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“Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit
by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide
in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me
and 1 in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do
nothing.” (John 15:4-5)

Dear Friends in Christ,

My mother always told me, “You can do anything that you set
your mind to.” In many ways that advice from my mother shaped my
life. It became what psychology calls a “Life Commandment.” I have
tried to accomplish many things in life, with some degree of success,
enough to reinforce the truth of the commandment in my mind. But
as I've grown older, I also realize that life as a follower of Jesus
Christ is not as much about willing something to happen as it is about
living in the way that God guides and empowers me to live.

I think that sometimes we get the mistaken notion that being a
follower of Jesus, being Jesus’ disciple, is something that we do, that
it is a matter of our willpower. If someone would just tell us exactly
what a Christian should do, then we could set about doing it. "It is
just a case of simple willpower," we might say. "We can do anything
we want if we just put our minds to it." It is a matter of trying harder
at the good life than anyone else.

Nothing could be farther from the truth. The Christian faith is
not primarily concerned with our willpower to be good and do good.
There are things that our willpower cannot do. We can exhaust our
willpower and we sin. We also live out our own will instead of God's
will. I have come to learn that Jesus gives us a different way to live
than counting on our own willpower. "I am the vine," Jesus tells us.
"Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by
itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you abide in
me" (John 15:4). Being a Christian is a matter of abiding in Jesus
Christ. We are to abide in Jesus because, as he puts it, "apart from me
you can do nothing." Followers of Jesus cannot will life with God
or the fruit of life with God. We need to receive the nourishment that
comes from Christ in order to be alive as Christian people. We are
like branches on a vine. That is how Jesus puts it. Branches have no
life in themselves! Branches are only alive as they receive
nourishment from the vine.
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Current Fund - Daily Expenses

Balance brought forward (7/31/26)  11,712.47

August YTD
Monthly Contributions 27,750.00 178,434.09
Monthly Disbursements 21,515.23 179698.01
Balance (8/31/25) 16,650.34 16,650.34

Building Fund—$16,255.25
Nave Improvement—$3,224.16
Our Mission Goal for August was $24,310.00
Your contributions for August were $27,750.00
Nave donations for August were $2,685.00

Thank you for your giving.

Our Mission Goal for September is $20,897.00
Your contributions as of September 13 are $11,365.00
Nave donations as of September 13" are $805.00
Building Fund donations as of September 13* are $10,230.00

i AUGUST ATTENDANCE |
8:00 am Worship Service— 224 .
10:30 am Worship Service—204 I

I Wednesday Prayer —47

e —— ]



Rev. Erwin C. Roux, Pastor (570-437-9058)
Lori Dyer, Council President
Michael Yohn, Organist
Rev. Kenneth Elkin, Organist
Tammy George, Secretary
Jennifer Woland, Preschool Teacher
Maggie Keiffer, Preschool Teacher’s Assistant
Rick Rovenolt, Custodian
Office Hours: M-F 7:30 am to 3:30 pm - 570-649-5195
Church e-mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Church website: zionturbotville.com

Facebook: zionturbotville pa
You Tube Channel: Zion Turbotville

Zion News Online

View the Zion News Online
Our monthly newsletter is available online as soon as it
goes to press. If you aren’t getting your copy through the
mail in a timely manner, we encourage you to go to our
website: zionturbotville.com, scroll to the bottom of the
page to Recent Newsletters. This can be especially helpful
to check the calendar and worship assistant schedules.
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What does it mean to "abide in Jesus?" If Christianity isn’t
about our power of will, if Christianity is about abiding in Jesus, how
do we do 1t? How do we abide in Jesus and how does Jesus abide in
us? First of all, we abide in Jesus and he abides in us through hearing
the story of Jesus - by hearing that story over and over again. When
we spend time reading the Scripture, we hear the story of Jesus. When
we listen to God’s Word preached and worship in Jesus' name, we
hear the story of Jesus. When we remember the promises that God
made to us in our baptism, we hear the story of Jesus. When we eat the
bread and drink the cup of the Lord’s Supper, we hear the story of
Jesus. Such hearing is abiding. To hear Christ’s story with Holy Spirit
enabled ears of faith is to abide in his love. To hear Christ’s story is to
grant him inner access to our lives. Through the telling of his story
Jesus Christ comes to abide in us.

