $21,797.00 
Nave donations for October were $3,800.00 

Thank you for your giving.  
 

Our Mission Goal for November is  $25,011.00 

Your contributions as of November 15th are $16,344.37 

Nave donations as of November 15th are $2,010 .00 

Our mortgage balance is $43,510.14 as of 11/15/25 

The original loan amount was $260,344.84  

when we began to make payments starting 1/5/22 

 

OCTOBER ATTENDANCE  

 Saturday Evening Worship Service—31 

8:00  am Worship Service– 171 

10:30 am Worship Service—172 

Wednesday Prayer —69 

 



20 

 

WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS 

 

DECEMBER 

CRANBERRY SAUCE – It’s a traditional part of our 

Christmas holiday meal; the meal seems incomplete 

without that touch of color and tang, so this item has 

been chosen for emphasis this month. You may bring 

either or both kinds of cranberry sauce, the jellied or 

whole berry type.  

Cranberry sauce is the perfect dish to accompany our 

favorite ham or turkey entrée. Please bring as many 

cans as possible during this month. All are so grateful-

ly received.  

Donations may be dropped off at the church narthex.  

.  

The newly Elected Council 

members are:  

 

Brittany Lynch (2nd Term) 
 

Lynne Anderson (2nd Term) 
 

John Spinella (1st Term) 
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 CHRISTMAS EVE 

 
 

Candlelight Worship 
December 24, 2025  

7:00 pm and 11:00 pm 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

7:00 pm (2) 

11:00 pm (2)  

   

PRESENTERS OF COMMUNION VESSELS 

7:00 pm  

11:00 pm 

 

LECTORS 

7:00 pm  

11:00 pm  

 

ACOLYTES 

7:00 pm (2)  

11:00 pm (2)    

 

CROSSBEARERS 

7:00 pm (1) 

11:00 pm (1)  

 

USHERS  

7:00 pm (4) 

11:00 pm (2)    

We are in need of Worship Assistants for the  

Christmas Eve worship.  If you will be attending 

these services, please volunteer.   
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Zionôs Christmas Card Mail Basket  

If you have cards for members of Zion, simply write the  

recipient’s name on the envelope and “mail” them in the  

Basket. Deadline for mailing cards this year will be December 

10th and ready for distribution on the 14th.  

Cards remaining after that date  

WILL NOT BE MAILED  

and are then your responsibility. 
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Please plan to join the Jolly Bunch on December 10th, 2025, 

at  10:30 a.m.  We will once again enjoy the sounds, stories, and 

memories of the special season of Christmas.  Ann Gardner is plan-

ning some games also.  We are just planning a meeting that should 

fill us with joy and fellowship.  Think about wearing something in 

Christmas colors (you men also) and bring something that has a 

special Christmas meaning to you to share with our friends. 

 

Our meal will be catered once again by the Station House with the 

menu as before.  The cost is just $19.   If you have not signed up, 

there is a sign-up sheet in the narthex or you can call Cathy at the 

office by December 1st. 

 

If you cannot stay for the meal, please come to the meeting and en-

joy the program and fellowship. We all understand that occasionally 

we have other events that prevent us from joining for the meal. 

 

If I don't see you before, have a wonderful Thanksgiving and a blessed, 

loving Christmas. 

Marie Gardner 

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in December 

Doris LaForme-7th 

Helen Mathias-20th 

John Hemrick-22nd 

Pastor Roux-26th 

Linda Webb-31st 

 

Shut-in members with Birthdays in December 

Maxine Reimensnyder-20th 

 

We meet the second Wednesday of the month except in January.  

JOLLY BUNCH 

December 10, 2025  10:30 am 
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Wednesday Prayer 
Service 

Our Wednesday Prayer services are 
held at 9:00 am.  For those looking 
for an additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, the 
Prayer Group celebrates the sacrament at its service on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month.  Join us for prayer on Wednesdays. 

FOLK WORSHIP 
 

We will sing Christian Folk music and 
hymns at the Saturday, November 29th 

and December 20th 6:00 p.m. worship 
service. We invite you to join us for a 
different worship experience. 
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Annual reports should be submitted by 
the committee chairpersons NO  
LATER than December 31 in order to 
allow time to compile the annual report 
of the congregation. 

