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Dear friends in Christ, 
 
 I was recently speaking with a person who was concerned 
about a Facebook post made by a person they knew who was 
critical of Christianity. The most troubling part was that the 
poster had said that Jesus has rules, and if you don't follow his 
rules, you will be condemned. And so, the question became, 
“Why would anyone want to follow a religion that was all about 
following a bunch of rules to be saved?” The person said to me, 
“That's not what I understand about God from coming to this 
church. It's not about earning your way to heaven by following 
God's laws, but it's God's love for us that saves us." I let them 
know they were on the right track to mistrust the Facebook post, 
their instincts and theology were correct. We then went on to 
discuss that it's not what we do that earns our way to God's 
heavenly kingdom, but rather it's the love of God through Jesus 
Christ and his death and resurrection that does all the work for 
us. It is in Lutheran terms what we call the distinction between 
Law and Gospel. 
 If there is any one theological teaching that a Lutheran 
should be able to explain, it is the proper distinction between 
the Law and the Gospel in God's Word. By his own admission, 
Martin Luther did not always understand this. As a young monk 
he was acutely aware of what the Scripture had to say about his 
own sin and well-deserved condemnation, but he knew little of 
its comforting teaching of God the Justifier and Savior. He only 
came to know this once he had learned to distinguish between 
Scripture’s two main themes. As Luther stated, “When I under-
stood the proper distinction—that the Law is one thing and that 
the Gospel is another—then I broke through.”  
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ATTENTION COMMITTEES 
 2027Proposed Budgets  

are due in the office by  

Sunday, August 31.  
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 For Luther, a proper distinction between Law and Gos-
pel opened the door to a right understanding of God’s Word 
and, therefore, a right understanding of God’s will for hu-
mankind and our salvation. The Law shows us God’s will 
and reveals our sin; the Gospel proclaims our salvation in 
Christ. To confuse these two doctrines is to remain confused 
about ourselves and about our God. To understand them 
opens to us the reason for the life, death, and resurrection of 
Christ. In short, Law and Gospel are the means by which we 
can rightly understand the whole of the Christian faith. 
 This is, of course, not an easy task. Luther himself re-
alized that no one can perfect the art of properly distinguish-
ing between Law and Gospel. But because of the great im-
portance of this teaching, he also encouraged Christians to 
work at it. “If anyone knows this art well,” he said, speaking 
equally of pastors, professors, and parishioners, “he deserves 
to be called a theologian.”  
 Let's work together on understanding Law and Gospel 
in the Scriptures. I will be offering a six-session Bible study 
beginning Tuesday, September 15 at 10:30 AM, or  
Wednesday, September 16 at 7 PM. Let's work at becoming 
the best theologians we can be, so we can rightly tell others 
the best news in the world, that we are saved by Jesus Christ 
and his love. 
 
 Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux 
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  Wednesday Prayer Service 
Our Wednesday Prayer services are held at 9:00 am.  For those 
looking for an additional opportunity to receive Holy Communion, 
the Prayer Group celebrates the sacrament at its service on the fourth 
Wednesday of every month.  Join us for prayer on Wednesdays. 

  JOIN US FOR BIBLE STUDY 
Law and Gospel: The Lutheran Difference by Dr. Korey Maas 
 

God’s Word: The Law 
God’s Word: The Gospel 
Distinguishing Law and Gospel 
Applying Law and Gospel 
Law, Gospel, and Justification 

     Law, Gospel, and Sanctification 
 

Beginning  
Tuesday, September 15 at 10:30 am or  
Wednesday, September 16 at 7:00 pm 
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Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058) 
 

Lori Dyer, Council President  
 

Michael Yohn, Organist 
 

Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist 
 

 Tammy George, Secretary 
 

Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher 
 

Maggie Keiffer, Preschool Teacher’s Assistant 
 

Rick Rovenolt, Custodian 
 

Office Hours: M-F 7:30 am to 3:30 pm  - 570-649-5195 
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net 

Church website:  zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zionturbotville pa 

You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville 

View the Zion News Online 
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it 
goes to press. If you aren’t getting your copy through the 
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our 
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the 
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful 
to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules. 
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We need your help to maintain our church 

records  

and to keep in touch with you.   

1. If your address has changed please notify 

the church office. You can call 570-649-

5195 or email us your new address  -   

zionlc39@windstream.net 

2.   Do you now have a cell phone number and 

no longer a land line?  Please let the church 

know of your new telephone number. 

Do you now have a cell phone 
number and no longer a land 

line?  Please let the church  
office know of your new  

telephone number,  
for our records. 

Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am  
worship on our Facebook Page:   

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA)  
 
 

The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted  
on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville  

immediately following the service. 
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We encourage everyone to join us for Loyalty Sunday 
on September, 13th 2026. It is always a great day of 
celebration, a time to renew our fellowship.  Bring 
your whole family and invite friends to join you. Let us 
celebrate our God, who is loyal to us with great love. 