Also, very powerfully, Jesus abides in us when we eat the bread
and drink the cup of the Lord’s Supper. Jesus’ words about the vine
and the branches are related to this sacrament. "I am the vine," Jesus
tells us. "I am the true vine." One of the elements of the Lord’s
Supper, of course, is the wine - wine that is the fruit of the vine.

And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he said,
"Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he said, ‘Take this and
divide it among yourselves; for I tell you that from now on I will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes." (Luke 22:17-18)

Jesus is saying to us, "I am the vine and this cup is the fruit of
the vine. When you drink of this cup you partake of the fruit of my
vine. When you drink of this cup you receive my nourishment, you
receive my life for your life. When you drink of this cup you abide in
me and I abide in you."

It is clear. There are things that our willpower cannot do.
Willing life with God is one of them. Life is something we cannot will
into existence. Life, God’s life, is something we can only receive
from God’s hands. We drink God’s life into our bodies. That is how
we have life with God. That is how Christ abides in us and we abide in
him.



The Christian life begins, and begins over again each day in
the hearing of Jesus’ story. The Christian life begins by drinking
God’s life into our bodies. Something happens to us when we drink
Jesus Christ into our bodies. "Those who abide in me and I in them
bear much fruit..." What, after all, is the function of the vine? The
vine gives nourishment to the branches. Jesus Christ, the true vine,
gives nourishment to all the branches of his body and that
nourishment produces fruit, good fruit, ripe fruit, fruit of God’s own
making.

According to Jesus, God acts as the gardener or the
vinedresser of the vine. "He removes every branch in me that bears
no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more
fruit. " (John 15:2). The fruits of the Christian life are clearly not
produced by our own powers of willful obedience to God’s
commands. The fruits of the Christian life come through Jesus Christ
abiding in us. The Christian life begins by drinking God’s life into
our bodies. The Christian life blossoms as we live the life of healthy
branches. The Christian life blossoms as we serve those who are
starving for nourishment. The Christian life blossoms as we serve all
those in any human need. The Christian life blossoms as we give the
fruit of our life away to our needy neighbor.

And in so doing we give glory to God. "My Father is glorified by
this," Jesus says, "that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples" (John 15:8). In the end, we do not give glory to God by
choosing to be obedient children of God. Willpower is not the model
for Christian living. We do not prove that we are disciples by
producing fruit as the product of our own willpower. There are some
things that our willpower cannot do. We cannot will to be God’s
children. We cannot will to bear God’s fruit. Becoming God’s
children and bearing God’s fruit, come only through abiding in
Christ. The vine must nourish the branches. We must drink God’s
life into our bodies. Then Christ abides in us and we abide in him.

Engraved on the front of the altar at Zion are the words of
Jesus, “Abide in me as I abide in you.” As you come forward to
receive the body and blood of Jesus Christ in Holy Communion, may
you take these words to heart and live by them. It's the best life
commandment you will ever receive.

Yours in Christ, Pastor Roux
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DEADLINE FOR
NEWSLETTER ARTICLES

Ootober Newsletter

deadline is

Ootober 7, 2026

Are you aware that we have ...

... large print Portals of Prayer?
...devotional booklets located on the table in the narthex and at
the back of the church?

Large print bulletins are available for all
worship services.

Children’s bulletins are also available
for worship services.
Just ask an usher.

Church E-Mail: zionlc39@windstream.net
Website: zionturbotville.com
Facebook: zion turbotville pa

YouTube channel: Zion Turbotville
Check out the pictures on Facebook

Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound,
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We need your help to maintain our church The History of Reformation Sunday

records Our story begins in the 16th century —
and to keep in touch with you. 1517, to be exact. Across Europe, the Roman \ /
, 1. If your address has changed please notify Catholic Church was engaged in one of the
ADDRESS the church ofﬂce. You can call 570-649- greatest fundraisers in all 'Of h.iStOI’y. . 5 )

5195 or email us your new address - If a person made a financial gift to help with I

| CH ANGE zionlc39@windstream.net the building Saint Peter’s Basilica in Rome,
2. Do you now have a cell phone number and then the church would furnish that person
no longer a land line? Please let the church with a certificate promising that they or their loved ones
know of your new telephone number. would be freed from purgatory in the afterlife.

