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PUBLICATION OF 
ZION EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

TURBOTVILLE,  PA 

may 2026 

THE ZION NEWS 

Turbotville Community 

Vacation Bible School 

Monday, June 15th – Friday, June 19th
 

6:00 – 8:00 pm 
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Lori Dyer, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Tammy George, Secretary 
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

Angela Walburn, Preschool Teacher’s Assistant 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 7:30 am to 3:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 

Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 

View the Zion News Online 
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it 
goes to press. If you aren’t getting your copy through the 
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our 
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the 
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful 
to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules. 
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June Newsletter   
deadline is   

June 10, 2026 
 

          Are you aware that we have … 
… large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Children’s bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 

Just ask an usher. 
 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 
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Dear friends in Christ, 
 Worship is the place where God has chosen to meet with his  
people. By the power of his Spirit, God stoops down to feed our souls, 
strengthen our faith, and build us up as the body of Christ. He speaks to us 
through his means of grace: Word and sacrament. We respond to him in 
prayer, confession, and song. We call this event of worship “the liturgy” 
which means “the work of the people.” In this work we share, the gospel 
transforms us into a new community in which we forgive, love, and serve 
one another. How can we prepare ourselves for such a great event? What 
are some practical things we can do to get the most out of worship? Here 
are some suggestions. 
 Plan ahead. Set your intention to attend worship. At Zion we have 
three choices: Wednesday Prayer Service at 9:00 am, and Sunday at 8:00 
or 10:30 am. What works best for you? Clear your schedule and plan to 
go.  
 Pray ahead. We pray to prepare our hearts and minds to worship. 
Give thanks for the blessings of the day to get the mind focused on why 
we worship. Pray for those leading worship. Pray that the cares and  
distractions of the world would be taken away and that the Holy Spirit 
would draw your attention to the Word of God. An especially good time to 
quiet down to pray is when the organist begins the prelude. 
 Give. Jesus said, “Wherever your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also.” In other words, if you give a faithful offering of your wealth and 
time to the church, you will be very interested in what happens there. So 
give cheerfully to your church. It is an act of worship and helps you  
prepare for the worship experience. 
 Expect to hear from God. God wants to talk to you, to guide you, 
answer your prayers, and give you strength and hope. The gathering for 
Word and Sacrament is God’s primary means to communicate with you. 
Expect God to speak to you through the music, reading of scripture, 
preaching, and the eating and drinking of Christ's body and blood with 
your church family. God may also speak to you through the conversations 
you share before and after worship. Listen carefully to hear what God is 
saying to you. 



4 

 

 Participate. Get involved in what is happening. This means sing 
the songs, say a heartfelt “Amen” to the prayers, share the peace with  
fellow worshippers. It may be time to begin leaving your pew to greet 
others with the peace. Listen carefully to the scripture readings and jot 
down a few notes during the sermon. Write down things you sense God is 
leading you to do. Look around for someone to engage with after worship 
and make a new friend. Try to stay away from simply being an observer. 
The more you are engage in worship the more you will receive from   
worship. 
 Talk with others about your worship experience. If possible, with 
friends or family, talk a little bit about the service. This is not a time to 
critique how well or poorly something was done. This is an opportunity to 
share what God did in your life through the service. Ask yourself and  
others good questions:What was the sermon about? How did it expose our 
sin? How did it proclaim good news? What spoke to you the most from 
the sermon and how will you use that learning in your life? Rejoice over 
those who came to worship with you. Were you able to encourage anyone 
at church today? Did anyone encourage you today? Simply share your 
spiritual experience with others and let them share theirs with you.  
 Preparation for worshipping on the Lord's day is helpful, but we 
all live through hectic times and sometimes just getting to worship is a 
feat in itself. That's okay. God knows what you need and it’s better to be 
there than not be there at all. God will have something good for you every 
time you come. 
 Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux 
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WE’VE PAID OUR LOAN 
PLEASE CONTINUE GIVING 

 
 

 This Congregation has been faithful in 
paying off our Nave Improvement. We ask that 
you continue to give so that we may address 
two  specific projects in the future. The  
masonry work on our historic building needs  
renewal. The bricks will need new mortar in a 
matter of time. Our parking lot will also need 
repairing to keep it from deteriorating. Please 
consider continuing to give at your current 
amount so that we may save for these two  
projects. This congregation has a good and    
responsible history of maintaining our physical 
plant and grounds. Let us continue that work for 
generations to come. Please designate your  
contributions to the building fund. 
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We need your help to maintain our church 

records  

and to keep in touch with you.   

1. If your address has changed please notify 

the church office. You can call 570-649-

5195 or email us your new address  -   

zionlc39@windstream.net 

2.   Do you now have a cell phone number and 

no longer a land line?  Please let the church 

know of your new telephone number. 

Do you now have a cell phone 
number and no longer a land 

line?  Please let the church  
office know of your new  

telephone number,  
for our records. 

Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 

The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted  
on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

immediately following the service. 
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Wednesday Prayer Service 
Our Wednesday Prayer services are held at 9:00 am.  For those 
looking for an additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, 
the Prayer Group celebrates the sacrament at its service on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month.  Join us for prayer on Wednesdays. 

The Holy Trinity - May 31st  

When we say that God is Triune, we say that God 

is three persons and one God. The Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit are a relationship of love, and we 

are invited into that love. Empowered by the Trini-

ty, we invite others into that love. 

mailto:zionlc39@windstream.net
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

 Thanks to the generosity of  the members of Zion and the 

dedicated work of the Fundraising Committee, we have retired the 

Nave Improvement Loan that we received from the Mission  

Investment Fund of the ELCA. We began paying the $260,000. 

loan on January 5, 2022 and the last payment was made on  

May 22, 2026. That is a remarkable record of giving and we thank  

everyone who has contributed. 

 We plan to mark this occasion with a day of celebration. 

On Sunday, June 21 we will have a Service of the Retirement of a 

Debt when we will burn the mortgage. Bishop Craig Miller will be our 

special guest. After worship we will enjoy a Pig Roast and Potluck 

luncheon. 
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Current Fund  - Daily Expenses 
         

Balance brought forward (3/31/26)   15,096.46     
             

    APRIL                   YTD 

Monthly Contributions 23,757.74  95,152.88 

Monthly Disbursements      18,625.11  86,215.04 

Balance (4/30/26)     17,882.69    17,882.69 

Building Fund—$11,290.50 

Current Loan Balance as of 4/30/26 was $3008.54 

Our Mission Goal for April was $26,405.00 

Your contributions for April were $21,578.00 
Nave donations for April were $3,795.00 

Thank you for your giving.  
 

Our Mission Goal for May is $21,929.00 

Your contributions as of May 17th are 14,962.00 

Nave donations as of May 17th are $1,515.00 

Our mortgage balance is $0 as of 5/22/26 

The original loan amount was $260,344.84  

when we began to make payments starting 1/5/22 

 

APRIL  ATTENDANCE  
 Saturday Evening Worship Service—24 

8:00  am Worship Service– 221 

10:30 am Worship Service—169 

Wednesday Prayer —88 

Maundy Thursday—71 

Good Friday—66 

Easter Vigil—64 

6:30 am Easter Sunday—87 

10:30 am Easter Sunday—53 
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military: 

  

Birthdays are listed 
At Home 

Barbara Kocher—6/1 
Eleanor Breasette—6/8 
Ruth Auten – 9/20 

Elizabeth Sampsell—11/7 
Celebration Villa - Lewisburg 

                     Freda Keefer— 10/13 
       Evalyn Benfer – 7/7 

Milton Rehab – Milton 

Jeannette Calhoun – 11/1 
Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg 

William Wesner – 8/8 
Watsontown Rehab – Watsontown 

Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20 
Presbyterian Home – Williamsport 

Karl Fausnaught – 9/23 
 

Military 

Pete Reasner—11/28 
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                     VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
            RAINFOREST FALLS: Exploring the Nature of God 
 
   RAINFOREST FALLS VBS 
   Zion Lutheran Church 
   June 15-19    6:00 - 8:00 PM 
   For Kids Preschool to 6th Grade 
 
Step through the mist into Rainforest Falls, overflowing with wild          
waterfalls, towering trees, and colorful creatures. Beneath a canopy of 
chattering birds and howling  monkeys, kids plunge into a lifelong         
adventure of discovering the nature of God. They’ll explore what it means 
to be rooted in relationship with God, their creator, a safe place in life’s 
storms.   
 
To register online go to https://vbspro.events/p/zionrainforestfalls or use the 
QR code. 

https://vbspro.events/p/zionrainforestfalls
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SUMMER CAMP INFORMATION  

We have Camp Mt Luther brochures  on this 

year’s summer camp programs, along with a 

schedule.  Check out the  summer camp online 

at www.campmountluther.org for information 

and to register.  

Any questions contact the church office at  

570-649-5195 or call Camp Mt Luther at  

570-922-1587. 
 

Zion will pay for 50% of camp cost of the  

lowest Tier pricing. Please bring your  

registration with your half of the payment  

to the church office.  
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Warrior Run Are Fire Department  
CARNIVAL 

June 8-13, 2026 
Watsontown Memorial Park 

CAKE WHEEL 
 

In need of your help. CAKES WANTED 
The annual Church Challenge will be held the week of June 8-13, 2026. 
A two-hundred-dollar prize will be awarded to the church who donates 
the most cakes for the cake wheel stand. The church will also be given a 
trophy that will be kept at their church for one year until the next       
carnival that will have a plaque with their name on it.  