Loyalty Sunday Weekend 
Worship With Us 

 
Sunday, September 13th - 8:00 & 10:30 am 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS 

 

Sunday School begins again on Loyalty Sunday, September 
13th at 9:15 a.m. Teachers will be Natalie Hamilton, Megan 
Zettelmoyer, Alexa Spinella and Mandy Stoudt.  

mailto:zionlc39@windstream.net
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GOODIES WANTED FOR COFFEE HOUR - Do you like to 

bake or would like to provide goodies (cookies, brownies or 

any other baked goods) for coffee hour? Homemade or 

purchased, fancy or packaged all would be welcomed.  

Contact Helen Mathias or see the sign up sheet in the 

narthex.  Helen will still set up the coffee, we just need 

some help with the “goodie” part of the coffee hour.  

      VISITATION TEAMS 
 
We want to establish visitation teams to take Holy  
Communion from the altar at worship to those who are 
homebound or personal care and nursing home residents. 
Please let Pastor Roux know if you can extend the love of 
Jesus Christ through the Sacrament. We will then schedule 
training and accompany you on your first visits. 
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Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound, 

in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military: 

  

Birthdays are listed 
At Home 

Barbara Kocher—6/1 
Eleanor Breasette—6/8 
Ruth Auten – 9/20 

Elizabeth Sampsell—11/7 
Celebration Villa - Lewisburg 

                     Freda Keefer— 10/13 
       Evalyn Benfer – 7/7 

Milton Rehab – Milton 

Jeannette Calhoun – 11/1 
Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg 

William Wesner – 8/8 
Watsontown Rehab – Watsontown 

Maxine Reimensnyder – 12/20 
Presbyterian Home – Williamsport 

Karl Fausnaught – 9/23 
 

Military 

Pete Reasner—11/28 
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Current Fund  - Daily Expenses 
         

Balance brought forward (6/30/26)   13,165.55           

       

    July                YTD 

Monthly Contributions 19,275.00  155,400.46 

Monthly Disbursements      19,431.18  148,442.14 

Balance (7/31/26)    11,712.47    11,712.47 

Building Fund—$15,035.25 

Nave Improvement—$1,157.09 

Our Mission Goal for July is  $21,771.00 

Your contributions for July were $19,110.00 
Nave donations for July were $1,345.00 

Building Fund donations for July were $1,201.00 

Thank you for your giving.  
 

Our Mission Goal for August is  $24,310.00 
Your contributions as of August 9th  are $6,989.00 

Nave donations as of August 9th are $745.00 

    Building Fund donations as of August 9 th are $200.00 

 

JULY ATTENDANCE  

 8:00  am Worship Service– 164 

10:30 am Worship Service—131 

Wednesday Prayer —52 

 7 

 

The Disaster Relief Team's annual Apple Dumpling 
Bake  October 22 & 23 

to support disaster victims and local families in need  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS & GRAB AN ORDER FORM  

There will be one bake only,  
October 22nd (Business orders)  
October 23rd (Individual orders)  

Price is $4.00 per dumpling.  
Pick up your order forms on the table in the narthex and  

can be placed in the basket when returned.   

ALL ORDERS ARE DUE BY OCTOBER 4th 
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Harvest Home will be observed on  
Sunday, September  20, 2026 

Everyone is invited to bring commercially canned fruits or 
vegetables that will be distributed locally along with our  
Harvest Home monetary offerings.  These items can be 

brought to the services on that weekend.  Canned fruits and 
vegetables will be distributed between Warrior Run Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors and Haven Ministry.  Monetary donations 

will be divided 50/50 with Warrior Run Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors and ELCA Disaster Relief.    
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We thank you for your offerings!   
Make your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of the  

following ways:  

• Offerings will be received at our regular worship times. 

• By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,  

 P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA 17772;  

• Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com. 

 Just click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

 Evangelical”  

Scroll down on the “Support  Zion Evangelical” web page until 

you see the “Dontate” button under “General Operating” or 

“Nave Improvement” 

Click on “Donate” under the fund you wish to contribute to. 

Click “Recurring” and follow prompts. You can select to auto-

matically contribute every week, every two weeks, or monthly. 

You can also set up a recurring donation using the “Simply Giving 

Program.” 

Go to the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com. 

Click on the yellow button “Donate online to support Zion 

Evangelical” 

Scroll to the bottom of the “Support Zion Evangelical” web 

page 

Print the “Simply Giving Authorization Form,” complete it, 

and submit it to the church office. 

http://www.zionturbotville.com
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September Newsletter   
deadline is   

September 9, 2026 
 

          Are you aware that we have … 
… large print Portals of Prayer? 
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at 
the back of the church?   
             

Large print bulletins are available for all  
worship services.  

 

Children’s bulletins are also available  
for worship services. 

Just ask an usher. 
 