In short, the church at that time taught that even those
bound for heaven had to be cleansed of their earthly sins and
this cleansing in the afterlife took place in a place called Pur-
gatory. The certificates offered by the church (called
“Indulgences”) promised to lessen this time of cleansing for
oneself or others who have already died. This basically
amounted to people paying to be forgiven.

November 1st, known as All Saints Day on the
church’s calendar, was an important day for the selling and
buying of these indulgences. The day before on October 31%,
a German Monk named Martin Luther posted a list of 95
Theses — 95 reasons that he objected to this practice of sell-
ing indulgences. Along with other writings by Martin Luther,
those 95 Reasons were widly distributed by the new printing

Do you now have a cell phone
number and no longer a land
line? Please let the church
office know of your new
telephone number,
for our records.

. Join us for a Livestream of our 10:30 am press.
worship on our Facebook Page: Luther insisted that we are not forgiven because of an-
| " Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church (Turbotville PA) ything we do — including the buying of Indulgences or doing
T enough good work. Instead, we are forgiven because of who

God is. We are loved and forgiven because God is full of
grace and mercy.

His teachings and writings got Martin Luther kicked
out of the church. But he didn’t go alone. Others agreed with
him, and after his death those who agreed with Luther be-
came known as Lutherans and also as Protestants.

We will celebrate Reformation Sunday on October 25™
this year.

The recorded 10:30 am worship service will be posted
on our Youtube channel: Zion Turbotville
immediately following the service.

(11| Tube
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—— Join us for

SUNDAY
SCHOOL

SUNDA\j ScHooL
Come join us

Sunday School begins at 9:15 am. We offer classes for children
Preschool to 6th Grade, using the Sparkhouse curriculum.

Wednesday Prayer Service
Our Wednesday Prayer services are held at 9:00 am. For
those looking for an additional opportunity to receive Holy
Communion, the Prayer Group celebrates the sacrament at
its service on the fourth Wednesday of every month. Join
us for prayer on Wednesdays.

VISITATION TEAMS COMMUNION

We want to establish visitation teams to take Holy
Communion from the altar at worship to those who are
homebound or personal care and nursing home residents.
Please let Pastor Roux know if you can extend the love of
Jesus Christ through the Sacrament. We will then schedule
training and accompany you on your first visits.

We thank you for your offerings!
Make your weekly offerings to Zion in one or more of the
following ways:

e Offerings will be received at our regular worship times.
e By mailing your offering to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church,
P O Box 277, Turbotville, PA17772;
o Via the Zion website located at www.zionturbotville.com.
Just click on the yellow button "Donate online to support Zion
Evangelical”
Scroll down on the "Support Zion Evangelical” web page until
you see the "Dontate” button under "General Operating” or
"Nave Improvement”
Click on "Donate” under the fund you wish to contribute to.
Click "Recurring” and follow prompts. You can select to auto-
matically contribute every week, every two weeks, or monthly.
You can also set up a recurring donation using the "Simply Giving
Program.”
Go to the Zion website, www.zionturbotville.com.
Click on the yellow button "Donate online to support Zion
Evangelical”
Scroll to the bottom of the "Support Zion Evangelical” web
page
Print the "Simply Giving Authorization Form,” complete it,
and submit it to the church office.
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thinking of you

Please remember in your prayers our members who are homebound,
in nursing homes or assisted living, and the military:

Birthdays are listed
At Home
Barbara Kocher—6/1
Eleanor Breasette—6/8
Ruth Auten — 9/20
Elizabeth Sampsell—11/7
Celebration Villa - Lewisburg
Freda Keefer— 10/13
Evalyn Benfer — 7/7
Milton Rehab — Milton
Jeannette Calhoun — 11/1
Buffalo Valley Lutheran Village - Lewisburg

William Wesner — 8/8
Watsontown Rehab — Watsontown
Maxine Reimensnyder — 12/20
Presbyterian Home — Williamsport
Karl Fausnaught — 9/23

Military
Pete Reasner—11/28
Gabriel Horvath—1/22
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BEGINNERS LINE DANCE CLASS
| am considering starting a Beginning Line Dance Class at
Zion and would like to see if there is enough interest. No
experience necessary! This class would be a fun opportunity
to learn some line dances, get a little exercise, enjoy good
music, and spend time together in a friendly, relaxed
atmosphere. All ages are welcomel!