The assignments for Monday, June 8th: 
First Lutheran Church 

Friendship Baptist Church 
Trinity United Church of Christ (Watsontown) 

Zion Lutheran Church, 
Watsontown Alliance Church 

 
We Look forward to all your help. If you need cakes picked up at the 
church’s please call Patches Kilgus at (570) 336-0287 
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Turbotville Community Carnival: June 1st—6th 

Our church will be serving food under the Pavilion the 

first week in June and we will need a community of 

helpers.  We will need food servers, food preparers, pie 

bakers, and a clean-up crew.   

Signup sheets are posted in the 

lobby for both volunteers and  

donations.  If you would prefer to 

give a monetary donation, please 

designate the donation to the 

“Zion Carnival”.   If you have any 

questions, please contact Leslie 

Hartline 570-716-3850. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL  
 

IT’S BEEN A GREAT YEAR OF SUNDAY SCHOOL  

We thank Mandy Stoudt, Alexa Spinella and Natalie Hamilton 

for their faithful teaching this school year. Sunday School  

begins again in September. 

PASTOR ROUX WILL BE AWAY 
June 1st  through June 5th  Continued Education 

June 12th  through June 14th Vacation 
June 22nd  through June 28th  Vacation 

If you have a pastoral emergency call Pastor Kenneth Elkin at his 
home 570-323-7367 or his cell 570-419-3293  

 

 

        SATURDAY EVENING WORSHIP SERVICES 
    Will no longer be held 

We are concluding our Saturday Worship Services not with sadness, but 

with gratitude for the time we have worshipped together. 
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                Thank You Zion Cleanup Crew 
 

Congregation Members, Thank you so much  for your hard work 

at our recent church cleanup. Your willingness to jump in, get 

your hands dirty, and help maintain our church home is a true 

blessing . We couldn’t do it without you.     

      Lori 

Pastor Roux,  

 

 Our family is very grateful for all the fellowship and support 

Zion has provided to our Mother Viola during her brief illness and 

her passage to Heaven. We are thankful for all the visits and  

prayers. 

 Michael Yohn’s music and Pastor Roux’s service for Viola’s 

funeral service were perfect, a comfort for our family. 

 We are thankful for the wonderful luncheon organized by 

Barb Zettlemoyer and her committee. 

     Thank you 

          Viola Pfleegor Family 
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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS 

 

JUNE 

VEGETABLES – Let’s turn our thoughts to vegetables and think 

“snap beans”. Let us look on the  grocer’s shelves for cans of snap 

beans to bring home for our neighbors. These may be yellow or green, 

cut or whole, or perhaps French-style, in large or small cans. All  sizes, 

all varieties are appreciated and most welcome. 

You can make a one-time donation to 

support our ministry. 
• By dropping off your offering at the church   

 Monday—Friday 7:30 am—3:30 pm 

• Through the mobile phone app: GivePlus 

Via the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button “Donate 

online to support Zion Evangelical” 

Scroll down until you see the 

“Dontate” button under “General 

Operating” or “Nave Improvement” 

Click on “Donate” under the option 

you wish to donate to. 

                Click “One-time” and follow prompts 

Going on Vacation this summer? Don’t forget your church offerings.  

http://www.zionturbotville.com
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The Scholarship Fund Committee proudly announces that monies 
will be available for scholarship applicants for the fall semester 2026.  
The scholarship is a one-time gift per applicant to be awarded after the 
student completes the second semester of an approved college degree 

program.  Student must provide: 
 
•                    A fully completed and signed application form to the church 
   office by June 1, 2026 
•                     Copy of first semester transcripts. 
•                     Recent snapshot/school picture. 
  
Payment will go directly to the college address 
provided on the application. 
Application forms are available through the 
church office. 

College or High School Students – Zion members 

graduating from college or high school are asked 

to let us know at the church office about their 

graduation. Please provide us with address 

changes so we can keep up communication and 

let us know what your future plans are.  
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Thank You very much for allowing The Turbotville Area Lions Club to use 

the parking lot for our Annual Designer Purse and Gift Card Bingo held 

on Saturday, March 28th. We absolutely appreciate your kindness with 

helping make our event very successful so we can continue helping      

others.  Gloria Appleman  

Dear Zion Church Family, 

I am overwhelmed with gratitude for the out-

pouring of love I received. Thank you so much 

for the beautiful cards, thoughtful phone 

calls, and your faithful prayers. 

   Lois Sommers 
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JOLLY BUNCH 

June 10, 2026  

10:30 am 

 

Plan to come to Jolly Bunch on June 10, 2026 for our next     

meeting.  Pastor Roux will present us with a program about his trip 

many years ago when he visited Israel.  I am anticipating seeing 

places where our Saviour lived and hearing stories of Pastor's visit 

there. This is probably a once-in-a-life time chance (kidding). We will 

eat at D&D’s in Watsontown for lunch.  

See you there.  HUGs to all.  Marie 
 

 

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in June 
Walter Crawford—2nd  

Kate Fisher—18th 
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PROJECT LINUS BLANKET FELLOWSHIP  
get-togethers will take a break during the  
summer months of June, July, and August.  
Blankets will still be collected in the narthex 
bin for the chapter. See you in September! 
 