Church E-Mail:  zionlc39@windstream.net 
Website: zionturbotville.com 
Facebook: zion turbotville pa 

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville 
 Check out the pictures on Facebook 

 
 

PLEASE MAKE SURE ITEMS FOR NEWSLETTER       
       ARE IN ON TIME 
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WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS 

September 

 

Boxed Cereal 
Friends and Neighbors please help  our community by        

donating  Boxed Cereal. A simple box of cereal can make a 

huge difference in starting a day out right. Every Box helps!      

Together, we can make a difference. 

Donations may be dropped off at the church narthex.  
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Antibacterial Wipes         Sam’s Club Cups 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Gift cards for: 
Michaels, Target and Walmart  

Zion Preschool starts  
Wednesday, September 9, 2026 
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Outside Groups and Organizations 
 
Outside groups and organizations may use the church facilities if their 
purposes are considered worthy and if their programs do not conflict with 
scheduled congregational activities. Recommendations concerning     
worthiness are to be presented to the Church Council for determination. 
The facilities may be made available to organizations without cost, on a 
flat fee basis, on a lease agreement, or on a contract basis depending on 
whether the outside group or organization is nonprofit or profit oriented. 
Office equipment is to be used only for church use by office personnel. 

REQUESTS FOR USE OF THE CHURCH BUILDING    
   AND PARKING LOT 
We are pleased to allow outside groups use the facilities at Zion when 
their purposes are considered worthy and their programs do not conflict 
with scheduled congregational activities. Requests for use must be  
approved by the Zion Church Council. Please have your requests for use 
in well ahead of time. The Zion Church Council meets the second 
Thursday of each month. Requests may be made by emailing at  
zionlc39@windstream.net or calling the church office at (570)649-5195. 
Please do not call Church Council members or expect an expedited  
answer.  Thank you for following proper church protocol. 

mailto:zionlc39@windstream.net
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Boy Scout Troop 622 would to thank Zion Evangelical Lutheran 

Church for all the support given to us during our recent Chicken 

BBQ Fundraiser.  We are grateful for the ability to use the 

church's kitchen facilities to prepare, store and assemble the 

to go meals. We also appreciated the Facebook advertising 

that helped spread the word about our fundraising efforts. 

Finally, thank you to those members who purchased tickets.   

All of this helped to make this a successful fundraiser for our 

Troop. Your continued support of Scouting at Zion is greatly 

appreciated! 

 

Thank you, 

 Boy Scout Troop 622 

Thank You Zion for allowing The Turbotville Area Lions Club to 
use the Kitchen and the Parking Lot  for Augustfest. We are grateful 
for your support. 

Thank You to Our Corn Preparation Volunteers 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who came out to 

help shuck, scrape, cook, and freeze more than 

1,000 ears of corn for our upcoming soup sales 

and dinners! 

We are especially grateful to Barry Durlan for generously growing and   

donating the corn. We had a wonderful turnout of volunteers this year, 

and all the help was greatly appreciated. Many hands made the work go 

quickly and made the day enjoyable. 

Thank you to everyone who gave their time and hard work! Your generosity 

and willingness to serve help make our church food ministry and         

fundraising efforts possible. 11 

 

                        Safety First! 
      For the safety of our children,  
    Please check in at the office first  
  When entering the church. 
     Thank you for protecting our 
                        little learners! 

We now have the FDA and AMA certified Life Vac suction          

anti-chocking device for both adults and children.        

The Life Vac units are placed on top of the AED units in 

the    Narthex and on the second floor by the Preschool 

and Sunday school rooms. 
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JOLLY BUNCH 

September 9, 2026 10:30 am 

Plan to join the Jolly Bunch on September 9th, 2026, 

at 10:30 a.m. for an important meeting for all of us at 

Zion.  Our guest speaker will be Diana Johnson of  

Watsontown who will share information about being 

aware in our increasingly technological world of new 

ways scams are aimed at us and how to avoid them.  I 

know she will have valuable aids to help us . 

 

And a special Thank You to all who shared their  

memories and photos at our August meeting when we 

honored those turning 90 years old this year or 

next.  It was a very enjoyable day filled with fun and 

laughter and friendship.   Thanks and Hugs to all.   

                                                                       

              Marie Gardner and Ann Gardner 
 

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in September 

Cathy Kelley—3rd 

Lena Hall—14th 

Arla Appleman—30th  

 

Jolly Bunch members Anniversaries in September 

Jim and Marie Gardner 60th Anniversary—13th 

Ross and Shirley McCollum  72nd Anniversary—17th  

Scott and Arla Appleman—20th 

Terry and Ann Gardner—23rd 

We meet the second Wednesday of the month.  
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Our Project Linus “Blanket Fellowship” sessions 
will resume in September from 2:00 – 4:00 PM 
on the third Sunday of the month. There will not 
be a session during the busy holiday season in          
December. 
 
September 20 
October 18 
November 15 
December – no meeting 
 
Bring a blanket to work on, or if you would like 
some help getting started on a project, let us 
know. “Blanket Fellowship” is a come-as-you-are-
able activity where we can have fun and get to 
know each other better as we help a great cause 
by making and donating blankets for children in 
need in our area. For more information, contact 
Ann Gardner. 