Day/Time: To be determined based on interest. Interested?
Please let us know. Sign up sheet in Narthex or call the

Church Office 570-649-5195.
Thanks, Susie Watson

Blanket Sunday
will be held through the
month of October

Your help is needed to purchase
blankets that are used in so
many ways and places through-
out the world. Envelopes will be
made available or you may use
the pew envelopes and mark
them "Blankets". Thank you for
your generosity.




GOODIES WANTED

Brownies, Cookies or any other baked goods are needed
for coffee hour. Homemade or purchased, fancy or
packaged all would be welcomed.

Contact Helen Mathias or see the sign up sheet in the
Narthex. Helen will still set up the coffee, we just need
some help with the "GOODIE" part of the coffee hour.

JOLLY BUNCH
October 14, 2026 10:30 am

Please join the Jolly Bunch on October 14th,2026, when Pastor
Roux will present our program. He will tell us about his and
Beth's trip this past summer to the Mediterranean where they
visited many historical areas and places. I am looking forward
to seeing photos of areas I may never see in person. So please,
again, plan to come and join us. We will go to D & D's for
lunch. See you there. Marie

If anyone missed our September program and would like some
of the information we received there, please check with

Marie. It was a very informative meeting explaining some of
the many methods used to conduct fraud and then how to avoid
them.. I cannot imagine anyone would even consider doing
these things. We are all vulnerable because we want to believe
in people. So be cautious. HUGs to all Marie

Jolly Bunch members with Birthdays in October
Jean Harris—2"
Lynne Anderson —4*
Nancy Rice—8
Glenda Yost—12%

We meet the second Wednesday of the month.
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Our Project Linus “Blanket Fellowship”
sessions are held from 2:00 — 4:00 PM on
the third Sunday of the month. There will not
be a session during the busy holiday season
in December. R
October 18

November 15
December — no meeting

Bring a blanket to work on, or if you would

like some help getting started on a project,

let us know. “Blanket Fellowship” is a come-

as-you-are-able activity where we can

have fun and get to know each other better

as we help a great cause by making and

donating blankets for children in need in our

area. For more information, contact

Ann Gardner.
B Y

The Disaster Relief Team's annual Apple Dumpling
Bake October 22 £ 22
to support disaster victims and local families in need

MARK. YOUR. CALENDARS & GRAB AN ORDER FORM
There will be one bake only,

October 22" (Business orders)
October 22" (Individual orders)
Price is #4.00 per dumplir\g.
Pick up your order forms on the table in the narthex and
can be placed in the basket when returned.

ALL ORDERS ARE DUE BYj OCTOBER 4™




Upcoming Fundraising Meals o

° Thank you!
Soup Sale Q ; ank you
29 Paradise Street Turbotville PA ———= A very big “THANK YOU?” to all who helped with funeral meals for the
nve-through ptckup from families of Gail Hetzend(:rf on Saturday, August 22" and Derek Cotner
12:30 - 1220 pm each Satur qu on Monday, September 7.
[Nozfe the time c/lanﬂe) Dedicated helpers and servers were Jim & Marie Gardner, Joe & Marian
Dietrick, Brenda Reasner, Helen Mathias and Beth Roux.
October 17 l Ham g Strmg Bean Special thanks to Helen Mathias for her phone calls to secure all the food
Butternut Squash Soup donations.

Much appreciation goes to the generous cooks and bakers of Zion as well
November 14 Sausage & Bean as the members of St. James Lutheran (White Church) Muncy who shared
in providing the food for the Cotner funeral meal.

Chicken Pot Pie
We are thankful that we can offer this funeral meal ministry to grieving
families.
Barb Zettlemoyer
WARRIOR RUN NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS - . | | Funeral Meal Coordinator
OCTOBER

This is the month that displays the wonders of God's

creation in the brilliant display of color on

the mountain sides. Take time to enjoy %\):)ij“ (Poiat(}
the view! You will see red, yellow and

range mixed with the evergreens. Let's

concentrate on orange which brings to

mind sweet potatoes and yams. Let us = I want to thank all who sent cards, made phone calls and visits before and

bring them for our neighbors during the W C after Derek’s passing. Also, I want to thank the kitchen members for a
month of October. We will find them in plentiful and very good luncheon. Everything is deeply appreciated.

small cans, tall cans and some very large cans. Bring any God Bless

size or any variety. These will be delivered by November in
Grammy Cotner

time for the planning of our neighbor's Thanksgiving meal. and Family

Donations may be dropped off at the church narthex.
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