 
 
Offering envelopes for 2026 will be on the table in the 
narthex in December.  It would be helpful if you would 
take a neighbor’s or relative’s who might be unable to 
pick up his/her own.  This will keep the cost of mailing 
them to members to a minimum.  If you do not have a 
box set of envelopes and want them, please contact the 
church office.  

 Please do not use the 2026 envelopes until  
      January 1,2026 the envelope number may vary from year to year.  
 
 
The last date for 2025 offerings will be  
Sunday, December 28th.  Please have all contri-
butions to the church office by that time in order 
for credit to be received on your contribution 
statement for 2025.  Contributions received after 
the 28th will be posted to the 2026 contribution 
statement.  
 
   

Committees are reminded that they 
should make plans to reorganize for the 
new year.  Chairpersons of committees 
need to be appointed and interested per-
sons invited to join the committees.  
We’re grateful to all  
who have served on council and  
committees in 2025. 
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The òAffirmation and Response Formsó and òThank Offering Cardsó 

for 2026 were mailed out.  Use them to indicate your intention to 

serve in one of the many ministries we undertake at Zion. We wor-

ship God and serve as witnesses to his love in our community, we 

support service ministries, we grow in knowledge through learning, 

and we enjoy one another in fellowship. We will continue to accept 

your Affirmation and Response Forms and Thank Offering Cards in 

the weeks to come.  
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       PASTOR AWAY 

Pastor Roux will not be available December 1st—

12th. Pastor Curt Wingert (814) 876-0974 and 

Pastor Kenneth Elkin (570) 419-3293 cell, 

(570) 323-7367 home, will be providing Emer-

gency Pastoral care. Authorized Lay Worship 

Leader Gordon Lee will be presiding on December 

6th and 7th. 

GOODIES WANTED FOR COFFEE HOUR - Do you like to bake or would 

like to provide goodies (cookies, brownies or any other baked goods) 

for coffee hour? Homemade or purchased, fancy or packaged all would 

be welcomed.  

Contact Helen Mathias or see the sign up sheet in the narthex.  Helen 

will still set up the coffee, we just need some help with the “goodie” 

part of the coffee hour.  
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A YOUTH EVENT 
For Middle School and High School 

Congregational Offering  

Requested 

Youth will be receiving  

offerings from the  

congregation for our  

shopping project after  

worship services,  

     November 23rd and 30th.   

All youth in Fifth through Twelfth grades are invit-

ed to join us on December 7th at 1:00 pm as we 

Christmas shop for needy children. We need as 

many youth to join us as we can get, so feel free 

to bring a friend. We will be clothes shopping for 10 

needy children in the Turbotville area.   We will bring 

our purchases back to the church and wrap them 

for children to receive them under the tree on 

Christmas Day.   
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Mitten/Hat Tree  
é..will be awaiting all those colorful decorations of mittens, hats 

and scarves. Our tree will stand for those much needed items 

until the end of December.  Cold winds will be blowing, letõs 

keep everyone warm. Young and Old alike. 
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"Property Committee would like 
to thank Karrie, Grace and Pastor 
for ordering and installing the 
new bathroom partitions. It is 
much appreciated!" 
 Property Committee 

The Disaster Relief Team would like to thank everyone who supported 
our team during this years apple dumpling sale.  Whether you purchased 
our product or helped us in the kitchen your involvement is what makes 
our team the success it is! 
  Disaster Relief Team 

 

NO Project Linus "Blanket Fellowship" 
get-together in December. 
Sessions will resume in 2026.  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

We offer classes for children Preschool to 6th Grade using the 
Sparkhouse curriculum. Teachers are Natalie Hamilton, Alexa 
Spinella and Mandy Stoudt.   

Facebook Livestream Attendants Needed - If you are interested in 

helping with the weekly worship live stream, please use the signup 

sheet posted on the bulletin board outside of the office.  Training 

and documented how-to’s will be provided and you will be shadowed 

by Macoy Auman.  The live stream does not have to occur during 

10:30 worship so if you would like to stream 8:00 am or the Sat-

urday 6:00 pm service, please indicate the desired time on the 

signup sheet.  

Contact Macoy Auman at 570-692-1154. 


